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Because of the immensity of His love, God gives believers utterly unbelievable blessings.

I. In His great love, God graciously and mercifully gives undeserving people new life.
(v. 4-5)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

dis-ease: (n.) a condition of [a creature] that impairs normal functioning and is typically
manifested by distinguishing signs and symptoms.

So | tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind
of impurity, with a continual lust for more. (Ephesians 4:17-19)

For | know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the
desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out. For I do not do the good | want to do, but the
evil 1 do not want to do—this | keep on doing. (Romans 7:18-19)

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.
The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do
s0. Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:6-8)

So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard:
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. (Luke 7:22)

(Turn to John 9:13-39)

In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of
the blind will see. (Isaiah 29:18 (see also 35:5, 42:18-19, 43:8))

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.”

“How can someone be born when they are 0ld?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”



Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You
should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.” (John 3:3-7)

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26 (see also 11:19, 18:31))

The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw
a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the
Lorb! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: | will make breath enter you, and
you will come to life. | will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you
with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that | am the
LORD.”” (Ezekiel 37:1-6)

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong
to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin,
the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. (Romans 8:9-11)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!
(2 Cor. 5:17)
Il. God lifted us to the most lofty of places in the very presence of our Savior and
friend. (v. 6)

See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. (Isaiah
52:13)

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me
a firm place to stand. (Psalms 40:2)

By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. (1 Corinthians 6:14)

Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and
fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the
heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one
kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.



So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised
imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. (1 Corinthians 15:39-44)

And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the
heavenly man. (1 Corinthians 15:49)

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1)

...because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with
Jesus and present us with you to himself. (2 Corinthians 4:14)

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to
you. (John 15:15)

| tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when | drink it
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” (Matthew 26:29)

Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will
come in and eat with that person, and they with me.

To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as | was
victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.” (Revelation 3:20-21)

Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud
peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9)

1. All of this is for the display of God’s glorious grace. (v. 7)

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. (Psalms 19:1)



Sing for joy, you heavens, for the Lord has done this; shout aloud, you earth beneath. Burst into
song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the Lord has redeemed Jacob, he
displays his glory in Israel. (Isaiah 44:23)

“I will display my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see the punishment I inflict
and the hand | lay on them. (Ezekiel 39:21)

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing
that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness
and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s
wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:4-5)

What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great
patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the
riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—
even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? (Romans
9:22-24)

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and
who lives for ever and ever, °the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the
throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne
and say:

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they were created
and have their being.” (Revelation 4:9-11)

But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with
glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for
everyone. (Hebrews 2:9)

...just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new
life. (Romans 6:4b)

“Father, I want those You have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the
glory You have given me because You loved me before the creation of the world.

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know You, I know You, and they know that You
have sent me. | have made You known to them, and will continue to make You known in order
that the love You have for me may be in them and that [ myself may be in them.” (John 17:24-
26)

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6)

All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause
thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 4:15)



