Part 2

Play Juntos Slide Show / Song

A few weeks ago… started a series 

JUNTOS
Riding Together to Fulfill God’s Mission


Song: “Juntos” – Together

· Chorus: “And if today is the last day of my life, I will give it everything. We are ONE as we walk in this world; there is nothing that we can’t do TOGETHER. (Juntos lyrics)”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Together we’ve seen God do some amazing things through our church.
· A welcoming environment
· Attracts unchurched people
· Marriages saved.
· Men and Women who hated church before now come on a regular basis.
· Guests every week
· 100’s of people SAVED.
· EX – Teenager Saved last Sunday
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cool thing is: GOD STILL HAS SOME WORK FOR US TO DO – AND MORE LIVES TO CHANGE – and JUNTOS/TOGETHER we can continue to make a difference.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



To continue to make an impact on our world – we have to understand WHO we are as a church and WHAT God has called us to do TOGETHER…


Last time we learned…

1. Together we have a MISSION.

· Mission – WHAT WE DO!
· Purpose – WHY WE DO IT!

· Unveiled our new Mission Statement: 

· WE LEAD PEOPLE TO RIDE FOR CHRIST!

· WE… - The CHURCH - Together. 
· LEAD… - with grace and truth. Not forced
· PEOPLE… - 3 CHAIRS - unchurched, new believers, solid followers of Christ.
· TO RIDE… - we aren’t complacent – we desire to lead people to have an active faith.
· FOR CHRIST… – It’s all for Him! We’re not just moral people with good ethics – no our purpose is to spread the name of Jesus – the Savior of the world. 

· THIS IS OUR MISSION! 
· THIS IS WHAT WE DO! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



PURPOSE is WHY we do what we do…

· 1000 Hills Code gives us our WHY!

· Why do we lead people to ride for Christ? 

· Because we ride for His Brand
· Ride for the unchurched
· Tend the herd.
· Ride New Trails
· ETC…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


One of those Code/Values is… “We Ride To Be Generous”
· We say, “We ride by the code that believes that it’s more blessed to GIVE than to receive.” Acts 20:35
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


One of the coolest things that we have the privilege of doing at 1000 Hills is teaching God’s Word…

· One of our favorite topics and one of the most rewarding topics we teach about – is GENEROSITY.

· Why? 
· Because we want everyone to experience the BLESSINGS of being Generous!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Thanksgiving is a time where people have giving and gratitude on their mind a little bit more than the rest of the year.

EX - 
· Let you go first in line at the grocery store.
· More apt to buy someone in need a meal.
· More apt to give time to serve a meal at the local mission.
· More generous with their things.
· More generous with their money.

· SADLY… this attitude of generosity seems to fade after Christmas.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Here’s one of our GOALS at 1000 Hills…

· We desire for generousity to be who we are – not just what we do around certain seasons.

· That’s why we’ve made it one of our values… - “WE RIDE TO BE GENEROUS.”

· And a big part of our generosity comes from the tithes and offerings we give.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Here’s what I know about giving our tithes...

· WE CAN ACCOMPLISH SO MUCH MORE TOGETHER/Juntos THAN WE CAN ALONE!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




2nd part of riding together to fulfill God’s mission is…


2. Together we are GENEROUS.



At 1000 Hills we’ve worked really hard to build a reputation for being generous.

· EX – Whether it’s giving…
· To the Poor
· Feeding the Hungry
· Clothing 
· Meeting needs when Tragic fires or ice storms hit

· We’ve given to our church family and those who would never come through the door – doesn’t matter!

· I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been stopped in a store or at a community event and people have told me commended us for helping others.
· It’s awesome!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


With all my heart I want to thank each of you that give your tithes and offerings – whether it be monthly – or one lump sum after you get paid for selling your calves or harvest – THANK YOU!

· IT’S TRULY HUMBLING TO SEE YOU BE GENEROUS TO YOUR CHURCH!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Sobering part is…

Less than ½ of our church TITHE…

· Less than 1/2 tithe regularly to carry the weight of the churches needs.
· That’ not great news and you may feel a little guilty – but guilt isn’t the point! 

· The point is this: What would happen if everyone was generous back to God?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Answer is: He’d be more generous to us!

· 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 – “6Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”


Bottom line: Those who SOW GENEROUSLY – REAP GENEROUSLY!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




For some teaching in church on money is a touchy subject…and my prayer is that it will always be a touchy subject…

Why would I pray that?
· Cause we desire to always have people who are new to the faith in our church.
· And with unchurched people – comes skepticism and questions.
· So – I love being able to teach new people God’s powerful truth! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



That said…

If we are going to be generous together…



1st – We have to stop believing the LIAR!

· John 8:44b – “…He[Devil] was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The Devil is a Liar!
And on of the sneakiest ways he deceives us is when it comes to money!


Today I want to expose some of those lies and share with you God’s Truth…


EX – 
· “The preacher just wants our money, so He can build nice house and own fancy truck.”
· LIE
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



· Truth is: The church needs your money to fulfill it’s mission, but I can promise you that every dime you give will be used to for the glory of God.
· We have the financial accountability, leaders with impeccable integrity, and professional accountants that manage our payroll.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Let me tell you what I would want to hear if I had those thoughts…

· 1st - I don’t need your money.
· I’m good.
· “I am taken care of because I give – not because you give.
· My obedience to God is what takes care of me – not yours.

· 2nd - On my own -I have no authority to tell you how to spend your money.
· But…the God that we say we love and that loves us - is the one who has the authority.

· And if He has something to say on the subject – I want to know what it is, and I want to share what He says with you - cause I don’t want you or I either one to miss out on anything that God has in store for us.

· I’m not going to beg you for your money.
· I can’t stand beggars – especially preachers that beg.

· But I will unapologetically teach you God’s perfect design for our money.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


You may also say, “Beau, you’re an idiot, don’t you know that people hate it when the preacher talks about money, they’ll leave and they aren’t going to listen.”

· Interesting fact – last time I preached a 4 week series on money – “Lifestyles of the Not So Rich and Famous” – our tithes doubled.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I interviewed an amazing couple that knows first hand - listen to our own Vic and Grace Moyer as they talk about giving for the right reasons…


· Intro – Why should our tithe be given to God and not to the preacher? 
VIDEO QUESTION
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Did you hear the truth in their words?
· Truth is: When you give to church – you don’t give to preacher – you give to God.
·  “The preacher didn’t give me the things I have.” 
· God did.
· “Therefore we trust that God will bless our gift when we give back to Him – not any other reason.”
· “We sow the seed and God works.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



2nd Lie…

· “Talking about money in church is wrong.”
· LIE

· “If Jesus were at church today more than likely he would preach on money and the blessings of the tithe.”

· Acts 20:35 – “You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Truth is: The bible talks a lot about money.

· Stats: 
· 16 out of the 38 parables – are about money.
· 1 out of 10 verses in Gospels – deal directly with money
· Only 500 verses on faith and prayer 
· But… more than 2000 verses on money/possessions

· Fact is: The bible is the ULTIMATE FINANCIAL GUIDE!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Proverbs 30:5 – "Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”

Every teaching of God’s Word is flawless – and I would be a fool not to teach every word.
We can trust God’s Word when it talks about money!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




3rd Lie…
· “I can’t afford to give my tithe.”
· LIE

· Truth is: “We can’t afford NOT to tithe. 
· The benefits of tithing FAR OUTWEIGH the sacrifice!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There are financial benefits and then there are intangible benefits as well…

Listen again to what the intangible benefits are…

· 2 VIDEO’s – What would you tell someone who is on the Fence of giving their tithe and What are some non-tangible things that God gives us when we are generous toward Him?

· If we want our lasting fulfillment and true joy – we will do everything we can to be obedient toward God.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cool thing about God is that He says, “TEST ME.”

· Malachi 3:10 – “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”


· God HIMSELF – says…
· Bring your tithe back to me
· Test me 
· And see if I don’t fill you barns with so much blessing you won’t have room.
· WE CAN’T LOSE!

1000 Hills 3 Month tithing Challenge
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



4th Lie…
· “My little tithe won’t make a difference.”
· LIE


· Ephesians 3:20 – “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”

· “God can take what you think is a small amount – and multiply it beyond our wildest dreams.”

· Luke 9:16 - 1After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of Tiberias. 2A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed the sick. 3Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around him. 4(It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) 5Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” 6He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.
· 7Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!”
· 8Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9“There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”
· 10“Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men alone numbered about 5,000.) 11Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted. 12After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” 13So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves.

If Jesus can feed over 5000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish – He can take the gifts we give and multiply them beyond our wildest dreams!

· What do we have to do?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bring back to Him what we have and let Him do the miracles! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing:
 
· These are just a few of the lies the devil uses to talk us out of being obedient – and steals our blessing and lasting fulfillment!

· And when we believe them – HE WINS!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Closing:

Together God has called us to be Generous!

To be generous…
· We have to stop believing the Liar!
· We must trust God’s Word.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bow heads:
Together we are GENEROUS!
It’s not just WHAT we do – IT’S WHO WE ARE!

· God has called each of us to be generous toward Him both – individually and as a church.

Maybe today you realize that you’ve been missing out on all God has for you because. 
You realize that you’ve been believing the Devils lies.

Prayer of Confession and commitment:

God I’m sorry for believing the lies of the devil.
I’m going to trust you in faith – and start being obedient by tithing back to you.
Thank you that I can trust you with every area of my life – including my money.
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