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Intro
· Open Bibles to The Gospel of John 20:1-2
· God is so good
· We began our journey into John’s Gospel on Sunday, November 10, 2013
· We took a few breaks along the way but here we are more than 2 years later in Chapter 20 on Easter Sunday
· I did not orchestrate this, it was a God thing
· And it encourages me 
· That we are aligned with the timing of God
· I’m offering a brief message this morning
· Sensitive the fact that many of you have family gatherings to attend
· Let me offer a few insights before I send you on your way
· Read and Pray: John 20:1-2
· Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
· Here in these first 2 verses of chapter 20 we have the beginning of John’s account of the resurrection.
· We have John’s take on what we commonly refer to as Easter
· John tells us that Mary Magdalene was the first to visit Jesus’ tomb 
· Early on the first day of the week, Sunday morning
· Luke’s account tells us that 
· “…very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.” (Luke 24:1)
· Luke is generic, simply stating “the women”
· Matthew 28:1 tells us that 
· After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
· Matthew offers a little more detail
· Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary”
· While Mark tells us who the “other Mary” was…
· “When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus” (Mark 16:1)
· For a moment I’d like to focus on Mary Magdalene
· Who is this Mary Magdalene?
· In the same way Jesus is called a Nazarene in reference to his home town…
· So is Mary called Magdalene
· She is from the town of Magdala
· Magdala was a thriving, densely populated town on the coast of Galilee about three miles from Capernaum.
· Scripture offers no record of Mary’s parents, her marital status or her age. 
· The fact that she was free to follow Jesus on His journeys suggests that maybe… 
· She had no family obligations, entanglements or responsibilities.
· We do know that she is here at the tomb on Easter morning
· Just like she was at the cross a few days earlier (John 19:25)
· Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
· Concerning Mary Magdalene Luke 8:1-2 informs us that she traveled with Jesus and that she was delivered from seven demons
· After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out.
· Some argue that Mary Magdalene is the same woman who anointed Jesus with perfume and dried his feet with her hair.
· While he was having dinner…
· At a Pharisees house!
· A chapter earlier, at the end of Luke 7
· And others believe that she is the woman who was caught in adultery
· The one who’s life Jesus saved from public stoning
· In John 8
· Though plausible in my opinion
· Scripture is unclear on both accounts
· This we do know for certain
· Mary loved Jesus. 
· Jesus had indeed set her free from seven demons!
· And she was present at two of the most significant events in human history
· The Cross and the Ressurection
· Women played a significant role in the life of Christ
· From his birth to his death and resurrection
· They were intricate participants in Jesus’s earthly ministry
· Women weren’t second class citizens to Jesus then
· And ladies you are not second class citizens in God’s kingdom today.
· As Paul so boldly declared in Galatians 3:26-28
· So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
· I could never understand how some in the church could marginalize half of God’s people based solely on gender.
· I can tell you that strong, gifted, female leaders have had a profound influence on my spiritual journey.
· As we’ll see, Mary Magdalene plays a significant role in the rest of chapter 20
· But, today… in verses 1 and 2
· It is Mary who goes to the tomb
· Expecting to complete Jesus burial preparation now that the Passover Sabbath is over.
· Instead she is the first to discover that the tomb is empty
· Hell, death and the grave have lost their grip on Jesus!

So, What is Easter?
· Easter is the most important and Highest Holy Day of the Christian Church.
· Arguably greater than even Christmas and Pentecost
· Easter is an extremely significant day in Christian History
· It is an extremely significant day in Human History!
· Because in it we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
· Typically, Easter is the most well attend church service of the year
· If that’s the case for you today…
· We are so very happy that you decided to celebrate this day with us.
· Thank you for being with us today
· We wholeheartedly welcome you

What did Easter Accomplish?
· The Resurrection of Christ changes everything. 
· The death of Jesus is one thing but the fact that Christ was RAISED from the dead is the game changer!
· Understand, when your enemies kill you and you rise from the dead – You Win!
· It’s not A game changer.
· It is THE game changer!
· It is the key to the power of Christianity. 
· In fact, the resurrection of Christ achieved many powerful things
· Let me list a few…

· 1. The resurrection affirms all that Jesus said.
· The truth about everything Jesus taught depends upon and is proved by His resurrection. 
· It gives unwarering authority to His words
· Especially His own prediction that He would conquer the grave
· Mark 8:31
· He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.
· The resurrection of Christ validates both His Message and His Mission.

· 2. The resurrection Confirms Who Jesus is.
· He was not merely another martyred teacher. 
· The fact that He conquered death confirms us that He is indeed our promised Messiah. 
· The Resurrection verifies His Lordship and provides proof of His deity.
· The Person and work of Christ are ratified and confirmed by His rising from the grave.

· 3. The resurrection Vindicates Christ’s suffering and death.
· Jesus died intentionally, He laid down his life for us
· To purchase our salvation
· And He Did Not Die in Vain!
· How can we know if His DEATH has saving power for our behalf? 
· Because the Resurrection proves that His mission was fully accomplished.

· 4. In the resurrection Jesus conquered death for us
· In John 11:25 Jesus said:
· “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die”
· Because Jesus rose from the grave, death no longer has a hold on us. 
· He completely conquered hell, death and the grave!

· 5. The resurrection Frees us from our sins.
· Romans 6:5-7
· For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin - because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
· Listen to me
· We died with Christ
· We were raised with Christ
· Sin has no power over a dead person
· Because of the resurrection we now walk in freedom
· And the Resurrection of Christ from the dead accomplished so much more!
· It defeated Satan
· It honors humanity in an unparalleled way
· It demonstrated the very justice of God
· It displays God power
· It demonstrates the uniqueness of Christianity over every other faith
· It gives us hope
· And it fully restores the relationship once lost in the garden
· My friends the resurrection is essential to our faith
· As N.T. Wright says:
· “Should we remove the Resurrection; the Christian message would completely unravel. Christianity is a resurrection movement”

What does this mean for you today?
· It means that God loves you more than you ever imagined
· It means that God isn’t mad at you, he mad about you.
· I have very good news for you today
· God is not angry with you
· God is not disappointed in you
· God is not poised to harshly judge you and drop the hammer of his wrath on your head
· God is a kind and loving Heavenly Father who cares more about you then you could ever possibly imagine
· Jesus is the PERFECT representation of God the Father
· If your picture of God the Father looks harder or darker or more harsh than Jesus…
· You need a new picture of the Father
· Because the one you have isn’t accurate
· I have good news for you this Easter Sunday morning
· God sees you as his sons and daughters
· And scripture tells us that he is rich in mercy
· [bookmark: _GoBack]And loves you with a great and lavish love
· Let’s stand and pray
· John would you come up and lead us in a final song

Ministry Time
· Lord your words say that we would know the truth and that it would set us free
· Set us free today with the truth concerning who you actually are
· And just how amazing your love is for each and every one of us here today.

