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Week 19
Word-Based Evangelism
What is Word-Based Evangelism?
Letting the life-changing power of the Scriptures lead people to faith
Word-Based Evangelism lets
Scripture be in the driver’s seat
The non-believer see and explain the Gospel to themselves
The evangelist needs be little more than a helpful guide rather than an adversary. 
Why is it so effective?
1) More timid believers (evangelists) feel less afraid
2) Gospel recipients are confronted with the Scriptures rather than an individual.
3) The Word itself is powerful and effective, more so than the finest arguments of the most godly Christian.
The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. ( Psalm 119:130)

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

How does Word-Based Evangelism work?
1) Steer the conversation toward spiritual things
2) Using a pre-marked Bible, have the recipient read and explain the text to you (and themselves).
3) “Land the plane” by asking several key questions.

Five Steering Questions:
The most important thing:
Listen to their answers and
DO NOT RESPOND negatively or positively
JUST LISTEN until you’ve asked the final question
The Five Questions
Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?
To you, who is Jesus?
Do you think there is a heaven and a hell?
If you died right now, where would you go?
If what you believe were not true, would you want to know it?
What if they answer, “no?”
Just say, “OK.”
Be pleasant, but try not to speak more
Just smile and look at them
The brilliance of these questions:
Jesus asked questions of His audience to make them think.
Questions are less threatening than a speech.
You can gauge their spiritual condition.
Listening to them makes them inclined to return the favor.
Curiosity usually wins the day.

Preparing/Pre-Marking your Bible for Evangelistic Use:

Preparing the Bible:
Use a bright hi-lighter to mark the key passages.
Write the page number (and reference) of the next verse at the top of the page.
How to prepare your Bible:
Highlight Romans 3:23 - underline “all.”
Write the page #158 and reference for Romans 6:23 at top of page.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Highlight Romans 6:23 - underline “sin,” “death,” and “in”- write “Hell” near death.
Write the page #94 and reference for John 3:16 at top of page.
Highlight John 3:16.
Write the page #157 and reference for Romans 5:8 at top of page.
Highlight Romans 5:8.
Write the page #179 and reference for 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 at top of page.
Highlight 1 Corinthians 15:3-4.
Write the page #109 and reference for John 14:6 at top of page.
Highlight John 14:6 - underline “no one,’
Write the page #92 and reference for John 1:12 at top of page.
Highlight John 1:12.
Write the page #171 and reference for 2 Corinthians 5:15 at top of page.
Highlight 2 Corinthians 5:15.
Write the page #162 and reference for Romans 10:9 at top of page.
Highlight Romans 10:9
How to use the marked Bible:
1) Open the Bible to the first highlighted verse (Romans 3:23) and give it to them.
2) Ask them to read the verse aloud to you.
3) When they finish, ask: “What does this verse tell you?”
4) If they “get it,” ask them to turn to the page written at the top, and read the next highlighted verse.
5) If not, gently try to question them to prompt their understanding.
A) Romans 3:23: Ask: “What does this tell you?”
1) Point out that “I’ve underlined ‘all' to remind myself that everyone has sinned.”
2) What is sin? Anything (word, thought or deed) contrary to the holy and righteous character or standards of God.
B) Romans 6:23: Point out that the first underlined word is “sin” and not “sins.”
1) “Notice I’ve underlined sin? That’s to remind me that sin is not plural - even one sin will destine me for hell because God’s standard is perfection.”
2) Point out that “’death’ is underlined and I’ve written ‘hell’ nearby.”
a) “That’s because in the Bible death means separation - physically: the soul from the body when our heart stops beating, spiritually: our soul from God and all good things eternally in a terrible place called hell because of our sin.”
b) Point out that “in” is underlined to remind me that only way to overcome this separation from God is through a relationship with Jesus Christ.
C) John 3:16: God does not want anyone to go to hell and has made a way for us to be saved. 
D) Romans 5:8: God loves us & showed it by sending Jesus.
1) “Christ died for us to pay the penalty for our sin on the cross.”
E) 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: Most important message of the Bible:
1) Christ died for us and rose again to prove it.
2) Scripture foretold this and explains it.
F) John 14:6: Point out: “I’ve underlined ‘no one’ to remind me that there is no other way to get right with God. No other religion or any amount of self-effort will fix the problem.”
G) John 1:12: Received Him means accepting the free gift of eternal life that God has offered by:
1) Trusting in Jesus death on the cross instead of my own righteousness for salvation.
H) 2 Corinthians 5:15
1) “God gives salvation freely but when He does, He wants to become the most important part of our life.”
I) Romans 10:9 – The invitation is open to anyone who will receive Him.
Land the Plane

Ask four key questions:
According to what we’ve seen in the Bible, are you a sinner?
Do you understand that God is offering you the free gift of eternal life through Jesus’ death on the cross?
Would you like to have your sins forgiven?
Are you willing to trust your life to Him?
If “no,” ask “why?”
Hypocrites
Agreed, I haven’t found a perfect church yet myself.
But we’re to follow Jesus not people.
A perfect church wouldn’t be one as soon as I joined anyway.
You could be a great asset to a church since you are sensitive to hypocrisy/
Not yet ready to “give up my fun”
One final question: I understand you’re not ready to change your life yet, let’s imagine you were to die tonight on the way to the “fun” you want to hold on to.” According to what we’ve read in the Bible what will happen to you since you’ve rejected Jesus? OK, I just wanted to be sure you really understood the choice you’re making…
 “I’m not good enough” - “I’ve done too many bad things to be forgiven.”
Scripture says: “All who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13)
Everyone has their own path to God.
Point back to John 14:6 or Acts 4:12.
There are roads that lead to New York and LA.
Going down the wrong road won’t get you where you want to go.
For Next Week:
· Try to find someone on whom to practice Word-based evangelism
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




