UnChristian 3
I. Intro

1. Open bibles to Acts 11:19
2. Three weeks ago I began a new sermon series titled unChristian

A. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. I told you that I wanted us to actually Be A Bridge

a.  A Bridge Man to Man… and
b. A Bridge Man to God
C.  We’re using Kinnaman’s book “unChristian” to:
a. Help us become that bridge by helping us better understand how we are perceived by what Kinnaman terms “outsiders”
i. Those outside the church or the unchurched

b. It’s well written and based upon excellent and extensive research

D. Kinnaman offers 6 negative perceptions “outsiders” have of us, they say we are:
a. Hypocritical

i. They say that Christians pretend to be something unreal, conveying a polished image that is not accurate
b. Too focused on getting converts
i. They feel like targets rather than people
c. Anti-homosexual

i. Outsiders say that Christians are bigoted and show distain for gays and lesbians
d. Sheltered

i. Outsiders say that we do not respond to reality in appropriately complex ways, preferring simplistic solutions (input slogans) and answers
e. Too Political

i. Christians are overly motivated by a political agenda
f. Judgmental

i. They think we are quick to judge and doubt that we really love people as we say we do
3. Two Weeks ago in: unChristian 2
A. We did something a little different: 
a. We had a dialogue

b. You guys broke up into small group and answered three questions

i. What can we practically do as individuals to change “outsiders” negative perceptions of us?
ii. What can we do as a church to change “outsiders” negative perceptions of us?
iii. How can we better Live Love to those outside our community of faith?
c. We then shared our answers in the larger group and ended with you guys praying for one another.

i. It was a good day and we came away with many god ideas like...

· Be friendly, show kindness, don’t preach, Live Love, be real, be transparent, avoid christianese, change our approach, respect boundaries, be willing to play on their turf, have fun and many more…

4. Last Week: 11/11

A. I followed the leading of the Spirit, left my prepared sermon behind and shared with you some supernatural experinces I’ve had on 11/11 since 2005, including this past 11/11 of 2009

B. All these messages are online and free at thebridgelongisland.com

5. Today: unChristian 3 – “What’s in a Name”?

A. Two Questions

a. Why are we called Christians?

b. It is time for a new name?
6. Read & Pray: 
A. Acts 11:19-26
19Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 20Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.

 22News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.23When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

II. Why are we called Christians?
1. From David Guzik’s Study Guild on Acts 11

A. How did the name Christian ever become associated with the followers of Jesus? 
B. The ending ian meant “the party of.” A Christ-ian was “of the party of Jesus.” Christians is sort of like saying “Jesus-ites,” or “Jesus People,” those of the group associated with Jesus Christ.

C. Culturally - soldiers under particular generals in the Roman army would identify themselves by their general’s name by adding ian to the end. A soldier under Caesar would call himself a Caesarian. Soldiers under Jesus Christ could be called Christians.

D. In Antioch, they probably first used the term Christians to mock the followers of Jesus. “Antioch was famous for its readiness to jeer and call names, eventually the name stuck.

2. Easton Bible Dictionary confirms Guzik
A. The name given by the Greeks or Romans, probably in reproach, to the followers of Jesus. It was first used at Antioch. The names by which the disciples were known among themselves were "brethren," "the faithful," "elect," "saints," "believers." But as distinguishing them from the multitude without, the name "Christian" came into use, and was universally accepted. This name occurs but three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16).
3. Sometimes Nicknames Stick
A. Good or bad they stick

a. Mookie Wilson of the NY Mets

i. Nickname Mookie given to him by his grandmother when he was a little boy

b. Elvis: The King

c. George Herman Ruth: The Babe or Babe Ruth

B. Manhattan is referred to as “The City”
a. History of name Zawacki

C. So it is for us as Christians, what started as an insult has stuck and become our name.

4. The changing meaning of words over time (Etymology)
A. Nice

a. This comes from the Latin ‘not to know’. Originally a ‘nice person’ was someone who was ignorant or unaware.

B. Awful

a. This meant ‘full of awe’ i.e. something wonderful, delightful, amazing. However, over time it has evolved to mean exactly the opposite.

C. Brave

a. This once was used to signify cowardice. Indeed, its old meaning lives on in the word ‘bravado’.

D. Gay 
a. Originally meant someone who was joyful, merry, or happy and now is more commonly used to identify someone’s sexual orientation.

E. So, what about the word Christian – has the meaning of that word changed so much that we need to consider something new?

III. Is it time for a new name?

1. UnChristian

A. As we have read through the book unchristian it seems like our name no longer has the positive reputation it once did.

B. Instead of identifying us as Followers of Jesus when they hear the word “Christian” they think…

a. Judgmental, hypocrite, sheltered, bigoted and artificial.

b. Is it time for a new name?

2. Burning Man

A. Out at Burning Man we refrain from using the title Christian because of all the negative perceptions that come with it.

3. Ted Dekker

A. I recently re-posted a Ted Dekker article on Facebook titled:

a. “The Baby, the whole Baby, nothing but the Baby, so help us God.”
i. Wednesday October 21, 2009
b. Ted Dekker is a popular writer of Christian Fiction
i. Nadine and I have enjoyed his work
c. Ted address today’s topic in his article, let me read a few excerpts…
i. ‘SCOURGE OF THE EARTH or compassionate lovers of human kind? Depending on where you live and what your experience is, Christians may be identified as either one…

ii. Regardless of what we think any particular word should mean, it actually means what society interprets it to mean. Linguistics 101
iii. So it might be with the word ‘Christian.’ For many years following the death of Christ, his followers did not use the term at all, and even then the term was coined by the world, not the church, which at the time referred to their faith simply as the Way. As far as we know, the term Christian was inspired by heathens in Antioch and eventually stuck. The first twenty years of Christ’s followers, those closest to his life, never even heard the term. 

But none of that really matters, it is, after all, only a label. The question is, what does that label mean today. And more importantly, does it describe your life?
4. What say you?

A. How many of you have ever refrained from telling someone you were a Christian because you were concerned with their reaction.

a. I’m not ashamed of the gospel

b. I’m not ashamed of my Jesus

c. I am, however, sometimes ashamed of the greater church

d. And I am sometimes ashamed of the way brothers and sisters behave in the name of Christ.

B. Dekker ends his article with a survey

a. Tell me what you think. What best describes you: 

A) The term ‘Christian’ as understood by much of the world no longer describes your faith. You do not or would not call yourself Christian unless speaking to a person who understands the term clearly to mean what you mean.

B) The term ‘Christian’ as understood by much of the world no longer describes your faith. But you would cling to that term because it means so much to you, and you would try to change the world’s understanding of what it means. Teach the Romans English, so to speak.

C) The term ‘Christian’ with all of it’s sociopolitical associations actually describes you pretty well, so you will not worry yourself with this issue.

D) The issues and arguments above ring a bell but they also make you very nervous and so you would distance yourself from them, afraid of what others in your circle might think. You will go with the flow and rest in that current.

E) You believe the term is sacred and that all those believers who did not call themselves Christians in the early church are probably in hell
C. What do you think?

a. It is time for a new name?

b. What would you vote for A,B,C,D or E?

c. Pick a mic runner and Get Feed Back

d. I kinda like “Follower of Jesus” personally

IV. Ministry Time

1. Come Holy Spirit.

2. See who as the Holy Spirit on them and invite them to be the prayer team

