Love 6

Introduction
· Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 13:4-
· Today is my 6th message on Love

· So far we have looked at these amazing verses:
· Two by Jesus
· Three by the Apostle Paul
· Mark 12:30-31 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Ephesians 3:16-19 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Romans 8:35-39 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
· Scripture is filled with profound gems concerning love!

· Today we’ll continue our look at 1 Corinthians 13 by exploring verses 4-8a
· Read and Pray
· Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.


Paul’s Great Description of Love
· The Apostle Paul begins his description by listing two things love is: 
· Love is patient and love is kind.
· Some translations say it this way: 
· Love suffers long and is kind

· So from the beginning, we see love is described by action words, not by ethereal concepts. 
· Paul is not writing about how love feels, 
· Paul is writing about how it can be seen in action. 
· True love like faith is demonstrated by action.


Love is Patient
· Love suffers long: 
· Love will endure for a very long time. 
· It is the heart of God shown toward you and I
· 2 Peter 3:9 says it this way:
· The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (NKJV)
· So what does that mean for us?
· God is patient us me, I can be patient with others
· Even when they annoy or hurt me
· Patients means long suffering
· Long suffering means to suffer a long time.

· Concerning this word patient, The ancient Archbishop of Constantinople, John Chrysostem (chris-sauce-tom) said:
· “This is the word used of the man who is wronged, and who easily has the power to avenge himself, but will not do it out of mercy and patience.” 
· That’s a wonderful description of God
· He’s all powerful and could strike out against us at any time but loves us instead
· Can you see that this definition of love is both practical and relational?

Love is Kind
· Love is kind: 
· When we have and show God's love, it will often be seen in simple acts of kindness. 
· Never underestimate the power of a simple act of kindness
· A kind word or deed at the right time can change the direction of a person life.
· Pat Scully Chinese Take Out Story

· Jamieson, Fausset & Brown describe kindness as:
· “extending good to others”
· Matthew Henry describes kind as:
· “It is benign, bountiful; it is courteous and obliging”
· Chuck Smith says this concerning long suffering and kindness
· “The characteristic of love, the agape, is that is long-suffering, but also that it is kind. That is, at the end of that period of long-suffering, its response at that time is one of kindness. Now I have heard people, myself say, "I have taken enough of that and now I am going to do something about it." It is usually in a powerful, vengeful way, not so kind. I have taken and taken and taken and I have had it. That isn't agape. The agape is that I have taken, and taken, and taken, poor soul. God help him. It is kind after it is long-suffering.”
· The kindness referred to here is a kindness that – just as in the text – follows after long suffering.
· It’s being kind after you’ve been patient.
· Not easy…

Verses 4-6 - Eight things that love is not: 
· It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth

Love does not envy: 
· Envy is one of the least productive and most damaging of all emotions. 
· It accomplishes nothing, except to hurt. 
· Here’s another way to say it
· Love does not resent it when someone else is promoted or blessed. 
· We have made it a practice in the Zawacki household to genuinely celebrate other’s good fortune
· To wholeheartedly rejoice with those who rejoice
· Have you ever shared good news with someone only to have them rain a pity party on your parade?
· They resent that they didn’t get what you did
· Chances are that’s envy or jealousy.
· The Amplified Bibles states it this way:
· “Love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy”

· Envy is no small thing
· Envy murdered Abel (Genesis 4:3-8). 
· Envy enslaved Joseph (Genesis 37:11, 28). 
· Envy put Jesus on the cross: 
· For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. Matthew 27:18 NASB

Love does not boast
· KJV says: Love does not parade itself: 
· Strong’s defines it this way:
· “a self display, employing rhetorical embellishments in extolling one's self excessively”
· Love is anonymous 
· It doesn’t need the limelight or attention
· Makes me think of a politician’s soup kitchen photo-op at the holidays
· Love loves because it loves to love.
· Not because of the accolades it can get
· Love doesn’t love and then announce to everyone within earshot how loving they just were.
· If were honest, that’s just pride looking for attention by dressing itself up in a love costume
· I like how The Messages puts it:
· Love doesn’t strut,


Love is not proud
· The Greek word used here literally means to “puff up”
· Like blowing up a balloon
· A hot air balloon
· Someone with a "big head." 
· Love doesn't get a big head 
· Love is other focused.
· Love … is not puffed up: 
· It’s not proud or arrogant or self-focused. 
· Hey, all people are susceptible to pride
· But maybe the worst is spiritual pride. 
· Be it denomination or knowledge or heritage or experience
· Pride stinks no matter what variety it comes in
· It’s just so out of place
· Like a big ole muddy boot in the middle of a beautifully set dining room table

Love does not dishonor others
· To honor another is to treat them respectfully
· Not to be rude or disrespectful
· Love treats people with respect
· Whether they deserve it or not
· Love … does not behave rudely: (KJV)
· Think of the golden rule
· You treat others as you’d like them to treat you
· Trying to think of a good example…
· Have you ever had a flight delayed or cancelled?
· And you have to wait on a long line of angry passengers?
· How do we treat the poor gal at the ticket counter
· That might be a practical application of love not dishonoring others
· Love as Honor 
· Honor looks for gold not dirt
· It’s grace driven
· Not law driven
· Honor addresses faults with gently and with encouragement
· Never with gossip
· Honor celebrates people for who they are
· Not judged for who they are not
· Honor heals wounds
· It doesn’t inflict them

Love is not self-seeking
· Love … does not seek its own: 
· Love is not all about me, me, me…
· Truly, love is other focused
· Paul communicates the same idea in Romans 12:9-10 
· Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
· And again in Philippians 2:3-4 
· Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
· The Amplified Bible “love is not self-seeking like this:
· Love (God’s love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking

Love is not easily angered
· Love … is not provoked: KJV
· it is not touchy or fretful or resentful AMP
· Doesn’t fly off the handle: Message
· Hey, we all get angry from time to time
· Especially when we’re irritated or tired or when people are just plain annoying. 
· I’m glad that the NIV inserted the word “easily”
· Have you even had to walk around on egg shells because an angry person was in this house?
· I believe that this is the type of anger being referred to
· A short fuse anger that’s ready to blow at any moment
· Another way to say it might be…
· It take a lot, a great deal, a whole lot - to make love angry
· Being easily angered is not loving

Love keeps no record of wrongs
· Literally, this means: 
· "Love does not store up the memory of any wrong it has received.” 
· Love will put away the hurts of the past instead of clinging to them.
· Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others: The Message
· Love doesn’t replay the tape in our heads over and over and over again.
· Even more than that
· It has no means of recording 
· It keeps no record
· There’s no ledger or video tape
· This is profoundly significant!

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth
· Evil here means injustice
· Or unrighteousness
· More specifically an unjust judge
· Love does not celebrate injustice
· It’s celebrates the truth
· Love wants the truest and best for others
· And refuses to taint or color things against them and in our favor
· Love rejoices in the truth, the whole truth
· Truth without pretence, bias, falsehood or deceit.
Four more things love is: Verse 7
· 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
· Protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres
· Spurgeon calls these four virtues love's four sweet companions.
· Always is a powerful word
· Always and never are words that are usually reserved for God
· The KJV uses the term: “All things” 
· That’s not any better
· There’s no wiggle room in the Amplified Bible either
· Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening].
· All means all
· Always means always!
· All things encompasses everything! 
· We can:
· Bear up under some things
· We can believe the best of some people some of the time
· We can hope, but… fadeless under ALL circumstances?
· And endure everything without weakening?
· Seriously??
· We’ve passed beyond the realm of human discipline
· Or self improvement
· Paul has gone too far
· With some of the others I can see where there is obvious room for improvement
· And I can do better with some focused determination
· But this is a height I simply cannot attain…
· Not in and of myself
· This is a God thing
· This expression of love that requires the divine
· I’ll get back to that point
Let’s look briefly at these one at a time
· Love always protects:
· The word for protect can also be translated covers. 
· It reminds me of 1 Peter 4:8
· Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
· Not as in cover’s up, like a deception or scandal
· But covers over like bandage on a wound
· Love doesn’t burn up the phone lines or facebook uncovering another

· Love always trusts: 
· Here we have again that same Greek root word pistis
· In other words, we choose to believe the best of others
· Not jumping instantly to the worst
· In agape love, trust is never violated
· Love is never sacrificed on the altar of rightness
· Relationship is always preserved, always!
· Again, this is a divine trait

· Love always hopes:
· Love has a confidence in the future, it’s not pessimistic 
· Love is glass half full
· Not glass half empty
· Always looks for the best,
· And it never looks back,
· When disappointed, love doesn’t say, 
· “It will always be like this, things will never get better, things will only get worse!”
· That’s not hope, that’s hopelessness

· Love always perseveres: 
· Most of us can bear all things, and believe all things, and hope all things…for a little while! … Maybe.
· The greatness of agape love is it keeps on bearing, believing, and hoping. 
· It doesn't give up. 
· The NKJV translates verse 7 this way:
· Love… bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

· Some commentators have wondered if there is a process here in verse 7
· First, we face darkness with patience, for love bears all things
· If that isn't enough, we battle darkness with faith, for love believes all things. 
· If this is not enough, we overcome a third time by hope, for love hopes all things. 
· Finally, we finish the battle with perseverance, for love endures all things. 
· And if that’s not enough we have verse 8
· Love never fails

Verse 8: Love Never Fails
· The beginning of verse 8 is another profound statement
· Again utilizing a term that can only be applied to God
· The term “never”
· Love never fails
· Amplified: Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].
· The Message: Love never dies.
· Here’s the interesting thing about love…
· To quote my friend Duane Coffin:
· “Love always looks like it’s losing, until it’s not.”
· What a perfect description of Calvary
· On the cross it sure looked like love was losing
· Even as it won its most astounding victory!
· Love is our secret weapon
· It is the most powerful weapon in our arsenal
· No matter what we’re facing
· It never ever fails, never!

Monday Morning Take Away:
There are two ways to use these verses
· One is to measure myself against it
· Tom is patient
· Tom is kind
· Tom does not envy
· Tom does not boast
· Tom is not proud
· Tom does not dishonor others
· Tom is not self-seeking
· Tom is not easily angered
· Tom keeps no record of wrongs
· Tom does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth
· Tom always protects
· Tom always trusts
· Tom always hopes
· Tom always perseveres
· Tom never fails
· Hmmm… I don’t look so good
· Even if I grade on a curve… I’m still not looking so good

· The other way is to measure God against it
· God is patient
· God is kind
· God does not envy
· God does not boast
· God is not proud
· God does not dishonor others
· God is not self-seeking
· God is not easily angered
· God keeps no record of wrongs
· God does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth
· God always protects
· God always trusts
· God always hopes
· God always perseveres
· God never fails
· Wow, that’s a game changer!

Freedom!
· Instead of guilt and shame because I don’t measure up
· I have hope because I have an amazing Heavenly Father who loves me with THIS lavish and extravagant love!
· Putting our own names in this text is foolishness because it’s an impossible standard!!
· We will never measure up this side of heaven
· Putting God’s name in there is entirely appropriate
·  because I John 4:8 declare simply and profoundly that:
·  GOD IS LOVE!
· If we read these verse from the God perspective then 1 John 3:1 makes perfect sense
· See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
· In light of today’s verses…
· When applied to God, not us…
· The terms Great & Lavish absolutely apply!
· They apply perfectly

Good News!
· This is extraordinary good news
· Agape love is divine love
· It requires God
· With man this is impossible but with God nothing is impossible
· But we can do all thing in Christ
· We love because he first loved us
· He puts this love in us and that’s how it can flow from us
· I want you to see God differently today
· I want to release you from the shame of never measuring up
· And replace it with a view of God who is:
· Patient and kind
· Who is not easily angered
· Who keeps no record of wrong!! 
· Woohoo!!
· Who always protects you
· Who always preserves trust between you and him
· Who ways has hope for you
· Who always perseveres in your relationship
· No matter what
· A God who never fails!
· Remember Calvary, even if it don’t look good this morning, your story is over yet!
· God will never fail you!
· Let’s pray!
