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Week 3
MAN AND THE PROBLEM OF SIN: ANTHROPOLOGY
Mankind was created in God’s Image 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” (Genesis 1:26)
Meaning: Man is like God (to a limited creaturely extent) and represents God. (Wayne Grudem)
The “image of God” would be the God-given mental and spiritual capacities that enable people to relate to God and to serve Him by ruling over the created order as his earthly vice-regents. (NET translation notes)
· An immaterial aspect (soul, spirit) which is immortal and makes possible relationship with God
· A moral understanding and accountability; an innate sense of right and wrong
· An ability to reason and think logically including existential and philosophical thoughts
· An ability to innovate and construct 
· An ability to appreciate beauty and even create it. i.e. art, music, etc.
· An ability to use complex language to communicate
· An awareness of time and eternity (He has set eternity in the human heart (Ecclesiastes 3:11))
· Self-awareness
· A capacity for complex relationships (marriage, friendship, work, society, military, faith, etc.)
“The more we know about God and man the more similarities we will recognize… the expression refers to every way man is like God.” (Grudem)

3 Most Important Aspects of the Image of God: Personhood
	Whole person	Related to	
	Mind 	Knowledge	 
	Emotions 	Conviction 
	Will 	Decisions	
Why Did God Create Mankind?
Not because of any need on His part.
 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.” (John 17:24)
God created mankind for His own glory.
…everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” (Isaiah 43:7)
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:11-12)
Man was created good
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good… (Genesis 1:31)

So what went wrong?
Man was created free to love or rebel
Adam and Eve chose sin by disobeying and thus came under God’s punishment – Genesis 3:1-13
That sin caused mankind to fall and cursed all of us – Genesis 3:14-19

How wrong did it go? 
Why we Stand Condemned: a Three-fold Problem:
INHERITED SIN – 
An innate spiritual brokenness that is passed from generation to generation all the way back to Adam & Eve.
· A sin nature – a disposition/uncontrollable tendency toward sin.
· Original sin – Adam’s sin produced this corruption of nature in all his offspring.
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. (Ephesians 2:1-3)
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me… (Psalm 51:5)
Mankind exists in a state known as Total Depravity: failing the test of pleasing God and utterly unable to do so within one’s self.
… so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. (Romans 1:28b-29a)
Every facet of our personhood has been corrupted by this inherited sin:
Our Mind:
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:4)
 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. (Ephesians 4:18)
Our Emotions:
…their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. (Romans 1:21b)
 Therefore, God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts… (Romans 1:24a)
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. (Romans 1:26a)
In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. (Titus 1:15b)
Our Wills:
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. (Romans 6:20)
For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. (Romans 7:18-19)
Depravity is total in that it affects all aspects of a person and all people are affected with it.
Even though inherited sin is sufficient to disqualify us from heaven (we are tainted or diseased), it always results in individual acts of sin.



Origin of the Human Soul:
Creation Theory
God creates each soul individually
Strength: 
· Purity of Christ
Weakness: 
· Requires an individual fall
· Doesn’t account for sin nature

Traducian Theory
Soul as well as body is generated from parents at conception
Weakness: 
· Passing on of the non-material
· How is Mary’s sin not passed on to Christ?
Strengths:
· Explains depravity of man
· Heredity factors: intellect, personality, emotional similarities
· Logical ground for life-affirming position as beginning at conception 
· Best agrees with Scripture
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. (Genesis 2:2)
Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

Total Depravity does not mean:
· Everyone is as bad as they could be – it is exhibited in some more than others.
· People are without conscience or any innate knowledge of God.
· Everyone will indulge in every kind of sin.
· People are incapable of performing “good deeds.”

God’s Penalty for Inherited Sin is Spiritual Death
· Separation from the life of God in the earthly life.
· Unfitness for heaven due to our broken state.
· If not remedied before physical death, separation becomes permanent and punishment ensues.
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)
Sin separates us from God: 
But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that he will not hear. (Isaiah 59:2)
The Remedy for Inherited Sin – 
Redemption 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1-2)
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter 1:18-19)
Impartation of new Spiritual Life through the Holy Spirit
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (John 3:3)
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1-2)
The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. (Romans 8:6)

IMPUTED SIN - 
To attribute/ascribe/reckon something to someone.
Romans 5:12-19 tells us that Adam’s sin has been imputed to the human race.  - 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned—
13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. (Romans 5:12-19)
Two Views on the meaning of Imputed Sin – 
The Federal or Representative View
As representative of the human race, Adam broke the covenant of works and his guilt is credited to all of us directly.
The Seminal or Realistic View (Augustine)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The body of Adam contained the “seed” of his children thus we all “sinned in Adam.”
God’s view of Achan’s sin: Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions.  (Joshua 7:11)
This man [Melchizedek the priest], however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater… One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor… (Hebrews 7:6-10)
Imputed sin is credited directly to each person from Adam. 
Wait! What about Ezekiel 18?
The one who sins is the one who will die. The child will not share the guilt of the parent, nor will the parent share the guilt of the child. The righteousness of the righteous will be credited to them, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against them. (Ezekiel 18:20)
This passage speaks primarily about the people of God passing judgement on earthly transgressions and wickedness and the resultant criminal penalties. It concludes…
“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! (Ezekiel 18:30-32) 
Every person must individually repent of their own sin in order to be forgiven. There are no grand-children in the family of God.
	
God’s Penalty for Imputed Sin is Physical Death.

The Remedy for Imputed Sin – 
Our sin was imputed to Jesus Christ.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24)
Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us.
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. (Romans 3:21-22a)
What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. (Romans 4:3-5)
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. (John 3:36)
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




