                                                                                                                    “Three Responses to the Birth of Christ”
Matthew 2:1-23

II. The Apathy of Jerusalem
While Herod’s _______ were terrible, the ______ of Jerusalem was far worse so far as God is concerned. 
Rev. 3:14-16.

The ______ of Jerusalem was a ______ made in spite of the available ________ given them by the magi, the proclamation of the _________, Lk. 2:20, and His ____________ in the temple, Lk. 2:21-38.

III. To Seek out and Worship
Most of what we know about the ____  we picked up from Christmas ______ and cards. We don’t know;
1. How ____ there were,
2. Where exactly they ____ from,
3. Exactly ____ they visited Christ.

What we do know is they made a ____ journey, possibly two years, in order to ____ ___ the child born ____ of the Jews in order to _______ Him.

Their response to the _____ of Christ was one of _______ commitment to ____ and _______ the Christ.
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Intro: The _____ of Christ wasn’t celebrated by the early church for the first 350 years. The church’s _____ was on the _________ and miracles of the Lord.

Only Matthew and Luke had a ___________ account of the _____ of Christ, while John presented the birth in _________ terms. Matt. 1:18-24; Luke 2:1-20; John 1:1-9,14.

The Gospel of Mark had _______ about the Savior’s _____. His audience was primarily _______ and he presented the ________ and deity of the Lord.

I. Open Hostility of Herod
While the _______ of Herod was appalling, it was none the less ______ among kings of those days.

At the time of Christ’s _____ he was an old man, in poor health, and his ________ and power were driven by paranoia and ___________.

While the _________ of the children was horrifying, it was in accordance with his own _________ and conduct.
 
His _________ is every man’s depravity if given the right _____________ to develop.



