Manifestations

Introduction
· Open Bibles to Acts 2
· We’re taking a break from John’s Gospel today
· Last Sunday we experienced some manifestations of the Holy Spirit
· Some were startled, some were confused others were frightened, while some were encouraged
· I’ve spoke with some of you after the service and others throughout the week
· I want to take some time this morning to pastor you concerning manifestations of the Holy Spirit
· I thought I take some time this morning to:
· Give some Biblical and Historical Examples
· Show a John Wimber Video 
· And maybe share some personal experiences if time allows
· There’s going to be a lot of scripture, 
· You might want to take notes today
· Read and Pray: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs - we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

· Pentecost is commonly referred to as the birthday of the church
· It means 50th day
· For Christians it marks the 50 days from Easter to Pentecost
· In short what we see here in Acts 2 is:
· The Holy Spirit showed up in a unique way
· Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. (verse 2)
· They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. (verse 3)
· All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (verse 4)
· Some people understood what was going on (verse 11)
· “…we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”
· Others didn’t, thinking the people were drunk (verse 13)
· “Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”
· Peter explains that it’s not wine, it’s the promised Holy Spirit (verses 14-16)
· 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
· What does this tell us?
· The Holy Spirit can show up in extreme and unique ways
· Some will understand
· Others may not
· Some will even think it’s sinful behavior, public drunkenness
· When all the while it was actually a promise of God fulfilled




· Manifestations
· We see here in Acts 2 that from the earliest days when the Holy Spirit moves on some people it has been misunderstood by other people
· Have you ever been around a drunk?
· How do they behave?
· They slur their words, they mumble, they stagger, they fall on the floor, they’re affectionate, they laugh, they cry…
· They’re messy, and can be disruptive, they can be extremely disruptive
· Whatever these spirit-filled people were doing at 9:00 that fateful morning, 
· it wasn’t what was usually expected at that time of day in that culture
· God could have released his Holy Spirit to the church anyway he wanted that day
· They could have glowed in the dark
· Beams of energy could have flowed from their hands like Iron Man
· They could have floated
· He could have done anything
· He surely could have chosen a more respectable or dignified way of sending His Spirit
· But he didn’t, instead he choose this unusual way
· Truly his ways are not our ways

Biblical Manifestations
· I’ve researched scripture and found biblical examples of various manifestations
· But first let me define the word Manifestation
· The word manifestation is used twice in the NT
· In 2 Corinthians 4:2 referring to truth and…
· Speaking about the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:7
· Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
· It comes from a Greek root word meaning:
· To make manifest, visible or known what has been hidden or unknown.
· To manifest, whether by words, deeds, or in any other way
· But the definition that has stuck with me over the years is this…
· I once heard John Wimber, the founder of the Vineyard give a great definition of the word manifestation
· He called it the dancing hand of God
· Mani = hand, fest = festival
· The happy hand of God dancing across the room ministering to his children.
· OK, onto biblical examples

Falling
· Ezekiel has a vision of the Lord and falls to the ground, Ezekiel 1:28-2:2
· Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking… He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me.
· Daniel’s Vision, Daniel 10:7-11
· I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; those who were with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. 8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. 9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground. 10 A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling.
· John in Revelation 1:17-18
·  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
· Saul on the Road to Damascus in Acts 9:1-4
· Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
· The Soldiers in John 18:1-6
· When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
· 2 Chronicles 5:13b-14 NASB “…then the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.”


Shaking or Trembling
· Tremble is used 69 times in scripture
· Trembling in the presence of the Lord seems like the appropriate response in these verses
· Psalm 96:9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
· Psalm 99:1 The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.
· Psalm 114:7 “Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord.”
· Jeremiah 5:22a “Should you not fear me?” declares the Lord. “Should you not tremble in my presence?
· Matthew 28:2-4, at the resurrection “There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.”
· Plus the Daniel 10 example I just read

Drunk
· Jeremiah 23:9 “My heart is broken within me; all my bones tremble. I am like a drunken man, like a strong man overcome by wine, because of the Lord and his holy words.
· Plus our Acts 2 text, verses 13-16 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
· King Saul in 1 Samuel 19:23-24
· Not drunk but extremely odd
· So Saul went to Naioth at Ramah. But the Spirit of God came even on him, and he walked along prophesying until he came to Naioth. 24 He stripped off his garments, and he too prophesied in Samuel’s presence. He lay naked all that day and all that night. This is why people say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”
· Yikes! Suddenly shaking doesn’t seem like such a big deal.

Mute
· The inability to speak, Zechariah in Luke 1
· "Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak." (Luke 1:21-22)

Power
· When the woman with the issue of blood touches the hem of Jesus’ garment in Mark 5:30 
· “At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”
· The word power here is dynamis where we get the English dynamite
· That same word is used in Luke 5:17
· One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick.
· What does power feel like?
· Heat, tingling, pins and needles, vibration or energy on your hands, face or chest
· Many of you have experienced this 
· Concerning this power in Luke 5:17 
· Several commentators have described this dynamis power as being filled with “electric potential”. 
· I can identify with that description

Manifestations in Church History
· Unusual Manifestations like we witnessed last week aren’t new
· There is historical precedent
· In the Cane Ridge and the Cumberland Revivals of 1800 and 1801
· Methodist experienced a phenomena that they referred to as the “Holy Jerks”
· Let me share a couple of paragraphs from the autobiography of someone who was there: The famous Methodist circuit rider and evangelist Peter Cartwright
· The Predestinarians of almost all sorts put forth a mighty effort to stop the work of God. Just in the midst of our controversies on the subject of the powerful exercises among the people under preaching, a new exercise broke out among us, called the jerks, which was overwhelming in its effects upon the bodies and minds of the people. No matter whether they were saints or sinners, they would be taken under a warm song or sermon, and seized with a convulsive jerking all over, which they could not by any possibility avoid, and the more they resisted the more they jerked. If they would not strive against it and pray in good earnest, the jerking would usually abate. I have seen more than five hundred persons jerking at one time in my large congregations. Most usually, persons taken with the jerks, to obtain relief, as they said, would rise up and dance. Some would run, but could not get away. Some would resist; on such the jerks were generally very severe. To see those proud young gentlemen and young ladies, dressed in their silks, jewelry, and prunella, from top to toe, take the jerks, would often excite my risibilities. The first jerk or so, you would see their fine bonnets, caps and combs fly; and so sudden would be the jerking of the head that their long loose hair would crack almost as loud as a wagoner’s whip. (page 45 The Autobiography of Peter Cartwright)
· At another point Cartwright laments the loss of this phenomena 
· Right here I wish to say...when I consider the insurmountable disadvantages and difficulties that the early pioneer Methodist preachers labored under in spreading the Gospel in these Western wilds in the great valley of the Mississippi, and contrast the disabilities which surrounded them on every hand, with the glorious human advantages that are enjoyed by their present successors, it is confoundingly miraculous to me that our modern preachers cannot preach better, and do more good than they do. Many nights, in early times, the itinerant had to camp out, without fire or food for man or beast. Our pocket Bible, Hymn Book, and Discipline constituted our library. It is true we could not, many of us, conjugate a verb or parse a sentence, and murdered the king’s English almost every lick. But there was a Divine unction attended the word preached, and thousands fell under the mighty hand of God, and thus the Methodist Episcopal Church was planted firmly in this Western wilderness, and many glorious signs have followed, and will follow, to the end of time.
· Noted historian and author Vinson Synan, writes concerning how prevalent  this phenomena was in the 1800’s:
· “A responsible student of these phenomena has estimated that by 1805 over half of all the Christians of Kentucky had exhibited these ‘motor phenomena”
· Synan goes on to say that the revival spread from Kentucky to Tennessee, the Carolinas, Western Virginia, and Georgia, reaching much of the South.
· He goes on to document the revival that took place at the University of Georgia in 1800-1801, in which students were often “smitten with the jerks” and spoke in tongues. I quote:
· “They swooned away and lay for hours in the straw prepared for those ‘smitten of the Lord,’ or they started suddenly to flee away and fell prostrate as if shot down by a sniper, or they took suddenly to jerking with apparently every muscle in their body until it seemed they would be torn to pieces or converted into marble, or they shouted and talked in unknown tongues.”
· Synan goes on to say that such phenomena have been present in most revivals since 1800, no matter what denomination or doctrine. 
· These traits were called by some the “Methodist fits”
· You can find these quotes in his work: 
· “The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movements in the Twentieth Century”
· Charles Finney experienced a mighty baptism in the Holy Spirit, which he said felt like waves of electricity and waves of liquid love flowing over him.
· This was such a powerful experience that he cried out, “I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me. ... Lord, I cannot bear any more.
· Following this experience, Finney went to get an elder to help him, since he was so undone by the power of the experience. This elder of the church was most serious and grave. As Finney was telling him how he felt, the man fell into a “most spasmodic laughter. It seemed as if it was impossible for him to keep from laughing from the very bottom of his heart
· Charles G. Finney: An Autobiography, pages 20-21
· John Wesley writes about a conversation he had with George Whitefield:
· “On Saturday George Whitefield and I discussed outward signs which had so often accompanied the inward work of God. I found his objections were chiefly grounded on the gross misrepresentations he heard concerning these facts. The next day he had an opportunity of informing himself better, for no sooner had he begun to invite sinners to believe in Christ than four persons collapsed close to him. One of them lay without either sense or motion. A second trembled exceedingly. The third had strong convulsions over his entire body but made no noise other than groans. The fourth convulsed equally and called upon God with strong cries and tears. From this time, I trust we shall all allow God to carry on His work in the way that pleases Him...”
· From “The Journal of the Rev. John Wesley” pages 230-240

Closer to Our Own History in the Present Day
· John Wimber talks about the first time the Holy Spirit came with power on the Vineyard
· It was Sunday Night, May 11th - Mother’s Day 1980
· Lonnie Frisbee was that night’s guest speaker
· Lonnie was an unusual but gifted young man
· He was on fire for God!
· Walked around dressed like Jesus
· Robes, beard and everything
· God uses the most unlikely people
· Show the video
· Guys, this is our family
· This is our spiritual DNA
· It’s good and it really is God
· It’s just new for many of you
· God showed up in a dramatic way and people got upset
· Even the pastor
· Yeah, it happens that way sometimes

:::: if out of time, stop here::::

· I have so much more I can say but let’s end with this
· Go to the last slide
· Remember and be comforted by Jesus’ words in Luke 11:11-13
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· We have a very good Dad who gives good gifts to his kids
· Let’s Pray
· Come Holy Spirit

:::: if time allows, continue here ::::

But Tom it’s so undignified and disorderly
· King David acted undignified when he was so overcome with the joy of the Lord that he danced in the street in his underwear. 
· His wife was very upset with him and really let him have it when he got home
· This was his response to her
· “I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes.” (2 Samuel 6:22)
· David was a passionate man after the heart of God
· 39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. 1 Corinthians 14:39-40
· I agree, but whose order?
· Man’s or God’s?
· Clearly in verse 39 we’re not to forbid
· But rather pastor it, like I am today and as I tried last week
· The biblical examples I’ve offered are a clear indication that his ways are not our ways
· What about mixture of the spirit and the flesh?
· John Arnnot’s example of 4 people shacking and laughing on the floor
· Healed Physically
· Emotional healing
· Demonic Manifestation
· Mimic 
· Of course they’ll be flesh mixed in
· But churches without the Holy Spirit have flesh mixed in
· They just don’t have the Holy Spirit
· I’ll deal with some flesh if I can get that much of the presence

Personal Examples
· Would it help if I shared some personal experiences?
· OK
· Before I got saved at a healing mass with my mother
· She was sick and couldn’t go by herself
· Holy water like machine gun fire
· The night I got saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit, 
· Thursday, July 1, 1976, 
· Basement of Good Shepherd Elm. School, Brooklyn, NY
· Me and five of my closest friends falling off the chairs with uncountable laughter because of the Holy Spirit
· My friend Paul said:
· “I’ve done all kinds of drugs but I’ve never been this high”
· That was a good 18 years before the Holy Laughter in Toronto
· First Vineyard Conference, Ashland Ohio, August 1985
· Don Williams “I have a demon” Story
· Winder ministry time, laughter and crying
· John Sheasby at Faith Fellowship, late 1993
· Months before Holy Laughter broke out in Toronto on January 20, 1994
· Clarksburg, West Virginia
· Uncontrollable shaking and laughing wildly
· Elders shut it down and it went north to Toronto
· Larry Randolph: November 2002
· Took out every leader
· I really struggled
· Who’s going to lock up?
· Embrace I t don’t dissect it
· They had to carry me home
· So when I see someone shaking, crying, laughing or speaking out in tongues in one of my meetings
· It doesn’t freak me out
· I’ve see it all before
· I’ve experienced it myself
· Many times
· I have so much more I can say but let’s end with this
· Remember and be comforted by Jesus’ words in Luke 11:11-13
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· We have a very good Dad who gives good gifts to his kids
· Let’s Pray
· Come Holy Spirit

