Healing 11

Intro
· Open Bibles to Mark 8:1-26
· We have been taking a look at the supernatural acts of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel
· With a specific focus on healing
· Today we will continue with Mark 8:1-26
· Jesus once again multiplying food
· His warning to the disciples
· Healing of a blind man at Bethsaida
· Pray and read
· We’ll take it a few verses at a time

Mark 8:1-5
During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”

His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”

“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.

“Seven,” they replied.
· So, a large crowd has gather in a remote place to be with Jesus.
· This text does say specifically what went on over those three days but…
· If the rest of the gospel is an indicator…
· It’s a safe bet that there was some teaching and probably some healing
· Proclamation and demonstration of the Kingdom
· It’s what Jesus did
· And now, there is a need for food
· We’re not sure if the provisions the people carried with them had run out
· Or if they never had food with them to begin with
· But Jesus is concerned for them
· Verses 2-3 tell us that:
· “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”
· Almighty God is concerned for their well-being
· Even with the practical issues of daily life
· He is concerned for you as well
· And he has compassion for you too
· In Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus said:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you - you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
· Your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
· We have a good Dad.
· That’s the heart of God toward the crowd in the remote place
· And that the heart of God toward you
· Here, now, today.
· Jesus expresses his concern for the people and the disciples ask a question:
· Verse 4
· “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”
· Have they forgotten what happened just a couple of chapters ago?
· When Jesus feed thousands 5 loaves and 2 fish?
· Back in Mark chapter 6?
· It seems they have
· Jesus asked they how many loaves they had and they replied seven.
· Little is much in the hands of The Creator
· He created everything out of nothing - with a word
· Lunch is NOT a problem for him!
· What has God called you to?
· How many loaves do you have?
· Watch what he can do…

Mark 8:6-10
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. About four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. (dal-ma-noon-tha)
· 4000 people feed with 7 loaves of bread and a few small fish
· Astonishing!
· Just imagine what he can do with what little we have?
· With what little you have?
· Our lack of recourses are not enough to limit God’s purposes.
· Let’s just seek first His kingdom and leave the rest to Him.

· Verse 10 tell us that after the people were feed he sent them away, He sent them on their way home, then…
· “…he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.” (dal-ma-noon-tha)
· a town on the west side of the Sea of Galilee, near Magdala

Mark 8:11-13
The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side.
· So a quick atop at Dalmanutha (dal-ma-noon-tha) only to be questioned and tested by the Pharisees
· To test Him: 
· This is not a friendly encounter. 
· The word tested could just as easily be translated as tempted. 
· The Pharisees are tempting Jesus to perform a miraculous sign
· just like Satan did in the wilderness.
· They want a sign
· Let’s see, healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out demons, walking on water, calming a storm and twice miraculously multiplying food…
· Not sign enough?
· But in the mind of the Pharisees 
· This was not a request for another miracle like all those Jesus had already done. 
· They are asking for a dramatic sign in the heavens
· Something akin to Elijah's confrontations with the prophets of Ball when fire fell from above…
· 1 Kings 18:38-39
· Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord he is God! The Lord he is God!”
· Jesus tells them no in verse 12…
· “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.”
· Jesus will not play their game
· He will not yield to this temptation either
· Verse 13 find them back in the boat yet again
· Where Jesus has a discussion with his disciples 

Mark 8:14-21
The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”

They discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.”

Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”

“Twelve,” they replied.

“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”

They answered, “Seven.”

He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”
· Jesus is peaking metaphorically
· He’s speaking parabolically
· He’s employing the use of analogy
· And the disciples - they just don’t get it
· When Jesus warns the disciple saying…
· “Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”
· He’s not being literal, 
· He’s speaking figuratively
· He’s not speaking about bread
· Or baking supplies
· He talking about influence
· Specifically, religious and political influence
· Religion and politics had a baby and it is called a religious spirit
· And it is deadly
· Yeast is a metaphor for this unhealthy religious and political influence
· Jesus is warning is disciple about this seemingly small influence with huge impact.

· Matthew 16:11-12 offers more insight into this yeast:
· How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
· So does Luke 12:1 when Jesus says…
· “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”
· But yeast, like influence can also be used for good…
· In Luke 13:20-21 Jesus said…
· “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
· As Galatians 5:9 tells us…
· “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”
· Yeast is influence, it only takes a little to change a lot
· And Jesus is warning against the influence of the Pharisees and of Herod.
· David Guzik’s commentary added this:
· “This leaven isn't merely yeast, but a pinch of dough left over from the previous batch, as in the making of sourdough bread. This is how bread was commonly leavened in the ancient world…”
· This is a warning of mixing the old with the new
· You really can NOT put new wine into an old wine skin
· Do it and both are lost
· The old and the new do NOT mix
· The Old and new covenants are incompatible
· Law and grace are incompatible
· Add even a little law to grace and it is no longer grace but it is now law.
· Jesus is warning the disciple against this mixture.
· They would be faced with this very issue in Acts 15
· At the Council at Jerusalem
· Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” ~ Acts 15:1
· The mix of the old and the new
· Law added to grace
· Read the chapter for yourself.
· So after this conversation they moved on to Bethsaida


Mark 8:22-23
They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”
· This is becoming a common occurrence for Jesus
· People bringing other people to him
· People who need to be healed
· And begging Jesus to touch them
· In this case, it’s a blind man
· And as with Jarius’ daughter in Mark chapter 5
· And the deaf and mute man in Mark chapter 7
· Jesus takes this man aside and ministers to him privately
· He took this man all the way outside the village
· Some ministry is done publicly
· Other ministry is better done privately
· There could be any number of reasons why…
· For the sake of the person comes foremost to mind
· Let the Holy Spirit Lead you

· Then Jesus did three additional things
· He spit on the man’s eyes
· He laid hands on him (presumably to pray)
· And then he interviewed the man

· The spit sure worked for the deaf and mute man back in chapter 7
· Still seems pretty weird to me
· And I’ve got a really big box for weird
· Makes me wonder, just how did he spit on the guy’s eyes?
· A little gentle spittle on his finger and then up to his eyes?
· That’s the impression I get from Jesus’ encounter with the deaf and mute man in Mark 7:33
· After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue.
· This sounds a bit different here in chapter 8, verse 23
· “When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him”
· Most translations I looked at said
·  “spit on the man’s eyes”
· Others actually say:
· “spit into the man’s eyes”
· It sounds to me like Jesus actually spit in this guy’s eyes and then laid hands on him.
· One commentator mentioned that the spit was to open eye lids that were crusted shut or “gummed together as sometimes happens with the blind
· I don’t know
· It doesn’t explain the spit used for the deaf and dumb guy in the last chapter
· I think some bible commentators are uncomfortable with the weirdness of God and try to explain it away.
· And in so doing tame God, or make him more like us.
· His ways really aren’t our ways
· Moving on…

· Next Jesus interviews him
· He basically asks “how a doin?”
· Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”
· And the man responds

Mark 8:24
He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.”
· So, he once was blind but now he sees
· Some
· At least a little
· His eyesight isn’t fully restored
· But it is better
· So, what does Jesus do?
· He prays again

Mark 8:25-26
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even go into the village.”
· Jesus prays a second time
· And the mans sight is completely restored
· So much so that he “saw everything clearly”
· Then Jesus sends him home saying…
· “Don’t even go into the village.”
· I suspect Jesus is trying to keep his popularity down to a minimum
· But it’s really not working
· Crowds are following him everywhere

· To my knowledge this is only time Jesus had to pray twice for someone to be healed
· Why is that?
· Was Jesus having a bad day?
· Was he just not “feeling it”?
· Was there a disturbance in the force?
· Something off in the spiritual atmosphere?
· Was there something especially bad or wrong about this blind man?
· I don’t think so

· I think Jesus did this for us
· He knew that there would be times when we would need to pray more then once
· And this account helps us
· It makes space for process
· And when you think about our spiritual journeys…
· It’s all a process
· Sometimes we take great giant steps forward
· More often than not we take daily baby steps

· Guys, please hear this…
· Praying again is NOT a lack of faith
· Sometimes it’s a sign of faith

· As it says in Matthew 7:7-8 from the Amplified Bible
· “Ask and keep on asking and it will be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you will find; knock and keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who keeps on asking receives, and he who keeps on seeking finds, and to him who keeps on knocking, it will be opened.

Application
· So what have we learned from this healing encounter?
· Some encounters are public
· Others are private
· Sometime Jesus did weird stuff when he prayed for people
· Spitting in the blind man’s eyes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Maybe our God boxes need to get a little bit bigger when it comes to healing and the supernatural?
· After Jesus prayed he interviewed the man
· He checked in to see how he was doing
· He asked: “do you see anything”
· And… he prayed again
· We might need to pray more then once
· And if we do that’s ok
· It is not a lack of faith

Ministry Time
· Ok, let’s do the stuff
· Invite Holy Spirit to come
· Ask for words of knowledge

Let’s pray
· Play final song
· Close in prayer


