Live Love 3

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to John 15
A. Continue my Live Love series

2. We’re on a journey together.
A. A 1 Corinthians 14:1 Journey
a. “Pursue Love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.”
B. We’re in the pursue love phase
a. Learning how to Live Loved by our heavenly Father
b. And how to love one another
c. We’re creating an atmosphere of love where it’s safe to explore, experiment and practice the Gifts of the Holy Spirit

3. In Live Love 1
A. We looked at one of our greatest obstacles to living love
a. Our need to be right
B. We watched an entertaining TED.com video by Kathryn Shultz on Being Wrong
a. “What does it feel like to be wrong? It feels like being right”
C. I told you that:
a. It is more important to love than it is to be right
b. If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.
c. The reason why it is more important to love than it is to be right… we could be wrong.

4. Last week: Live Love 2
A. Two Questions
a. What does it mean to Live Love
b. How do we do it
B. Looked at 1 Corinthians 13 – classic chapter on love
a. Verses 1-3 what is not required to live love
i. Spiritual Gifts
b. Verses 4-8 examples of living love
i. It’s a great description of how God loves you
ii. And how we’re to love one another
C. We addressed HOW
a. The key to living love is to live loved
i. 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
· We cannot draw from an empty well
ii. We experience God’s love by going where the life is
· Find what has life on it for you and you’ll find God there
· Worship, meditation, intercession, the word?
b. From there start with the people it’s easy to love…
i. And love them
c. With momentum behind you move onto those who are more difficult to love

5. Today: Live Love 3
A. I want to look at Living Love from a familiar passage

6. Read & Pray John 15:1-17
1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
 5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
 9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.
A. OK, so, let’s look at John 15

II. Context
1. Part of the upper room discourse from John chapters 13-17
A. This is Jesus’ last meeting with His closest friends before the crucifixion.
a. Jesus has washed his disciples feet
b. He’s given them a new commandment: to love
c. And he’s about to establish a new covenant
d. In this context he speaks of vines and branches

2. Last words are lasting words
A. He’s sharing what’s most important to him with those who are most important to him
B. This vine and branches thing must be pretty important

III. There are two ways of looking at these popular verses
1. Process or production
A. Most of my Christian experience has been production focused not process focused.
a. Maybe that’s been your experience as well?
B. It’s a matter of perspective
a. And perspective often reveals our philosophical paradigm

2. Production Focused
A. We’re fixated on verse 2
a. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
B. Is there fruit on my branch?
a. I become a fruit inspector
b. Am I fruitful?
C. I’m concerned and afraid that if I’m unfruitful,
a. I’ll be rejected by God and thrown into hell. so…
i. I have to work harder
ii. I need to be more disciplined
iii. I need to be obedient
iv. I need to be more faithful
v. More meetings, more meetings, more meetings….
vi. Guilt, shame, guilt, shame…
b. Or worse yet… 
i. I inspect other people’s fruit
· Are “they” fruitful?
ii. And if “they” do not pass my inspection it means…
· They have to work harder, be more disciplined, faithful…
D. It’s just not working for me guys
a. I think it is a weak understanding of the text
b. It completely misses Jesus heart
c. And it distorts our view of God 
i. It’s fear driven and control based
E. That can’t be the case
a. It just doesn’t fit the context of the remaining verses
b. Listen to me…
i. Don’t stop at verse two!
ii. You’ll never Live Free if you stop at verse two
iii. You’ll never Live Love if you stop at verse two

3. Process Focused
A. Relationship is a process, a lifelong process
a. Listen to these verses and ask yourself: 
i. Process or Production?
B. Verse 3
a. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
b. That was his work, not ours
C. Verse 5
a. 5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing
b. I’ll have more to say about the word remain in a few minutes
D. Verse 9
a. 9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 
b. Is there a more relational word than love?
E. Verse 11
a. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
b. There’s no joy in a production focused approach based on fear and control
F. Verse 12
a. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
G. Verse 15
a. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
b. Friends, yes.
c. All of this is relational, it’s process not production

4. Consider The Fruit of The Spirit
A. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law”. Galatians 5:22-23
a. Whose fruit is it?
B. Even the pruning if for our good.
a. Tell John Gabriel Story

5. Remaining
A. The word remain is used 11 times in the first 17 verses of John 15
a. Must be a pretty important word
B. Strong’s 
a. Meno – (men-oh) a Greek word meaning
b. To Abide
c. To be held
d. Or to wait
C. Some translations like NASB and NKJV use the word abide
a. Abide is the opposite of camping
i. Elaborate on difference between camping and building a house
b. Permanent settlement verses temporary dwelling
D. Meno is a very relational word

6. Personal Relationship
A. Remaining in the vine is all about relationship
B. That’s what was most important to Jesus on his last night with his closest friends
C. He’s telling them - in metaphoric language – stay intimately connected to God
a. The secret to fruitfulness is connection to God, to Love
b. Intimate relationship gives birth to fruit.
c. This is true naturally and spiritually
D. If we want to be a community that LIVES LOVE
a. We need to stay connected to love
i. God is love
b. To LIVE LOVE you need to be loved by God
i. “We love because he first loves us”
c. You need to experience his love for yourself
i. You will love the way you have been loved
ii. You can only give away what you’ve got

7. God loves you extravagantly!
A. Romans 8:31-39
a. 31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all - will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
B. Now THAT’S a true picture of his love for you
a. I can have Joy about that!
b. Do you see or feel any fear or control in those verses?
c. I want to remain in a relationship like that!
d. I need to be in a relationship like that!
e. How about you?

IV. One last point: Love & Freedom
1. If John 15 was just about production (fruitfulness) than why did Jesus say these words in Matthew 7:21-23
A. 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'
B. Prophesying, driving out demons and performing miracles would sound pretty productive in most churches
a. Sounds like fruit
C. But Jesus makes clear that the issue here is “knowing” him
a. Ginōskō: “A Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman”
b. A deep personal, intimate relationship

2. I’m very concerned that a distorted version of Christianity has infected our western church culture
A. It’s Performance Based - more focused… 
a. On fruit than on remaining
b. On works than knowing God
c. On Performance than relationship
B. It can be controlling, manipulative
a. Heavy laden with shame and guilt
b. Over flowing with rules and regulations of men
c. It’s grossly lacking both freedom and love
d. And it’s not producing good fruit
e. Example of watching a worship leader

3. Freedom
A. It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free (Gal 5:1)
a. The most loving act in history was also the most liberating – the Cross!
b. Freedom from the law
i. Freedom from religious laws
c. All the law ever did was reveal sin
i. And that we couldn’t become righteous by keeping it
B. Stop Sign Analogy
a. I see a problem, concern, danger, issue…
i. Dangerous intersection
ii. To protect the people from themselves I put up a stop sign
b. I have to erect it (set the rule)
c. I have to police it (monitor the rule)
d. I have to enforce it (punish the rule breakers)
e. I don’t want to do any of those things
C. Instead
a. I want to walk people over to the intersection and tell them
i. This is a dangerous intersection
· I see a problem here
ii. Look both ways before you cross the street
· Use wisdom, be careful
iii. If you get hurt crossing the street I will be here to love you and tend your wounds
b. Now they are responsible for their spiritual journey
i. Not me
ii. They’re free – even to make mistakes
iii. And they know they’re loved no matter what
D. To me
a. That’s freedom
b. It’s not Performance Based
c. That’s relational
d. That’s a practical way to LIVE LOVE
e. That’s what God does with us
f. That’s what I want us to do with each other
E. Why is this important?
a. Because it’s very difficult, if not impossible to LIVE LOVE without freedom
b. Think about it, it’s hard to hug someone if you’re in bondage

4. One last practical application to living love from John 15
A. Process or Production
a. It’s hard to live love if you’re preoccupied with how much fruit your life is producing
b. It’s very difficult to live love if you’re preoccupied with how much fruit someone else’s life is producing
c. Love is other focused
B. It’s easier to love people if you see them as being in process
a. As a Christian you can’t make someone else fruitful but maybe your love for them with increase their desire to be grafted into the vine too.
C. Remember – A practical way to live love is to see people being in process without judging their fruitfulness.
a. I no longer see it as my job to change people, I just want to help them fall in love with God.
b. Could there a better way to Live Love?

V. Let’s Pray
1. So, what does God look like to you?
A. Loving Papa
B. Or is he the Wild Eyed Crazed Gardener eager to hack you off with his massive pruning shears?
C. Your perspective will have a profound impact on how you live loved and live love
2. Let’s pray

