The Gospel of John 13:31-38

Intro
· Open Bibles up to The Gospel of John 13
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel 
· The past couple of weeks we’ve cover
· Jesus washing the disciple’s feet
· And Judas’ betrayal of Jesus revealed
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 13
· Read and pray, John 13:31-38

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”

Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!

· Such a rich text with powerful verses
· Especially Jesus’ words concerning love
· In verses 34 and 35
· We’ll get to them shortly
· But first…

· Verses 31-32
· When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
· Verse 31 starts of with When “he” was gone 
· – that’s Judas
· When Judas had left the room Jesus speaks
· In these two sentences Jesus uses the word glory or glorified 5 times.
· Jesus, the Son of Man (a messianic title) is glorified
· God the Father is glorified
· There is an exchange of glory between members of the Trinity
· The same Greek word is used for glorify and glorified
· Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines it as
· To magnify, extol or praise
· Strongs’ Concordance adds: “to celebrate”
· Vines goes on to say that:
· “…the glory of God is the revelation and manifestation of all that He (God) has and is…”
· In other words; the glory of God is…
· The revealing, the pulling back the veil, the uncovering or making plain to see all that God has and is.
· The manifesting, the phenomenon, the materialization, the demonstration, the expression of all that God has and is.
· We sang about the glory of God this morning
· I want to see His glory
· How about you?

· Now, keep in mind, Jesus knew what was coming
· Remember verse 3
· Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God
· He knew that the cross was but hours away
· And he did not view it as humiliation
· But glory
·  Why?
· Because he could see beyond the beatings
· Because he could see beyond the cross
· He could see beyond even the resurrection…
· To our freedom
· To the restoration of a love relationship between God and humanity
· Between Creator and Creation
· The writer of Hebrew’s gets it right in chapter 12:1-2
· Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. NASB
· Who for the joy! Who for the joy! Who for the joy! 
· You know what the joy was and is for Jesus?
· It’s YOU!
· Relationship with you and you and you and me!
· We are Jesus Joy!
· It’s ALL about relationship
· And we’ll see that in these next verses

Verse 33-36a
· “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”
· Jesus begins to instruct the disciples concerning what’s about to happen
· That he is going where they cannot yet go, 
· Basically, death.
· And that they are to love one another at a new standard
· Peter skips right past one of the most profound statements in all of John’s gospel (verses 34-35) and goes right to…
· “Lord, where are you going?”
· Jesus is sharing divine wisdom and all Peter heard is… you’re going someplace without us!
· Jesus’ going away would have been like an earthquake to the disciples. 
· They had literally left everything to follow Him
· They expected to be high-ranking officials in His new government 
· The earthly one they thought he would establish
· When He took political control of Israel as Messiah. 
· You see, they’ve followed Him for three years
· They’ve endured a lot, 
· And now He says, "I'm leaving you"?
· What’s up with that?

· From here until the end of John 14
· Jesus will take the time to explain this dramatic statement of his leaving
· And bring comfort his beloved disciples
· Let’s skip verses 34 and 35 for a minute and take a look at the rest of this interaction with Peter
· After that we’ll return to these powerful verses

Verses 36b-38
· Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!
· Poor Peter! 
· He would have died for Jesus right then and there
· But he failed later because of his fear of man
· Actually, his fear of a servant girl
· As we’ll see later in the gospel
· But here in this moment…
· Peter is affirming His love and commitment to Jesus.
· He’s saying: "Lord, I love you so much. I will lay down my life for you."
· Jesus took the words of Peter and gave them right back to him in the form of a question.
· And then he predicted Peter's denial.
· Of cause Jesus knew the truth about Peter
· Even better than Peter knew himself
· For all of Peter’s bravado, Jesus knew that before the sun would rise… 
· Peter would deny three times
· He’d deny even knowing Jesus.
· He knew Peter’s brash statements just like he knows ours.
· But, I gotta tell you
· I don’t hear harshness or condemnation in Jesus’ words to Peter
· In fact, I see great tenderness.
· Jesus knows the difficult test that Peter will face. 
· Luke 22:31-32 adds that detail to this account:
· Jesus says to Simon Peter
· “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
·  Jesus knows Peter’s story
· Jesus knows Peter’s WHOLE story
· His trial, his stumble and his recovery
· And he tells Peter…
· And when you have turned back 
· And when you have turned back 
· And when you have turned back 
· Not IF you turn back but WHEN!
· I don’t judge Peter
· I wouldn’t have fared any better
· Sifted by Satan!
· None of us would.
· Jesus isn’t taking a shot at Peter
· He’s not sticking it to him or uncovering him or embarrassing him before all his friends…
· No, He’s preparing Peter
· He’s encouraging him
· He’s letting Peter know that he has prayed for him!
· That Pete’s trust in Jesus would not fail!
· How awesome is that?
· Peter, you will make it the other side of this because I have prayed for you
· And when you do
· Strengthen your brothers
· Because they will all abandon me as well!
· We’ve been so culturally conditioned to see an angry God
· We need new eyes
· We need to see a God of love
· And speaking of love…
· We need to seek the kindness and love of Jesus in dealing with his disciples
· Because that how he deals with us
· OK, Let’s go back to verses 34-35


Verses 34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· It’s ALL about relationship
· Our vertical relationship with God
· And our horizontal relationships with one another
· Jesus uses the phase “A new command”
· As much impact to a Hebrew mindset as…
· Jesus refereeing to himself as “I am who I am” back in in verse 19
· When Jesus says “a new command I give you”
· He might as well have said #11
· Such would have been the weight and impact of the term
· And with it he established a new standard
· The old covenant instructs us to love our neighbor
· Leviticus 19:18, 34
· Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.
· The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God.
· Deuteronomy 10:17-19
· For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.
· Under the new covenant the standard is Jesus
· The foot washing messiah
· Who loves and honors his betrayer to the very end
· We are to love one another AS Jesus has loved us
· Jesus says we MUST love one another to his standard
· To his modeling and example
· It is Jesus’ love that is the true measure of love…
· As we care for one another.

· What do you think guys
· If we could get verse 34 right
· If we could get “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Right…
· Would the world be a better place?
· Would The Church be healthier?
· How about Charlottetown?
· What about us – our fellowship?
· If we could get verse 34 right
· Would there be less offense?
· Less church splits?
· Less division?

· Could it be that we haven’t seen verse 35…
· By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Because we’ve too easily sacrificed verse 34 on the altar of our rightness
· We in the church too easily sacrifice relationship for opinion

· I’ve said it before and I still believe it’s true
· It’s more important to love than it is to be right
· If being right comes at the expense of love the price is too high
· And I don’t want to pay that price
· And you know why it’s more important to love than it is to be right?
· Because we could be wrong!
· You know what it feels like to be wrong?
· Not what it feels like to discover you were wrong
· But what it feels like to BE wrong?
· It feels like being right!
· Of course it does!
· Otherwise we would change our minds
· For that reason alone we ought to choose love over rightness
· But we have a greater reason
· Jesus commanded it.


· This is a profoundly significant night for Jesus and his disciples
· You say the most important things at a time like this
· Jesus isn’t taking time to discuss the weather
· He’s sharing what nearest and dearest to his heart
· And it’s this: Love!

· I take note of what Jesus DIDN’T say here
· He didn’t say all men will know you are my disciple:
· If you operate in the gifts of the Spirit
· If you prophesy
· If your doctrine is right
· Or your theology is perfect
· If your pews have pads
· And your giant church building is air conditioned
· If your worship teams are world class
· And your preacher is awesome sauce on a plate
· I’m not against any of these things
· But I’m for LOVE!
· It’s crystal clear that the world does not recognize us as belonging to Jesus because of any of these things…
· Gifts, doctrine, theology, building, pastors…
· If they could, they would have by now.
· No, Jesus said the identifier is this – LOVE
· Specifically our love for one another
· I desperately want to get the love part right
· I want to live loved
· And live love
· I want to live loved by the Father
· And I want to live love to everyone around me

· I’ve been a Christian almost 40 years and pastor 30
· I’ve been wounded more in the church than out
· The comparison isn’t even close!
· Guys, this ought not be
· What if we refused to sacrifice love?
· Especially for something so cheap as our own opinions and rightness?
· What if we were un-offendable?
· Jesus was un-offended by Judas or Peter
· Love has superpowers
· It’s magical
· It can make mere mortal un-offendable
· Imagine if nothing flung at you had the ability to stick!
· That would be awesome!
· It’s the power of God’s love!
Let’s Pray
· Lord help us to love one another
· Help us finally get verse 34 right
· So we can see verse 35 in our lifetimes

Ministry Time
· If you need new eyes to see God as a God of love
· Or if you need help loving others
· Or if you’ve been wounded by a lack of love and need prayer
· Please stand and let those around you pray for you as we close in song
