The Gospel of John 12:27-30

Intro
· Open bibles to John 12
· Working our way through The Gospel of John
· Last week we talked about favor, justice and finding the fullness of life in following Jesus.
· Today we’ll pick up where we left off last week
· Greeks had come to the disciples to inquire of Jesus
· His unusual reply is to predict his death
· John 12:23-24
· Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
· Let’s pick up at verse 27
· Read and prayer: John 12:27-30
· “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.
· Two main points today
· The hour for which Jesus came
· The audible voice of God

Verse 27
· The Hour for which Jesus came
· “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.
· Take note of a few things here:
· Jesus soul was troubled
· Why?
· His soul was troubled because he knew what was coming
· Torture, crucifixion and bearing the sins of all humanity for all time
· I think my soul would have been troubled as well
· Jesus was neither ignorant nor surprised
· He knew why he came into the world
· And what it entailed
· What does that mean for us?
· Well, Isaiah 53:3 says of Jesus:
· He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
· And, Hebrews 4:15 adds:
· For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin.
· Jesus knows
· He understands everything you’re dealing with
· And NOT just from an intellectual level
· He “gets it” from a personal and experiential level
· He gets you because he’s been there too!
· There is no other god like our God
· None that loves to the degree of investment that he loves
· Jesus loves us with an all in kind of love
· The fact that his “soul is troubled” is a clear indication that he’s fully aware of what’s about to happen and why.

· It causes him to vocalize the question:
· Father, save me from this hour?
· You only consider that question if you know what’s coming
· Jesus knew
· He knew completely
· Have you ever been there?
· Have you ever prayed for such a thing?
· Have you ever been is such difficult and dire circumstances that you cried out for God to rescue you?
· I have! Many, many times.
· But Jesus knew what we all too often don’t…
· That this is why he came

· Verses 27b
· No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.
· Before the foundations of the earth God had a plan for our salvation
· Before Adam and Eve bowed to Satan’s manipulations…
· And allowed their trust in God to be damaged
· There was a plan
· And there was a purpose for God himself
· The uber famous verse from Jeremiah 29:11 says:
· For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
· Jesus on the cross is the plan
· Jesus is the plan to prosper us
· Jesus is the plan not to harm US
· Jesus is the plan to give us hope
· Jesus is the plan for our eternal future
· Everything is leading up to this event – this hour!
· Creation
· Adam and Eve
· The Fall
· Abraham, Moses, David
· The Old Covenant 
· The Incarnation
· 9 months in Mary’s womb
· 30 years of relative obscurity
· 3 years of public ministry
· Countless confrontation with the Pharisees and Chief Priests
· Healing the sick
· Raising the dead
· Casting out demons
· Multiplying food
· Mentoring his disciples
· All of it for what’s about to happen over the next few days of Jesus’ earthly life
· And Jesus knows it
· He says:
· “…what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.”
· Jesus has an horrifically challenging destiny
· He embraces it fully
· And he calls it glory!
· The Father’s glory



What about you?
· Before I move on the “Audible voice of God” portion of today’s message
· Let me ask you a few questions…
· If God choose the exact time in history for Jesus’ coming
· And it’s specific geographic location
· Couldn’t the same be true of your life?
· I absolutely believe it is and this is why…
· Everything – and I mean everything…
· From creation forward has been for the purpose of a loving, intimate relationship between the Trinity and us
· Between God and YOU!
· God has done all of this
· Created all that exist so we could experience his love and he ours
· In His infinite wisdom and his perfect love he choose both where on earth and when in time you would exist
· So that you might love him and enjoy his love for you
· Listen to the words of Acts 17:24-28
·  24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
· Note verse 26 : 
· “…he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.”
· Why?
· So we would seek him and find him
· Please let me encourage you this morning
· You’re not a mistake
· Your heavenly Father loves you
· He has called you by name and you are his
· He has set you in time 
· He has chosen the land of your birth
· And scripture is proof that even if we run from him…
· He will find us in his great and lavish love
· God has a plan for your life and mine
· Our circumstances do not define us
· Just like people are known by their family name on PEI
· Arsenault, McDonald, Campbell…
· We’re known by who our Father is
· And He’s amazing!

Verses 28-30
· Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.
· After publically embracing his purpose and destiny Jesus prays a 4 word prayer
· Father, glorify your name!
· And there’s an instant reply
· An audible reply
· A voice from Heaven
· This isn’t the only time there was an audible voice from heaven in the New Testament
· At Jesus’ baptism, Luke 3:22
· and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
· At the Transfiguration, Matthew 17:5
· While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
· Saul on the road to Damascus, Acts 9:3-7
· As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone.
· Clearly, there is unequivocal biblical evidence that God speaks audibly from heaven to earth

· Back to John 12
· God spoke audibly in reply to Jesus’ prayer
· Some heard it clearly enough to record the words spoken
· Some thought it was thunder
· Other’s thought it was the voice of an angel
· Jesus explained that the audible voice was for our benefit not his
· Jesus was, is and always will be one with the Father and the Holy Spirit
· Jesus did what he saw the Father doing, John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· And spoke the words the Father gave him to say, John 14:10 and 24
· The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.
· These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
· Jesus has been in continual audio, visual and perceptive communication with the Father
· He didn’t need the audible voice of God here in John 12
· The people did

· Please take note:
· In the physical presence of God – Jesus, the Word made flesh
· The Heavenly Father speaks audibly to a group of people 
· All in the same place and all at the same time
· And they heard differently
· That’s significant
· In other words
· The audible voice of God could speak right here, right now
· And we all might not hear it exactly the same way
· Some might hear the message distinctly
· Some might hear what sounds like thunder
· Some might recognize it as the voice of God the Father
· Some might think it’s angelic
· I dare say some could even think their own imaginations
· Or worse yet - demonic
· Isn’t this reality a call for grace
· The very same God could be at work in our midst and each of us could experience Him differently
· And it all still be God
· The same God who speaks to me in one way
· Can speak to you in another
· All at the same time
· And… depending on where we’re at in our spiritual journey…
· We might have ears to hear
· And we might not
· We might have eyes to see
· And we might not
· At least not yet
· I like to think that I have matured and grown on my journey with the Lord
· How about you?
· I know that I understand more today than I did a decade or two ago
· I sense and perceive the Holy Spirit better today than I did 10 or 20 years ago
· How about you?
· Could it be that here is John 12 that
· The same God spoke and
· Some could hear at one level 
· And others at another?
· I think so
· I think yes
· And if we’re further along on the journey than others…
· Do we despise them for it?
· Or should they despise us?
· Of course not.
· Wouldn’t this be a good place to practice loving one another?
· I experience God one way
· You experience him another
· And yet, it’s all God and it’s all good.

· Or maybe look at it this way:
· We are one body with many parts: Romans 12:3-8
· 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
· 1 Corinthian 12 communicates the same truth
· (12) Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.
· (15-16) 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body.
· (21) 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”
· (27) Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
· Read the whole chapter, wonderful truth
· The different parts of my physical body experiences life uniquely
· My eyes experience life in this world quite differently than do my ears
· Or my hands, or my nose…
· So is it true of the Body of Christ
· We’re ALL part of one body
· His body
· As one body
· As HIS body
· Let us love, honor, value and respect one another
· Especially those parts that are wildly different from us

Ministry Time
· Let’s Pray
· Invited musicians to play
· In the same way Jesus had/has a plan and purpose so do you
· If you need prayer today concerning it
· Please come forward
· If you struggle with the time and place of God’s purpose for your life, 
· Please come forward for prayer
· If you hear thunder and what better to hear God’s voice
· Please come forward for prayer
· If you wonder, what’s your part of the Body of Christ
· Please come forward for prayer
· If you need help loving other parts of the body, come for prayer
