The Gospel of John 9:1-12

Introduction
· Open Bibles to
· Working our way through John’s Gospel
· Read and Pray

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.



JESUS GIVES SIGHT TO A MAN BORN BLIND

The man is healed.
· Verses 1-2 The disciples ask a question.
· 1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
· For the first time in a while we have an honest question
· A question without a hidden agenda
· A true question – not a veiled trap
· A question from one of Jesus’ own disciples
· 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
· The disciples looked at this man and saw a mystery, an unsolved theological riddle or puzzle
· Jesus looked at this man saw a man suffering
· Someone who needed relief.
· The Disciples Assumption
· Ordinary suffering is the result of ordinary sin
· And extraordinary suffering is the result of extraordinary sin
· Like many today, the disciples assumed that this man’s disability was the result of sin. 
· His sin or his parents.
· Now, if it was his sin, since he was born blind, would mean he sinned from the womb.
· How odd.
· How sadly common in the church today.

Jesus Responds to the Disciples Question
· 2. (3-5) 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
· Wait a minute – what?
· Is this saying what I think it’s saying?
· Is Jesus saying that God blinded this man from birth so that at some later date Jesus could look good by healing him?
· If that’s true, that’s not cool!
· If this is what Jesus is saying it calls into question both God’s goodness and God’s love.
· What good and loving father would blind their son from birth just to make themselves look good at some later date?
· Circumstances of Life
· All of us have faced challenging circumstances in life
· Serious illness
· Death of a loved one
· Broken relationships
· Job loss
· Financial difficulties 
· Or worse
· In those dark days it’s easy to return to what Wayne Jacobsen refers to as Daisy Pedal Christianity
· He loves me – He loves me not
· In the good times he loves me
· In the bad times he loves me not
· Anybody been there?
· A life of faith (or trust) views circumstances differently
· Trust isn’t really needed in the good time
· But it’s priceless in the bad!
· Let me give you a biblical example
· Jesus asleep in the boat from Mark 4
35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
· Note:
· It was Jesus’ idea to sail to the other of the lake
· A “furious squall came up”
· Jesus is taking a nap
· Seasoned fisherman are in fear of their lives
· The circumstances are NOT good.
· These men are with Jesus
· Doing exactly what Jesus told them to do
· And they find themselves in life threatening circumstances
· Because of their circumstances
· The disciples wake up Jesus
· And accuse him of not caring about them
· Jesus rebukes the wind and waves
· Demonic activity?
· Or an out of order fallen creation being brought back into right order by the Creator?
· Either way, the storm is calmed
· And then addresses this issue of trust
· Do you still have no faith?
· Don’t you trust me yet?
· The disciples judged Jesus’ goodness and love for them by their circumstances
· Jesus’ response is - if you were convinced of my goodness and my love for you, you would have trusted me no matter the circumstances.
· All that to say this:
· I. Trust. God.
· My two undeniable truths of the universe
· Number 1: God is good
· Number 2: God loves me
· Everything else begins at number 3
· The circumstances of life begin at number 3
· The furious storms begin at number 3
· Being born blind begins at number 3

Back to Verse 3
· 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.
· It’s as if Jesus’ response was: 
· I'm not here to answer such questions; I’m here to do the work of God by alleviating this man’s suffering.
· I think Eugene Peterson gets John 9:3-5 right in The Message
· Jesus said, “You’re asking the wrong question. You’re looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night falls, the workday is over. For as long as I am in the world, there is plenty of light. I am the world’s Light.”
· Instead of looking for who to blame for the bad circumstances
· Look for what our good and loving God can do in the midst of the bad circumstances
· As you know I have faced bad circumstances in life
· Many of you have as well
· Many are in bad circumstances now
· I have never found it helpful to question God’s goodness or His love in my bad circumstances
· It only leads to hopelessness and fear
· But I have found it pricelessly helpful to trust his goodness and love no matter the circumstances
· I have also found it helpful to read and study the scriptures from a perspective of God being both good and loving.
· I choose to do that here with John 9:3


David Guzik Commentary on John 9:3-4
· KJV: 
· 3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.
· 4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.
· Guzik asks this question:
· “It is possible that John 9:3 could be punctuated like this: "… nor his parents sinned. But that the works of God should be revealed in him, I must work …"
· Or in other words:
· “This has nothing to do with sin in the family. I must work so that the works of God will be revealed in him.” 
· God didn’t create the illness but he is providing the cure
· God didn’t create the problem but he is providing the solution

· The disciples want to know why this man was born blind
· And as Jesus is accustomed to do – he refuses the premise of the question and address the heart of the matter
· Watch what I can do while I am still with you
· 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
· Then Jesus goes on to do the Father’s work.

Verses 6-7
· 6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
· Here we see Jesus doing what he said he would do
· He opens blind eyes
· Luke 4:18-19
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
· And he did it in a most unusual way
· First he spit on the ground
· Then he made mud by mixing the spit with dirt
· Then he put this mud on the guys eyes
· Just imagine if I tried that on a Sunday morning?
· Interesting to note:
· In this miracle, Jesus took all the initiative. 
· The blind man did not come to Jesus and ask to be healed, 
· Jesus came to Him. 
· Jesus tells him to: “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
· And he did…
· So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
· As unusual as it was you can’t argue with the results.





· Why did Jesus use mud made with spit?
· Well, John 5:19 says that:
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· I like Jesus’ creativity
· I like that he didn’t utilize formulas, systems or methods
· He simply did what he saw the Father doing
· He saw what the Father was doing and he did it with Him.
· Modern day Christianity loves to package, market and sell success
· Someone somewhere has success in ministry
· They’re fruitful in their sphere
· So they write books, make DVD’s and teach seminars
· And those desperate for that same type of success eat it up
· Sadly, those desperate people often walk away disappointed
· Jesus didn’t come to offer religious systems
· He came offering relationship
· He didn’t offer mud ministry for opening blind eyes
· He offered the relationship He has with the Father
· That we too could see what the Father is doing and do it with Him

Verses 8-12
· The neighbors react to the healed man.
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.

· To the neighbors this is too good to be true
· It seems too amazing to believe
· But the man convinced them that he was in fact the man they knew 
· And that he was indeed healed from congenital blindness.
· Interesting to note:
· At this point, the man knew very little about Jesus. 
· All he knew was Jesus’ mane
· And that was more than enough
· There truly is power in the name of Jesus

Monday Morning Take Away
· God’s ways are not our ways
· God’s ways may offend us
· Imagine if you’re the blind man or a friend of a blind man and someone rubs mud made with spit on their blind eyes
· You might think to yourself – isn’t it bad enough that he’s blind, do you have to publically humiliate him by rubbing mud in his eyes?
· Not many people would appreciate having mud made with spit rubbed in their eyes. 
· Some would look at how Jesus did this miracle and object strongly
· They’d say that it was offensive, inadequate, insulting or even physically harmful to rub mud made with spit in a man's eyes.
· But in this case it worked
· It really was God and it actually worked

· Here’s the key
· Just like Jesus we need to see what the Father is doing
· I don’t want to develop a “mud ministry”
· I want to see and hear spiritually what the Holy Spirit is doing
· And then go do it with him
· I want to train and equip the others to perceive what God is doing 
· And perceive it accurately
· And then have them go and do it with humility and in love
· The way that we get from here to there is relationship
· Intimate relationship with a Heavenly Father who loves us with a great and lavish love

· I Want to do 5 Things
· I want to be a friend of God.
· I want to comprehensively experience God's extravagant love for me.
· I want to love people as extravagantly as I have been loved.
· I want to introduce my extravagantly loving Friend to everyone I know.
· I want to help others experience this ongoing love affair for themselves.

· Let’s Pray
· Invite the Holy Spirit to Come
· Ask who feels the Spirit on them in any way at all
· Invite them up and lay hands on them
· Ask again
· Invite them up and lay hands on them
