Knowing Christ 2010
I Open Bibles to Philippians 3

1 Brief Message Today

2 Last Week: Set Your Mind on Things Above
A. Colossians 3:1-2

a.  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

b.  Setting your hearts and minds on things above

c.  All day everyday we choose because He choose us
B. Our choices are

a.  Above the line or below the line thinking
b.  Heavenly or Earthly thinking
c.  His ways or our ways
d.  Light or darkness
e.  Life or death

i I’ve chosen both, above the line is better

f.  To eat from the Three of life or Tree of Knowledge of Good & Evil

i I shared my experience with the two trees

ii How I couldn’t tell the difference

iii Sometimes I’m eating from one when I think it’s the other

· And so do you…

C. Relationship with God is the only way to consistently Set Your Mind on Things Above
a.  The only way to set your affections on things above is to set your affections on Him.

3 Today: Relationship, Knowing Christ
A. Context
B. Insights
C. Ministry
4 Read & Pray: Philippians 3:7-14

A. 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

II Context
1 Paul is writing this epistle from prison!
A. Loss and suffering aren’t conceptual or theoretical
a.  They’re real and he’s living them as he writes.

2 He’s probably in Rome around 61-63 AD

A. About a dozen years after he had founded the church in Philippi

B. According to Acts he was a prisoner at least 4 times at:

a.  Philippi - Acts 16:23, 

b.  Jerusalem -  Acts 21:33

c.  Caesarea - Acts 23:25

d.  Rome - Acts 28:16, 30, 31

C. Paul was in prison at Rome for two years, pending his appeal to Caesar.

a.  To support this belief…

b.  Early Church tradition believes it was written from Rome.

c.  Phil. 1:13, reference to “the palace or praetorian guard (NASB)" and 

d.  Phil. 4:22, "Caesar’s household," would indicate the imprisonment at Rome.

i The Praetorian Guard was a force of 9,000 men at the disposal of Caesar

3 Paul loves these people

A. Paul feeling for the Philippians are similar to my feeling for you

a.  It’s how I would write to you if I were away

B. It is his most upbeat letter

a.  It radiates with love and joy for these people

C. To Paul the Philippians are old friends and warm supporters

4 One of Paul’s primary reasons for writing this letter was to say thank you

A. It was a thank you note for their love and partnership in the gospel

B. Philippians 1:1-5

a.  1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now

b.  Also in Philippians 4:10-19

5 Paul wrote this letter to update his friends on his situation

A. He wanted them to know that he was not discouraged by his circumstances, even though he was imprisoned

a.  And he wanted they to also not be discouraged

B. Philippians 1:12-14

a.  12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.

6 So, do you get the context?

A. Paul is not writing from the Jacuzzi of some mountain top Christian retreat center with hot and cold running pina coladas

B. He’s writing from a cold damp Roman dungeon

C. By the way - Roman prisoners were commonly put to death

a.  So, verse 10 “Becoming like him in his death” wasn’t poetic

D. Now that we have some context let me share my insights

III Insights

1 Questions
A. What’s the prize?
B. What’s the prize that the Apostle Paul want to press on to win

C. What is the one thing he does?

D. For what is it that he is willing to forget the past and strain ahead?

E. What’s the goal?

F. For what is it that Paul has been called heavenward in Christ Jesus? 

G. Philippians 3:13-14

a.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

2 It can’t be salvation

A. You can’t win a free gift

B. You can’t strain for a free gift

a.  Romans 6:23

i For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB)
b.  Ephesians 2:8-9

i 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

3 Answers

A. If it’s not Salvation what is it?

a.  Relationship!

i Intimate and experiential
B. Powerful indicators in earlier verses

a.  Verse 8

i “…I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
b.  Verse 10

i “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death…”
C. Let’s take a closer look at this “KNOWING”

4 Knowing = Gnōsis from same root Greek word as Know = Ginosko
A. Strong’s = ginōskō
a.  to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of perceive, feel

i to become known

b.  to know, understand, perceive, have knowledge of

i to understand

ii to know

c.  Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman

d.  to become acquainted with, to know

B. Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Bible Commentary
a.  That I may know him--experimentally. This verse …more fully explains, "the excellency of the knowledge of Christ" (in Philippians 3:8). 
b.  To know HIM is more than merely to know a doctrine about Him.
c.  It’s much more than a theology or a philosophy

d.  Believers are brought not only to redemption, but to the Redeemer Himself. 

C. Great quote from Francis Frangipane’s “The Stronghold of God”

a.  “The Bible is the historical record of man's experiences with the Almighty. Out of personal encounters people had with the living God, our theological perspectives have developed. But knowledge about God is only the first step toward entering the presence of God. As much as the Bible is a book of truths, it is also a map to God. As Christians, we study and debate the map yet too often fail to make the journey...”

D. Taking the journey, knowing Him intimately, personally and experientially is worth it all.

a.  It’s worth loss, suffering, prison – anything

i Doctrinal knowledge isn’t

ii Religious philosophy - no

iii Theological concepts, not so much

b.  Him

i His heart, His touch, His breath, His face… 

ii Yes! Worth everything and anything

· It was worth it Paul, he gave his life for it.

· It was worth it to the apostles, they gave their life for it as well…

· and it’s worth it to me!
iii King David said it this way in Psalm 27:4
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.

c.  And this is exactly what’s offered and available to you, to us

i What’s your “One Thing”?

· Good IS enemy of Best

· Urgent is enemy of Important

· Pseudo-One Thing vs. True One Thing

· Jesus off to the side – “yeah he’s my one thing”

· Relationship is the difference between “Pseudo” and “True”

· What is urgent to you may not be important to Him

· Find out what IS important to Him and Focus on that!
E. I love the Amplified Bible’s take on verse 10
a.  “[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His death…”
b.  I especially like it’s definition of “Know”
i “that I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly” 

c.  Thanks exactly what I want
i I want to progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him
ii I want to perceive and recognize and understand the wonders of His Person
iii And I want to do it more strongly and more clearly everyday
5 Nothing compares to Him

A. Not church, ministry, so called truth, fame, fortune, success, power, sex, nothing!

B. All of those other things are cheap counterfeits and poor substitutes

a.  Don’t settle

b.  Don’t compromise

C. Instead do this one things

a.  Forget what is behind!
b.  Strain toward what is ahead!
c.  Press on toward the goal!
d.  Win the prize!

e.  Intimate Relationship with Jesus!
6 Let’s pray
A. Lord, I want to know you.  As Saint Paul describes, I want to progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with You, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of Your Person more strongly and more clearly every day.  I want to experience you and the power that raised you from the dead, no matter what, no matter the cost. 
B. Ministry Time
