Freedom in the Spirit

Intro:
· Open Bibles to 2 Corinthians 3
· The past few weeks I’ve been offering a series of “One Of” messages
· Freedom
· One of my highest personal values
· It IS for freedom that Christ has set us free
· 5 Love Languages
· Practical tips on how to more effective love one another
· Vineyard History
· Mother’s Day is a significant day in Vineyard History
· It’s good for the tribe to be reminded of her story from time to time.
· Today
· Another “One Of” message
· This one again on the theme of freedom 
· From 2 Corinthians 3
· Read & pray: 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
· Verse 17
· Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
· Freedom from what?
· Freedom for what?

Context
· This is the Apostle Paul’s second letter to the believers in Corinth
· Probably written about AD 55-56
· The theme of his letter is:
· The strength of weakness
· Back Story
· Most of this 2 Corinthians is devoted to explaining Paul's actions since the time he wrote 1 Corinthians
· About 2 years earlier
· So, it is important to have a clear idea of what happened between the two letters
· The problem is that no one really knows! 
· What we have is a "best guess." 
· We know that Paul promised to visit the Corinthians a second time
·  The final chapter of his first letter makes this clear
· 1 Corinthians 16:5-6
· After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you - for I will be going through Macedonia. Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, wherever I go.
· Apparently this visit resulted in severe conflict with people Paul refers to as:
· The "false apostles" in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
· Sometimes sarcastically referred to as “super apostles”
· These false apostles attacked Paul viscously
· But what really hurt him was the fact that the Corinthians did not rally to his support. 
· They didn’t have his back
· This second letter was written to prepare them for a third visit. 
· The background is further complicated by two factors. 
· First, Paul refers to a "painful letter" he wrote which has not been preserved. 
· It’s lost to history
· It would have been helpful, insightful to have this lost painful letter.
· Second, the two different tones of 2 Corinthians
· There’s a reconciling tone to chapters 1-9
· And a fierce tone to chapters 10-13 stands in sharp 
· There’s a very good chance that 2 Corinthians may actually be a combination of two letters! 
· According to this view, chapters 1-9 were written on the basis of Titus' report that the situation had been rectified
· You can read about it in Chapter 7
· Unfortunately, when Titus returned to Corinth he found that the "super-apostles" or “false apostles” were back in charge and wreaking havoc
· On hearing this, Paul wrote another letter
· Which is our chapters 10-13 of 2 Corinthians
· Characteristics
· This letter, as much as any other, allows us to see inside Paul: 
· His passion for the gospel
· His deep love for his churches
· The pain he felt over being misunderstood, over rejection, attacks  and the cost of his sufferings.

· Chapter 3
· Is broken into two sections
· Section one began in the previous chapter:
· Ministers of the New Covenant
· Section two begins at verse 7
· The Greater Glory of the New Covenant
· Paul begins chapter 3 by declaring that the relationship he has with the Corinthians precludes the need for “letters of recommendation”
· That they themselves are his letter
· Unlike the false super apostles who carried such letter around with them as a means of validation
· Beginning at verse 7 Paul addresses a topic that is near and dear to his heart
· On that he has passionately declared in Galatians and masterfully laid out in Romans
· The superiority of the New Covenant over the Old
· Verses 12-16
· Is referring to Exodus 34:29-35
· Let’s read both so you have the context of Paul’s statements
· First Exodus 34:29-35
· 29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.
· And now 2 Corinthians 3:12-16
· 12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
· Those under the old covenant are veiled, those under the new covenant are not.
· Even to this day.
· To this day there are those who choose the old covenant  instead of the new
· Their minds are veiled or dull as it says in 2 Corinthians 3:14
· Verse 17
· This morning I want to focus on verse 17 of Chapter 3
· Freedom in the Spirit

The Freedom of the New Covenant
· Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
· Now the Lord is the Spirit: 
· Here Paul is stating clearly that the Lord is the Spirit:
· He is saying that the Holy Spirit is God
· Just as Jesus and the Father are God
· and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
· Paul's thinking follows like this: 
· When Moses went into God's presence, he had the freedom to take off the veil.  
· The presence of the Lord gave him this freedom.  
· We have the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord.  
· We live in the Spirit's presence because He is given to us under the new covenant.  
· So, just as Moses had the freedom to relate to God without a veil in the presence of the Lord, 
· So we have freedom because of the presence of the Holy Spirit.
· The freedom Paul has in mind here is:
· Freedom of Access: 
· Access to the presence of God
· Access allowing intimacy, transparency, vulnerability, clarity, hope and safety
· In God and with God
· Personal access and corporate access
· In your personal time with God
· In small groups
· When we gather on Sunday mornings
· He is building on his words from 2 Corinthians 3:12
· Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold
· What hope?
· The hope of greater glory in the new covenant than the old
· We are very bold
· “Great boldness” NASB
· “Nothing holds us back” The Message
· Since we have such [glorious] hope (such joyful and confident expectation), we speak very freely and openly and fearlessly. AMP
· The Greek word used here means:
· “freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech”
· “free and fearless confidence”
· Does that describe your concept of God?
· Does that describe your relationship with God?
· If not, why not?
· Boldness
· We’re bold in a relationship were we feel loved and safe
· Brings to mind Hebrews 4:16
· Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
· It’s the boldness we feel with our closest friends
· Some friends need to ring the door bell
· Other’s just open the door and walk on in
· Some have to ask for something to drink
· Other friends just help themselves
· It’s the boldness of friendship, close friendship that Paul speaks of
· That friendship where anything can be said and the friendship remains unthreatened 
· Spiritual boldness is the fruit of spiritual freedom.  
· Because of the great work of the Holy Spirit in us through the new covenant, we have a bold, liberated relationship with God.
· We can be friends of God
· We are friends of God
· To answer my earlier questions:
· We have been set free FROM religious law
· And set free FOR friendship with God
· Commentator Matthew Poole
· An influential Puritan minister and thinker of the seventeenth century says this concerning verse 17
· "A liberty from the yoke of the law, from sin, death, hell; but the liberty which seemeth here to be chiefly intended, is a liberty from that blindness and hardness which is upon men's hearts, until they have received the Holy Spirit."
· Poole seems to indicate that we’re limited from accessing this freedom until we receive the Holy Spirit.
· That the blindness of the veil remains until we receive the Holy Spirit
· That a hardness of heart remains until we receive the Holy Spirit.
· It sounds like receiving the Holy Spirit is rather important.
· So let me ask you this question:
· Have you received the Holy Spirit?
· If you’re not sure let me ask it this way…
· Do you feel free in your relationship with God?
· Do you feel bold?
· Or do you feel limited and restricted?
· For some: they give their life to Jesus and receive the holy Spirit all at the same time
· For others it was separate events
· Some call this the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
· For yet others… we leak.
· Life is hard
· We get shot full of holes
· We need more
· What is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?
· In Luke 3:16 it is said of John the Baptist:
· John answered them all by saying, I baptize you with water; but He Who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of Whose sandals I am not fit to unfasten. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
· In Acts 1:4-6 Jesus instructs the Apostles
· 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
· And on the day of Pentecost they were
· You can read more about Baptism in the Holy Spirit in Acts chapters 2, 8, 10 and 11
· Define baptism
· It’s a textile term meaning to soak through and through
· White clothe baptized in red dye becomes red through and through
· Define baptism in the Holy Spirit
· I used to define it as empowerment for ministry
· I now see that as insufficient
· It’s empowerment for intimacy with God
· Out of intimacy, ministry is possiable
· My Experience of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
· July 1, 1976
· Basement of Good Shepherd Elementary School
· 5th week of the “Life in the Spirit Seminar”
· Gave my life to Jesus and afterward they prayed that I would be baptized in the Holy Spirit
· I spoke in tongues and was absolutely overcome with Joy
· Me and four of my friends laughed and laughed and laughed!
· It was awesome, pivotal moment in my life

Ministry Time
· Invite John up to play
· 2 Corinthians 3:17 tells us:
· Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
· How about you?
· Are you experiencing that freedom 
· Are you experiencing that boldness in your relationship with God
· Do you know true friendship with him?
· If not could it be that you need, as Matthew Poole stated:
· “to receive the Holy Spirit”
· Do you need to experience what John the Baptist prophesied…
· What Jesus called the promise of the Father?
· Do you need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?
· Maybe you’ve never experienced this
· Maybe you have and like I mentioned earlier… you leak
· Maybe life has been hard
· You feel shot full of holes
· And you need more
· Whatever the reason, if you want or need more of God
· More freedom and boldness in your access to God or your friendship with God
· Come on up and let’s pray for you.


