The Gospel of John 4:27-42

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 4
· Working our way through John
· Last week we took a look at Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan Woman
· Today we’ll finish up that encounter
· Read and Pray

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
· Pray
· OK, let’s take a look at this a bite at a time…

Verse 27-30
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
· If you recall, last week I told you that Jew’s distained Samaritans
· Because of their errant theology and cultural compromises Jew’s Despised them and viewed them as half-breeds
· Add to that the fact that rabbi’s would never talk to a woman in public…
· It’s no wonder the disciples are surprised.
· Jesus had colored outside the disciples lines
· He has once again wandered outside the disciples’ God Box.
· The “what do you want” is directed toward the Samaritan Women
· While the “why are you talking with her” is directed toward Jesus.
· Of course no one had the guts to say it out loud but sometimes words aren’t necessary.
· Body language and facial expression can communicate volumes
· Verse 28 indicates that the woman got the message
· She left right away, even leaving her water jar behind her.
· She was more comfortable with Jesus than she was with his disciples
· Make me wonder…
· Are people more comfortable with Jesus than his disciples today as well?
· I think the answer is yes.
· If that’s true, who needs to change?
· Us, them or Jesus?
· We need to change to be more like Jesus to those outside the church.

Verses 28-30
· The Samaritan woman is so impacted by her encounter with Jesus…
· So impacted by the prophetic revelation he shared with her about her life…
·  She is so impacted by the “Life Reading” Jesus gave her…
· That she goes back to town and tells everyone about it.
· And they believed her enough to check this Jesus out for themselves.
· Could this Jesus actually be the long awaited Messiah?
· Pretty cool stuff – isn’t it?

Back to the Disciples: Verses 31-38
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
· The disciples are clueless, they’re missing the point
· The disciple are focused on the natural and Jesus the spiritual
· The disciple are wondering why Jesus spoke to a Samaritan woman 
· The disciples are concerned about lunch and has Jesus eaten
· Jesus is focused on other things
· Jesus is talking to them about the spiritual realm
· Jesus is talking about a spiritual harvest
· Jesus is talking about people coming to faith
· A place of trust in God
· Have you ever felt that way in your spiritual life
· You want to talk with God about one thing and he has another topic in mind?
· I have. And I’ve always found it beneficial to follow his lead in our conversations
· It’s hasn’t always taken me where I want to go but it always take me where I needed to go.
· The disciple want to discuss lunch and Jesus uses their question to change the topic to evangelism
· Verse 34: “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
· Jesus is letting the disciples know that they are in an amazing spiritual field, ripe for harvest.
· What does he tell them in verse 35?
· Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.
· Jesus tells them to open their eyes!
· We live in that same day
· I’m convinced it’s a major part of my calling
·  Is to open blind spiritual eyes!
· We can be so consumed with “serving God” that we miss what he’s doing all around us.
· We miss the fields ripe for harvest all around us

· Jesus sowed seeds in that Samaritan Woman and the disciples would soon have an opportunity to help reap the harvest
· Often, this is how the work of God happens
· One sows, and another reaps
· Saint Paul put it this way in 1 Corinthians 3:6-8
· I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor.
· In the end, the pay is the same.
· Like Paul, I LOVE planting seeds, I have truck loads of faith for planted seeds
· I have what I like to call Isaiah 55:10-11 faith for planting seeds
· “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
· I may not see the fruit this side of heaven, but I will see it.

Back to the Woman
· The Scene Changes Back to the Samaritan Woman
· And we see the harvest Jesus spoke of in verse 39-42
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”

· Like dropping a rock in a pond
· Jesus’ conversation with this one woman had ripple effects impacting the entire community
· The Samaritan woman shares with the town her encounter with Jesus
· “He told me everything I ever did.” 
· The towns folk believe her testimony
· And they go to Jesus!
· Jesus and the disciple spend the next two days there
· As a result verse 41 tells us that
· “many more became believers”
· Believing that Jesus was indeed the Messiah
· Or, “the Savior of the World” As it says in verse 42
· Now we know why John 4:4 tells us that
· “he (Jesus) had to go through Samaria.”
· He had to go because he was brining revival to them

Question? 
· Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan Woman here in John chapter 4 makes we wonder…
· Who are the modern day Samaritans?
· Who are the modern day spiritual half breeds?
· Who are the modern day despised ones?
· Who are the modern day outcasts?
· Who are those with a confused, compromised and mixed theology?
· Who are the modern day Samaritans ripe for harvest in our land?
· The disciples completely missed it until Jesus opened their eyes
· What are we missing?
· The Last Move of God and the Next Move of God
· We have a long history of missing what’s next until it happens
· And then resisting it when it does
· The Jews couldn’t imagine a revival that included both gentiles and Samaritans
· The Protestants had no room for the Pentecostals
· They viewed them as outcast – as spiritual Samaritans with their mixed faith
· The Pentecostals had no room for the Catholic Charismatics
· They were untouchable because of theological differences
· Who’s next?
· What people group would be as offensive to us as the…
· Gentiles were to the Jews
· The Pentecostals were to the Protestants
· The Catholic Charismatics were to the Pentecostals?
· I don’t have a “thus sayth the Lord” but consider this…
· The Mormons?
· The Jehovah Witnesses?
· Muslims?
· The Homosexual Community?
· People from away?
· What if God moved among one of those demographics
· What would we do?
· Would we see a ripe harvest or would we be repelled?

Let’s Pray
· Lord open our eyes
· Show us the modern day Samaritans
· Give us your heart for them
· Send revival among all those people groups
· And Lord – Please use us as harvesters in your field.
