Galatians 6:11-18

Intro
· Open Bibles or Bible apps to Galatians 6
· Today we will finish up our series on Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· This will be my 16th message in the series that began on February 19th 
· As I have told you
· Galatians is Paul’s most passionate letter
· Hands down.
· Paul is fired up
· Paul had visited the Galatians on one of his missionary journeys
· and the Galatians received him and his message of grace very well
· After Paul left town Hebrew believers swooped in behind him to 
· Contradict Paul’s message
· And make false accusation against Paul
· And Paul has had enough
· And this letter is his response
· The truths communicated in this letter are as applicable to the church today
· As they were to the Galatians then
· Let’s begin our final message in the series with verse 11 of chapter 6

Verse 11
[bookmark: _Hlk486500972]See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!
· At the time, it was common to dictate letters to a scribe or a secretary.
· All of Galatians from chapter 1:1 to 6:10 were dictated
· That changes at chapter 6 verse 11
· See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!
· Note the exclamation point
· Still passionate
· Given the confrontational climate
· And the slew of agitators trying to discredit Paul and sabotage his message
· This practice of ending the lettering in his own hand was wise.
· Not only was it a way of adding a personal touch to his letters
· It served to authenticate them as well 
· Paul did the same thing in some of his other letters
· I won’t go there now but you can see examples in
· 1 Corinthians 16:21-24
· Colossians 4:18
· And, 2 Thessalonians 3:17

· Paul specifically makes a point here of using “large letters”
· Commentators speculate that
· This was due to Paul’s poor eyesight
· Other’s believe that he was mocking his readers by writing like as a child would in block letters
· [bookmark: _Hlk486501525]And other’s still think it was for emphasis
· I’m inclined to go with emphasis
· I see it as highlighting, underlining or bolding a font today

Verses 12
Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 
· In one verse Paul clearly communicates what these false believes are doing and why.
· Circumcision is a huge deal to these Hebrew agitators
· It was THE outward sign, distinguishing between Jew and Gentile
· That line was blurred, erased actually, with the Gospel of grace
· And these Hebrews are working feverishly to re-establish it
· It’s not so much that they are opposed to Galatian Gentiles coming to faith
· They just want it done their way
· According to their rules
· Their traditions

· The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
· The message of grace
· Is disruptive technology
· In the same way that:
· CDs replaced cassette tapes
· And iPods replaced CDs
· In the same way that the iPhone revolutionized the cell phone industry so that it was never the same again
· Vastly more impacting on that culture was the gospel of grace
· It fulfilled the law
· And permanently replaced it.
· And the old guard isn’t happy about it at all
· They desperately want to go back to the old ways
· As they resist the new

· My brother in law has hands of gold
· That man can build anything
· Yet, computer technology never seemed to be his thing
· Not long ago his phone died
· He had a very old flip phone
· He liked it, he knew it and he didn’t want to change it for a new one
· He had that flip phone for years
· Then one day it died
· He walks into the store to get a replacement and asks the very young girl behind the counter for a replacement phone
· She excitedly tells him that he is long past due for an upgrade
· She tells him about all his options
· And all the bells and whistles
· That’s when he interrupts her and says
· No, you don’t understand
· I want this exact same phone
· Just a new one that works
· The girl giggled and said, sir they haven’t made that phone model for a very long time
· So, his wife got him an iPhone

· These Hebrew agitators are refusing God’s upgrade to grace
· Preferring to stay with the old circumcision model
· And then Paul states why
· They want to impress people
· And they want to avoid persecution
· They want to impress their Hebrew friends
· And not be persecuted by them
· It’s all driven by pride and fear
· Two huge weapons of a religious spirit

Verse 13
[bookmark: _Hlk486504376]Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 
· No one can keep the Law
· The purpose of the law wasn’t so that we could keep it 
· But to reveal to us that we can’t
· Our absolute inability to keep the law is why we need grace
· God coming to us, when we would never be able to get to him.
· Consider Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler from Mark 10:17-22
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good - except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.

· I love the beginning of verse 21
· Jesus looked at him and loved him
· Jesus wasn’t heaping impossible religious requirements upon impossible religious requirements
· So that this passionate young man could be made right with God
· Jesus is NOT saying try harder
· You know the party line…
· God’s good, you’re bad, try harder
· He was letting him know it was impossible already
· Jesus, in his own way was saying that the Law will never get you there!
· It was never designed to do that
· He was communicating to this rich young ruler that
· of course, he hadn’t kept all the commandments since his young
· No one ever had
· No one ever could
· That’s why we need grace
· That’s why we NEED a Savior

· Back to verse 13 (b)
· These Hebrew agitators want to circumcise the Galatians Gentiles so they can brag about it
· yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh.
· Concerning this commentator David Guzik writes:
· The legalists pretended to be motivated out of concern for the ones they tried to bring under the law. But Paul saw through their deception, and saw that their motive was really selfish, simply desiring the honor and glory of a good showing in the flesh. They wanted the Galatians to become circumcised so they could wear the submission of these Gentiles as a badge of achievement. Even as David had boasted in the two hundred foreskins of the Philistines he had killed, so these legalists wanted the allegiance of these Gentiles primarily as a trophy.
· It was boasting
· It was pride, deception and foolish pride

Verse 14
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
· The word boast is used 55 times in the New Testament
· 47 times by Paul
· As a Pharisee of Pharisees Paul knew all too well what it was like to have and boast in: 
· Confidence of human achievement
· Ardent adherence to religious dictates
· Highest levels of professional education and training
· And he’d learned the hard way how they are nothing compared to knowing Christ

· This is exactly what Paul is addressing in Philippians 3:1-11
· You could easily insert these verses right into this letter to the Galatians
· Listen…

Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh - 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence.
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
· Paul’s self righteous religious zeal turned him into a murdering terrorist
· And the grace of Christ rescued even him
· And us too

Verse 15
[bookmark: _Hlk486506256]Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 
· Circumcision was a big issue for these Hebrew agitators
· It was the entryway to becoming a Jew and living under the Mosaic Law. 
· Paul, on the other hand knew that it was meaningless
· “Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything”
· He’d lived through it 
· Paul knew from personal experience that what truly mattered was what God had done for us
· Not what we have done for God
· God, in Christ Jesus makes us New Creations

· We don't make ourselves a new creation – we can’t!
· That’s the work of God alone
· True Christianity is about what God has done for us 
· Not what we do for God.  

· This is the simplest dipstick test I can conceive of when trying to distinguish the difference between grace and law.
· Grace is all about what God has done for us
· Law is about what we do for God

Verse 16
 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule - to the Israel of God.
· And now Paul comes to his closing statements
· I like the way that the Message communicates verse 16
· All who walk by this standard are the true Israel of God -his chosen people. Peace and mercy on them!

· Paul is saying that…
· Those would live by grace are the true Israel
· The truer Hebrews
· The true decedents of Abraham
· Boy that statement just had to burn Paul’s attackers


Verse 17
From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.
· Paul has suffered, truly suffered for the faith
· His body bore the scars
· Read all of 2 Corinthians 11 to see just how much Paul has suffered
· Here’s an excerpt from verse 23b-25
· “…I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea…”
· Give the man a break already!
· Galatians, stop giving Paul so much trouble already!
· He has suffered long and hard on your behalf

· Side note here:
· Some believe and others preach that being a follower of Jesus exempts you from the trial and tribulations of life
· That wasn’t Paul’s experience
· Or the apostles 
· It hasn’t been mine
· And It’s not what Jesus told us
· John 16:33
· “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· Guys listen, with or without Jesus we will have troubles here on Earth
· The difference is that with Jesus we have the overcomer alive within us.
· And heaven awaits us
Verse 18
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.
· William Barclay wrote concerning this final verse
· "After the storm and stress and intensity of the letter comes the peace of the benediction.  Paul has argued and rebuked and cajoled but his last word is GRACE, for him the only word that really mattered."

· Paul ends with grace
· It’s all about grace with Paul
· He can wish them nothing greater

· I hope that after this letter that the Galatians walked in a grace relationship with God
· I honestly don’t know if they did

· I know may in the church today, sadly, do not walk in grace
· Instead they walk in a modern-day version of the law

· Let it be said of us, of the Charlottetown Vineyard that
· We walked all of our days in the grace of God
· That we knew God and walked intimately with him all the days of our lives
· That we were known as “Friends of God”

Let’s Pray
· Oh God reveal to each heart the wondrous truths of grace
· Rescue us from:
· Modern day versions of law
· From religious rules and regulations
· From the traditions of men
· And from performance based Christianity
· Instead overwhelm us with:
· Your great and lavish love
· Your rich mercy
· And your absolutely amazing grace
· Open our eyes Lord
· That we would know the truth and the truth would set us free

Ministry Time
· Does Anyone have a word of knowledge?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you need prayer, please come up at the final song
