The Gospel of John 19:1-16

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 19
· Today we return back to our series on the Gospel of John
· Today we’ll cover John 19, verses 1-16
· Jesus has been betrayed and arrested
· He’s been interrogated before Annas, Ciaphas and Pilate
· He’s been beaten
· Let’s pick up the story there
· We’ll take it a bite at a time
· Note: David Guzik’s commentary was very helpful in preparing today’s message.

Verses 1-3
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.
· Flogging or scourging as the KJV calls it was vicious and brutal form of torture
· I did some research; this is what I found:
· Flogging was a legal preliminary to every Roman execution
· If they were going to execute you, first they flogged you
· The only exceptions were: women, Roman senators and soldiers (except in eases of desertion) 
· The usual instrument was a short whip called a flagellum (fla-gel-um)
· Sometimes referred to as a “cat-on-nine-tails”
· This short whip was made of several single or braided strips of leather
· Of various lengths
· Small iron balls and sharp pieces of bones were attached to the strips of leather
· Sometimes staves or rods were used in addition to or in place of this diabolical whip
· For scourging, a man was stripped of his clothing, and his hands were tied above his head to an upright post
· This stretched out the naked body allowing for the most damage
· The back, buttocks, and legs were flogged either by two soldiers on each side or by one who alternated sides.
· The severity of the scourging depended on the disposition of the solider
· And the Romans where know for their brutality
· The Purpose of flogging was to:
· Punishment the victim
· Weaken the victim to a state just short of collapse or death.
· Or to illicit a confession
· After the scourging it was common practice for the soldiers to taunted their victim
· As the Roman soldiers repeatedly struck the victim's back with full force, the iron balls would cause deep contusions, and the leather thongs and bones would cut into the skin
· Reducing the victim’s back, buttocks and legs to… well, something akin to hamburger meat
· It was brutal torture
· The blood loss was great 
· And often determined just how long a victim might survive on a cross
· Jewish Law limited the number of lashes to 39
· Believing that 40 lashes would kill a man
· However, the Roman soldiers weren’t under Jewish law
· They could beat Jesus for as long as they wanted 
· Chances are that their instruction were to beat Jesus as severally as they wanted, just don’t kill him.
· Jesus was beaten just short of death

· Mark 15:16-20 provides additional details:
· The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium)…
· The Praetorium was the palace where the governor or procurator of a province resided. 
· The Romans would appropriate local palaces of the lands they captured. 
· In Jerusalem it was a magnificent palace that Herod the Great had built for himself. 
· Roman Governors would occupy it whenever they came from Caesarea to Jerusalem to transact public business
·  …and called together the whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
· The Roman soldiers, amused that this beaten and weakened man was referred to as a king, began to mock him by placing a robe on his shoulders, a crown of thorns on his head, and a wooden staff as a scepter in his right hand.
· Next, they spat on Jesus and struck him on the head with the wooden staff.
· The crown of thorns
· My research found that the plant used to make the crown of thorns was probably made of a thick poison ivy type plant with long and extremely sharp thorns.
· We had these things called tack weeds in WA
· Small but oh so painful
· Some sites indicate that the crown of thorns was more likely a cap then a wreath 
· How brutally painful it must have been
· And then struck on the head bearing this “crown” with the staff
· And the purple robe…
· It unimaginable how painful it must have been to have a robe placed on Jesus’ tattered back
· Only to have to have it removed reopening his wounds
· So do you have the picture here?
· Jesus has been horrifically brutalized
· He’s been mocked mercilessly
· And now he’s returned to Pilate

Verse 4
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

· Now remember: 
· Pilate already declared Jesus "not guilty" in John 18:38
· I find no basis for a charge against him
· So to have Jesus scourged was an act of injustice
· Gross injustice!
· Who knows, in doing this, maybe Pilate thought he was somehow helping Jesus
· That just possibly the mob would be satisfied with the scourging and mocking.
· And not go threw with actually killing Jesus
· Like I just mentioned…
· This brutal act of scourging had three purposes. 
· First, it was used to beat a prisoner as a form of punishment. 
· Jesus was being punished even though he was innocent
· He had done absolutely nothing wrong
· Second, it was used to extract a confession from the prisoner. 
· The Roman solider would beat the victim harder and harder until they confessed their crime. 
· But Jesus had nothing to confess
· So the blows never let up.
· Finally, in cases of crucifixion it was used to weaken the victim so he would die more quickly on the cross.

· So here in verse 4 Pilate presents Jesus before his accusers
· And repeats his former findings of not guilty.
· For a second time Pilate declare Jesus not guilty
· I find no basis for a charge against him


Verses 5-6
When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.”

· Pilate's word's “Here is the man!” were full: 
· Filled with pity for Jesus, 
· Filled with contempt for the mob
· And filled with fear and panic over his own role in this worsening situation.

· Here Pilate presents a beaten and humiliated Jesus before the religious leaders…
· “the chief priests and their officials”
· This is Caiaphas, Annas, the scribes and the Pharisees
· And seeing Jesus in this horrific state are these religious leaders moved to mercy or compassion?
· No, instead they shouted
· Crucify! Crucify! 
· Their blood lust will only be satisfied by death
· Brutal death on a cross
· So great is their hatred for Jesus
· So desperate are they to remove this threat to their status quo
· My friends never underestimate just how evil a religious spirit can be

· Then for the third time, Pilate pronounces Jesus not guilty
· Innocent of all charges.
· “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.”


Verses 7
The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.”
· Here the religious leaders up the ante
· No longer are they accusing Jesus of being the "King of the Jews"
· Now they want him dead because he claims to be the Son of God.
· Which he actually is

Verse 8-10
When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”

· Here Pilate was even more afraid: 
· Why is Pilate afraid?
· First because this political situation is escalating out of control
· Second, He has declared Jesus innocent
· Third… what if Jesus truly is the Son of God?
· The way Jesus carried himself has left an obvious impact upon Pilate
· So much so that when Pilate learned the true nature of the charge against Jesus
· Instead of being angry with the Jews…
· He’s was more afraid of Jesus than ever. 

· Pilate says to Jesus:
· “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?”
· Pilate still didn't understand the true nature of power. 
· He believed that He had real power
· But, in verse 11, Jesus makes it plain: 

Verse 11a
Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. 

· Jesus sees right through the mob mentality and the political maneuvering to see the hand of God in these circumstances.
· There is a divine purpose at work here
· A plan and a purpose the Father, Son and Spirit have agreed upon and worked toward since before creation
· A power and purpose of extravagant love for humanity
· Jesus words, manner and heart have made a deep impact upon this Roman Governor 

Verse 11b
· Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”
· Who is Jesus speaking of?
· Who is the one?
· Some might think Judas
· But I don’t think so
· Judas isn’t mentioned anywhere in this account
· Jesus isn’t referring to Judas
· And it wasn’t Judas who hand Jesus over to Pilate
· Judas betrayed Jesus by handing him over to the Chief priests
· Jesus isn’t referring to Judas, he’s referring to the religious leaders
· It was the religious leaders that handed Jesus over to Pilate
· It is the religious leaders who are guilty of the greater sin
· It is the Sanhedrin, The Pharisees and especially the High Priests.
· They are the ones who handed Jesus over to Pilate 
· and declared by law, that Jesus ought to die.

Verse 12a tells us that
From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free…
· The presence and powerful love emanating from Jesus must have been overwhelming!
· And because of it Pilate wants to set Jesus free

Verse 12b
…but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
· The political pressure is mounting on Pilate
· These Jewish Leader are masters of manipulation and political brinksmanship 

Verse 13-14
When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
· The clock is ticking for the Jews
· They need to get this done before sundown
· So they don’t mess up their religious ceremony
· Passover is but hours away!
Verses 15-16 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.

But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

· Pilate knowing fully what was right and just…
· Still - he gave in to the political pressure
· He chose wrong for selfish purposes
· So that he might keep his position and his lifestyle

· The Chief Priest words are telling and damning
· We have no king but Caesar: 
· The same people who wanted a political Messiah to deliver them from Caesar's oppression,
· Are killing their Messiah and embracing Caesar.
· And so… Pilate hands Jesus over to be crucified 

· Injustice
· This entire scenario is unjust
· It’s total corruption
· Jesus is being treated unfairly
· This is injustice at the highest of levels
· How about you?
· Have you been the victim of injustice?
· Jesus knows you pain intimately
· Hebrews 4:15 says:
· For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin.
· Jesus has empathy for you
· Have you been the victim of injustice?
· Have you been lied about, gossiped about and treated unjustly?
· Have you been the victim of political power plays? 
· Have you been abused by religion and religious leaders?
· Jesus has been there
· He knows your pain
· This gross injustice was not the end of Jesus’ story
· And it is not the end of yours

· Invited the worship team up
· If you need prayer this morning, please come forward
· If you have suffered injustice, we want to pray for you today
· If you have suffered injustice at the hands of religious leaders…
· We want to especially pray for you today.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It’s time for you to be set free
