Revival 2
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Mark 2:18-22
2. Last Week: I Began a new series of messages on Revival
A. Revival
a. An Invitation: 
i. An Isaiah 55:6 Invitation
· To Seek the Lord while he may be found, to call on him while he is near.

ii. Not only to us, but including us

· I believe a new move of God is coming and we have been invited to participate.

B. Shared some revelation I received
a. Father’s Day Dream

b. Offered to many different flavors of Christianity

i. Significant coloration between gifts of Spirit and fruit of Spirit
c. The unlikely
i. Unlikely people, Unlikely place, Unlikely time
·  that He alone would get the glory

· We're not good enough or holy enough -  but He is
d. Kingdom Paradigm
i. Last are first, weak are strong, least are greatest
ii. 1 Cor. 1:26-29 - it's who he chooses
· 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him.
· Sovereign choices
e. Count the cost
i. It will cost you everything
ii. Time, Energy, Lifestyle as you know it
iii. The stakes are high, the price is great
f. Prepare yourselves for the spotlight
i. It's unmerciful, It unrelenting, It's cruel
g. I see explosive power being released
i. life transforming power
h. Not about personalities but His presence
i. The only superstar is Jesus
i. Weeping will me a manifestation of His Presence
i. compassion for the lost, wounded and broken
ii. tears that heal
j. Five
i. 5 phases, 5 stages, 5 chapters
k. Prepare for attacks from within
i. Do not respond in kind
ii. Do not defend yourselves at all
iii. It's God's testing and God's sieve
iv. Loyalties will be tested
v. Choices will have to be made
l. 2009 a year of suffering, death and resurrection
i. Resurrection is almost at hand
m. This is a new thing
i. not an old thing revisited or revived
ii. God is doing something brand new
iii. Forget the former things
iv. Do not mimic past moves of God
v. Behold Him
n. Foundations will be severely tested y the weight of His presence
i. Time to put away childish things
ii. love will keep us together - only love
o. Fragrance of His presence will open eyes and restore right thinking
i. Taste and see that he is good
p. Asian connection
q. radical obedience required
i. fear of God over fear of man
r. There is ALWAYS more is we wait and ask
3. Today
A. Revival 2: Characteristics of Revival

a. 14 Characteristics

b. Cover 1- 7 today

c. Cover 8-14 next week
4. Read & Pray: Mark 2:18-22
A. 18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?"  19 Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 20 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.  21 "No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins."

B. The context here is speaking directly and specifically to the issue of religious practices:

a. how we do ministry

b. How we do church

c. And the conflict between old and new

C. John Paul Jackson: “To the old wine, the new wine will always look like rebellion.”
a. The next move of God is always attached by the last move of God

i. I don’t want to attack the next move – I want to help father it!

D. If God is about to pour out new wine I want to be a wine skin ready to receive it

a. That literally means remaining flexible to change and pressure

5. Lead verses Feed

A. I feel a weighty responsibility to prepare you as best I can

B. If I’m right and God is about to do a new thing in our midst then we will need this preparation
II. Characteristics of Revival 
(Based on the work of Revival Historian Dr. Richard Riss)
1. Misrepresentations

A. Revivals or Moves of God or often misrepresented

a. Unfortunately these misrepresentations are 
i. Usually widely believed, 
ii. And create stumbling blocks which prevent many people from partaking in the benefits of the move.

· Such as forgiveness, love, joy, refreshing, healing, reconciliation, character development, and other benefits…
B. Of the Great Awakening Jonathan Edwards wrote:

a. "When this work of God first appeared, and was so extraordinarily carried on among us in the winter, others round about us seemed not to know what to make of it, and there were many that scoffed at and ridiculed it; and some compared what we called conversion to certain distempers." (mental illness)
i. Because people really didn’t understand what was happening, they began to say negative things about it.
ii. Especially Church leaders
C. Reason for Misrepresentations
a. One of the reasons that people misunderstand revival is that it tends to create a great deal of chaos and disorder. 
i. Normal church programs are usually suspended. 
ii. People are caught up in the things of God. 
iii. They often fall to the ground or make unusual noises; they weep or laugh or act as though drunk. 
· This was as true for the Great Awakening as it was for any other revival
D. Finney had a similar experience in the Second Awakening, he said

a. "it has been common for good men, in referring to those revivals, to assume that although they were upon the whole, revivals of religion, yet . . . they were so conducted that great disorders were manifest in them, and that there was much to deplore in their results. Now all this is an entire mistake."

b. Unfortunately this is a very common phenomenon during revivals.
i.  People will assume, based upon misleading reports, that there is a great deal of mixture in them and that there is "much to deplore in their results." 
ii. It’s unavoidable – even perfect leadership of a move of God encounters storms of criticism
· this is exactly what happened to Jesus.

E. These Misrepresentations have been a part of every move of God
a. Azusa Street – Pentecostalism 1900’s

b. Healing Revival of 1940’s & 50’s

c. Charismatic Renewal 1970’s

d. More Recently

i. Third Wave – Vineyard Movement

ii. Toronto & Lakeland

F. Three Factors at Work

a. Attack of the Enemy

b. Jealousy of Man

c. Tests of God

i. God testing the hearts of men
2. How Awakenings Arise

A. They always emerge against a backdrop of very serious spiritual decline or intense spiritual dryness.

B. They are the product of intense prayer.

C. When people pray for reawakening, God seems to give the answer to their prayers in places that they least expect it.
a. Unlikely people, places and times

D. At the beginning of an awakening, there is often an exhilarating sense of expectancy.

E. Revivals are often brought about by telling people about the revivals of the past.
a. Hmmm… more to come on revival history
F. There is often a specific point in time at the outset of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit at which God’s presence is suddenly recognized by the people. The power of God falls spontaneously.

G. Revivals of this kind seem to emerge at the same time in many different places.
a. Invitation to many – we are blessed ot have it extended to us

3. Who becomes involved?

A. The Lord breathes new life into the Church.

B. He brings multitudes of new believers into His body.

C. Those who are already Christian enter more deeply into the fullness of salvation.

D. People recognize a similarity of the revival to any previous revivals they have experienced.

E. Backsliders are reclaimed.
a. How many prodigal children and spouses are there in this church alone?
F. People often come out of curiosity or skepticism and become believers.

G. There are conversions of ministers.
a. I love seeing pastors get saved!

4. The Spread of the News

A. At the outset of revival, there is very little organization.
a. God is OK with Messy

i. So am I

b. We have to get good at doing things badly of we ever hope to do things well
B. Advertizing is largely by word of mouth.

C. People are sometimes drawn to the scene of revival by an irresistible power.

D. People come from miles away.

E. People flock from everywhere.

F. There are crowds.

G. It is contagious.

H. There are often secular newspaper accounts of an awakening.
5. Conviction of Sin, Righteousness, and Judgment

A. Revival is characterized by widespread repentance and brokenness.
a. Brokenness leads to repentance, leads to intimacy, lead to power
B. There is a great deal of meditation upon God’s character.
a. Connection between gifts (colors) & fruit of the Spirit
C. There is an awakening of conscience.

D. There is conviction of sin.
a. By the power of the Holy Spirit

b. Not guilt and condemnation via men
E. People are given an immediate revelation of God’s glory and of their own sinfulness and inadequacy before him.
a. He is bigger, we are smaller

b. He increases, we decrease
F. In some cases, people for blocks around are confronted with their own sin and God’s majesty.
a. Sovereignly and supernaturally

i. Common with Evan Roberts and the Welsh Revival
G. People suddenly become deeply convinced of their lostness.

H. An awesome fear of God and His judgment comes upon everyone.
a. Fear of the Lord replace the fear of man
I. Revivals bring the individual face to face with the eternal questions of one’s nature and destiny.

J. People suddenly become aware of the terrors of hell.

K. This is accompanied by deep distress over one’s wickedness.

L. The urge to pray, especially for salvation, is irresistible.

M. There are sometimes manifestations of shaking or trembling.
a. How the “Quakers” got their name
N. There are often strange manifestations of emotion in people in response to these experiences, including laughter, weeping, barking or yelping, and roaring.
a. John Arrnot: 5 people same manifestation for different reasons

i. Healing

ii. Deliverance

iii. Salvation

iv. Refreshing

v. Copy cat
O. People therefore seek forgiveness from God through Christ’s shed blood.

P. They then find redemption in His blood; they are given assurance of forgiveness of sin and of salvation.

Q. This is accompanied with joy and peace.

R. Even the skeptical and stubborn will also grieve over their sins until they find assurance.
6. Freedom & Reconciliation

A. God frees people from bondage to sinful habits, bad attitudes, and emotional disturbances, breaking the power of ‘cancelled sin,’ as Charles Wesley put it.

B. Old prejudices are changed radically.

C. Broken homes are reunited.

D. There is widespread reconciliation.

E. There comes a depth of love for one’s brothers and sisters in Christ beyond measure.
a. We actually begin to Live Love!
F. People receive a fresh sense of the unity of believers in all times and places.
a. The Father answering Jesus’ John 17 prayer to make us one
G. It puts an end to cursing, blasphemy, drunkenness and uncleanness in a town. There is a cessation of fighting, clamor, bitterness, and so forth.

H. Rather, joy and peace become predominant in a place that has experienced an awakening.
7. Heaven Upon Earth

A. People become so preoccupied with the things of God that they don’t want to talk about anything else.

B. There is an unusually vivid sense of God’s presence, and of joy, love and peace.

C. There are sometimes manifestations of laughter and speechlessness.

D. There is a completely different, refreshing atmosphere where God is present.

E. People experience heaven upon earth.
a. On Earth as it is in Heaven

i. Explosive life changing power
F. Meetings are often of protracted length. Time passes very quickly.

G. There is a feeling of release, or freedom in the Spirit.
a. It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free

b. We begin to live in the fullness of that freedom
H. People feel refreshed. There is a new lilt to everyone’s steps.
a. The Joy of the Lord is our Strength

b. This was a huge aspect of what happened in Toronto
I. People suddenly have an intense enthusiasm about the things of God.

J. There is considerable praise to God.

K. There is singing in the Spirit of such harmonies as are almost never heard on earth.
a. New songs, new sounds are released
L. There is dancing in the Spirit.
a. Dancing as David danced – with ALL his might
M. There are manifestations of spiritual gifts.

N. Children prophesy.

III. Ministry Time
1. Words of Knowledge from Congregation
