UnChristian 6: From UnChristian to Christian
I. Intro

1. Open bibles to Isaiah 58
2. UnChristian Series

A. I like to preach series of messages.

a. I’ll set my sights on a topic and mine all gold from it that I can find.

b. Back in November I began a series of messages titled UnChristian

i. Inspired by the book of the same title written by David Kinnaman

B. In it Kinnaman offers 6 negative perceptions “outsiders” have of us, they say we are:
a. Hypocritical

b. Too focused on getting converts
c. Anti-homosexual

d. Sheltered

e. Too Political

f. Judgmental

i. I’ll comment on each again in a moment

3. Rabbit trails

A. After 5 Messages on UnChristian I went on a bit of a rabbit trail following as the Sspirit leads

a. Inseparable 12/13

b. Insights for 2010 12/27 & 1/3

c. The Great Emergence video with Phyllis Tickle 1/10

d. PostSecret Message 1/17

e. Why Church? Group Discussion 1/24

f. ABC Conference Update 1/31
B. But I always felt I had at least one final message from Kinnaman’s book in me

a. So, today I’ll finish up the UnChristian series

b. UnChristian 6: From UnChristian to Christian
4. Read & Pray: Isaiah 58: 1-4, 6-12 (NLT)
1 “Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my people Israel of their sins! 2 Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about me. They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me to take action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me. 3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves…

 4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me… 6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. 7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. 8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will lead you forward, and the glory of the Lord will protect you from behind. 9 Then when you call, the Lord will answer. ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply. 

“Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious rumors! 10 Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon. 11 The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring. 12 Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities. Then you will be known as a rebuilder of walls and a restorer of homes.

A. Man oh man that is convicting

a. It sounds so much like the American church scene
b. Lord have mercy and change us
B. I eagerly desire that our light would shine out from the darkness until the darkness around us is as bright as the noon day Sun.
C. OK, before we look at practical ways to go from unchristian to Christian let’s review the six negative perceptions and the recommend new perceptions outlined in Kinnaman’s book.
II. Perceptions
1. 6 Current Perception & New Perception

A. Hypocritical

a. Perception: “Christians say one thing but live something entirely different.”

b. New Perception: “Christians are transparent about their flaws and act first, talk second.”

B. Get Saved!

a. Perception: “Christians are insincere and are only concerned with converting others”

b. New Perception: “Christians cultivate relationships and environments where others can be deeply transformed by God.”

C. Anti-homosexual

a. Perception: “Christians show contempt for gays and lesbians”

b. New Perception: “Christians show love and compassion to all people, regardless of their lifestyle.”

D. Sheltered

a. Perception: “Christians are boring, unintelligent, old-fashioned and out of touch with reality.”

b. New Perception: Christians are engaged, informed and offer sophisticated responses to the issues people face.”

E. Too Political

a. Perception: “Christians are primarily motivated by a political agenda and promote right wing politics.”

b. New Perception: “Christian are characterized by respecting people, thinking biblically ad find solutions to complex issues.”

F. Judgmental

a. Perception: “Christians are prideful and quick to find fault in others.”

b. New Perception: “Christians show grace by finding the good in others and seeing their potential to be Christ followers.”

III. Four Insights to help us move from an UnChristian faith to a Christian faith
1. Respond with Right Perception
A. If you have yet to read the book, I strongly encourage you to pick up a copy

B. In great detail, based upon extensive research Kinnaman:

a. Defines outsider’s perceptions of us

b. Explains Why they perceive us as they do

c. Offer practical suggestions on how we can change these negative perceptions into positive ones

d. And communicates why it’s important that these perceptions are changed

i. Without a change, we will lose a vast majority of this younger (20-30) generation

C. To change from projecting an UnChristian expression of Christianity to a truly Christian expression Kinnama strongly encourages that we employ the new perceptions recommended in this book
D. In short, to “Respond with the Right Persception” means CHANGE

E. Questions

a. Do you want to reach the next generation for Christ?

b. How high a price are you willing to pay to reach them?

c. Are you willing to change to reach them?
d. Are you willing to change your vocabulary to reach them?

e. Are you willing to receive their constructive criticism to reach them?

f. Are you willing to change your methods and religious traditions to reach them?

g. Are you willing to change how you interact with them to to reach them?

h. Are you willing to change how you act to change their perception of you to reach them?

i. Are they worth it?

2. Connect with People

A. Another way of moving from UnChristian to Christian is to take a look at how Jesus influenced his disciples.  

a. He did it primarily through relationships and friendships

B. Consider this

a. We have no record of anything Jesus himself wrote

b. He created no organizations

c. He resisted political power

d. Instead Jesus laid the foundation of the church through relationships

e. And through those relationships he changed the world because he changed people

C. Relationships mattered to Jesus and of course they should matter to us as well
a. When people look at us, they see Jesus

i. Get what I’m saying

ii. I’m not saying that when they look at us they SHOULD see Jesus

iii. They DO see Jesus, or at least the version we present

· The Good the Bad and the Ugly – sobering!

b. Bad News & Good News (Page 209 )

i. Bad News: “When it comes to our interactions with outsiders, we have to realize that our relationships, our interactions with people, comprise the picture of Jesus that people retain. God has wired human beings so that spiritual influence occurs most commonly through relationships.”

ii. Good News: “One of the clear implications of our research is that the negative image of Christians can be overcome and this almost always happens in the context of meaningful, trusting relationships.”
D. Live Love

a. Oh how I desire that the Bridge Long Island would be known by Love

i. “Oh that the place you go to be loved”

ii. Wow, do you see how much they love one another in that place?”

iii. “I can’t wait to go back there, those people loved me unconditionally!”

b. Jesus said that all men would know that we are Hs disciples if we Love one another – right.

c. I operate in spiritual gifts and want all of you to do so as well however 1 Corinthians 13:2 says:


i. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

d. So you can take Tom Zawacki and add to him

i. Prophetic Gifting

ii. Gifts of Understanding Spiritual Mysteries

iii. Gifts of Knowledge

iv. And gifts of Supernatural faith, mountain moving faith

v. But subtract the ability to Love and Tom Zawacki is NOTHING!

· How about we have all this gifts AND we Live Love too?

e. Inside AND outside the Church: Page 210

i. “The reality is that if we do not demonstrate loving relationships within the church, it doesn’t matter how much we display Jesus to outsiders. Many outsiders specifically articulated that they think Christians “eat their own”.

· OUCH!

E. Guys – we can do this!

a. You are some of the most relational people I know – ESPECIALLY if food is on the table

b. Story of the little girl and the starfish

i. Relationship by relationship we can do this

ii. Let’s discover better, more effective, more authentic ways of connecting with people.

3. Be Creative

A. Jesus was a master communicator
a. He connected with people in creative ways
b. He made complicated things simple 

c. He made creative use of metaphor and similes in his use of parables.

d. He was story teller

e. All in a drive to connect people with the heart of God

B. Outsiders, specifically those demographically identified as Mosaics and Busters are practically BEGGING for creative expression of the Gospel

a. The popularity of PostSecret is an indicator of this

b. The event we attended was 80% women and 90% of them were under 30

c. It’s creative, it touches a deep place and energized by a spiritual truth

i. Confess your sins to one another that you might be healed. James 5:16

C. We need to break through the “been there, learned that” perspective young people have about Christianity.

a. We need to be creative in our communication and we need to live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit

b. In part that’s why I experiment with doing things differently from Sunday to Sunday

D. True vs. Real

a. Most f us were raised under a model that says if I can convince you of my truth you’ll accept my God as your God.

i. That day has passed

ii. Quoting bible verses to a biblically illiterate generation has little or no impact

iii. We in a day that even IF I could talk them into the Kingdom, someone smarter than me may come along and talk them out of the kingdom

b. This generation needs to know that it’s real.

i. If they know it’s real they’ll consider our truth

· This is good news for us because we can…

· Love with the power of God’s Love and…

· Operate in the authentic power of the Holy Spirit

ii. We just need to discover creative and effective ways of doing both of those things

· AKA – Outreaches, see you Wednesday night!

4. Serve People

A. To look more like Christ Followers, we must cultivate deep concern and sensitivity to outsiders

a. Currently Christianity is known for being unlike Jesus; one of the best ways to shift that perception would be to esteem and serve outsiders

b. This means being compassionate, kind and soft hearted to people who are different from us or even hostile toward us.
c. I agree with the author’s of this book that our future reputation is intricately connected to our passion for justice, service and sacrifice.

d. The negative perceptions described in this book are symptoms of a church that has lost it’s heart for outsiders.

i. One practical, simple and available way to regain that heart is to serve them.

ii. We’ve got you set up to get started immediately

iii. Food Pantry, Wednesday’s at 6:00 PM

· A great place to practice love through serving others

B. Serve by listening

a. Maybe you can’t make it to the food pantry on Wednesdays, that’s ok, try this – Listen, just listen.

b. Such a beautiful and under utilized gift we can offer

c. Everyone can benefit from someone lovingly, attentively and compassionately listening

d. A simple and precious way to serve others is to listen

C. Mosaics and busters need to experience faith expressed toward them.
a. They want (and need) to do more than just learn about faith, they want to live it.

b. I say it this way: I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. I’m not content to live an academic faith only. I want to experience God.
i. I believe that these outsiders what to experience God is a real way too.
c. Having a passionate love for outsiders is a critical means of making faith relevant, real and lasting for them and for us.

d. Service make it real, it’s where the rubber meets the road

5. Reading the Book is only the beginning

A. The next step is practical application

a. What will you do with what you’ve learned?

B. We can start by…

a. Responding with the Right Perception
b. Connecting with People

i. Living Love

c. Being Creative in how we communicate

d. Serving Others

IV. Ministry Time

1. Ask for personal prayer

A. Thursday is February 11th
a. 2008 & 2009

b. Feels like something is coming

c. What He reveals to me will impact all of us

2. Invite Holy Spirit to come

A. Lord, what are you doing, How can we do it with you?

