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Intro
· Open bibles or bible apps to Matthew 11
· Two weeks ago, I shared a one-of message titled The Powerless Place
· Last week it became a two-of message with another look at The Powerless Place
· Specifically, what Saint John of the Cross called:
· “The Dark Night of the Soul”
· Today, I’m adding a third installment to what is now a mini series of messages on The Powerless Place
· With a look at Jesus’ words from Matthew 11:28
· Read and Pray: Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do.

“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

How do we see our God?
· When I’m invited to speak at other churches I usually aske this question:
· How many of you, when you consider your earthly father, think of the most kind, most loving, most supportive and caring individual you’ve ever known?
· The response it typically about 3%
· The other 97% have a very different image in mind

· Genesis chapter one tells us the story of creation
· This is want is says in verses 26-27
· Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
· God made men and women in his own image
· Verse 27 states it plainly
· So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
· My concern is that all to often we flip this around
· And we make God in our own image
· And usually he looks a whole lot like out earthly fathers
· Our absent, angry, disapproving and unloving fathers.

· And with this distorted image of God
· We expect him to despise our brokenness and our weaknesses
· So, not surprisingly, we do with our Heavenly Father what we do with our earthly fathers and father figures
· We try to hide our failing
· And look as big and strong and capable as possible
· Lest we risk his anger
· Or worse yet, his disapproval

· I’ve heard it said that Jesus didn’t come to change the Father’s mind about us
· Jesus came to change our minds about our Heavenly Father
· That’s as a true a statement as I’ve ever heard
· God has never ever had any illusions concerning us
· How ever, we have had many concerning Him
· And Jesus came in the Spirit of Truth to reveal the truth concerning Our Heavenly Father
· And set us free

· Theologically and intellectually we know that Jesus is indeed the full representation of the Father
· Jesus himself said so
· In John 14:8 Phillip says to Jesus:
· “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
· Jesus reply’s in the next 3 verses:
· Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.
· He could not state it any clearer or simpler
· Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

· For far too many Christians we view the Trinity, the Godhead this way
· God the Father is the mean one
· Jesus is the nice one 
· And the Holy Spirit is the weird one
· And it’s just NOT true
· If our image of the father looks like anything other than Jesus…
· We NEED to change our image of the Father
· We need a brand-new image of the Father 
· One that looks like Jesus
· Because Jesus himself said:
· Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

· Saint Paul says it this way:
· Colossians 1:15-20
· The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
· ALL the fullness of God dwelled in Jesus
· Nothing of the father was missing
· Jesus didn’t just resemble the father
· Like my son resembles me
· They are one, perfectly one

· In John 17:20-21, after praying for his disciples…
· Jesus prays for us
· For you and me
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· Jesus prays that we may be one with the Father Just as Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one with the Father
· They are perfectly synchronized
· They have, for eternity, existed together in perfect unity
· Perfect oneness
· Never has there been discord or dissonance between them
· Jesus is the absolutely perfect representation of God the Father in human form

· So, back to Matthew 11:28-30
· Though our earthly fathers or father figures may have despised our weaknesses and failings
· Our heavenly Father never ever does
· Because Jesus, the perfect representation of out heavenly Father says to us:
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· God is not disappointed in you
· He’s absolutely NOT repulsed or disgusted with your brokenness or weakness
· He’s not sending you to bed without your supper
· He’s not screaming at you to 
· “Get out of my sight”
· Just the opposite
· The exact opposite

· Where are you today?
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Are you in the dark night of the soul?
· Are you making your way in the wilderness?
· Are you trudging through the valley of the shadow of death?
· Then God is saying these very words to YOU…
· “Come to me, 
· Don’t hide from me
· Don’t put on a mask or a façade for me
· Don’t pretend in your Sunday best
· Come, just as you are
· You are invited and welcomed
· all you who are weary and burdened, 
· Not just the shiny – happy people
· But the weak and broken people
· Not just the ones who’ve got it all together
· But for those who don’t
· Even though you’ve tried so hard
· You who are exhausted and over worked
· Come. To. Me.
· and I will give you rest. 
· Not - I will give you more to do
· Not – I will heap more religious rules and regulations on you
· Not – I will demand ever higher performance from you
· NOT, I will give you a “talking-to”
· NOT I will whoop you!
· No, none of that
· Come and I will give you rest
· The word rest here means:
· To cease from any movement or labour in order to recover, to collect your strength and refresh.
· Graham Cooke says that:
· “Rest is a weapon”
· This very rest is what Jesus has in mind
· Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
· British Methodist theologian and biblical scholar Adam Clarke writes concerning yokes
· “The ancient Jews commonly used the idea of yoke to express someone’s obligation to God. There was the yoke of the kingdom, the yoke of the law, the yoke of the command, the yoke of repentance, the yoke of faith, and the general yoke of God. In this context, it is easy to see Jesus simplifying and saying, “Forget about all those other yokes. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me.”
· Jesus isn’t putting another obligation on us
· He’s inviting us to partner with him
· As he offers to carry the load beside us
· for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
· I am not the angry father you thought I was
· I am kind and merciful
· My heart toward you is gentle and humble
· and you will find rest for your souls. 
· Yoked with me you fill find rest for your soul
· A place of rest and peace for your:
· Mind that never turns off
· Your will that relentlessly refuses to yield
· And your emotions that have run a muck
· Doesn’t that kind of rest sound wonderful?
· For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· Why? And How is all this possible?
· Because contrary to popular belief
· My yoke is easy not hard
· And my burden is light not heavy
· My yoke suits you perfectly
· Guys, if the yoke is hard and burden is heavy
· Maybe, just maybe it’s not His?
· Could there be a better way?
· A more “Jesus-like” way for us?

· I love how the message translates Matthew 11:28-30
· “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me - watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
· I ask you these questions this morning
· “Are you tired? 
· Are you worn out? 
· Are you sitting here today burned out on religion?
· If so, I encourage you to take Jesus up on his invitation
· Come to me.
· Stop running away from him 
· and instead, run to me
· Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. 
· Maybe it’s time for some one on one time for you and God?
· Maybe it’s long past time?
· Get away with him and recover
· I’ll show you how to take a real rest. 
· Is there any greater need in today’s crazy, fast passed world then a real rest?
· He will show you how
· Walk with me and work with me - watch how I do it. 
· Isn’t that what he’s always wanted?
· To once again walk with us in the garden in the cool of the day?
· Isn’t that what you’ve always longed for with your God?
· Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. 
· Wow, this one resonated with me
· I want to play THAT music
· I want to dance THAT dance
· Oh God play that song deep within my weary soul
· I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. 
· God is making this amazing promise to us
· Nothing heavy or ill fitting
· Have you ever worn shoes that didn’t quite fit?
· Ever have a pair that fit you perfectly?
· That’s his promise
· God has a life that fits you
· A tribe, a people who fit you
· He has a purpose that is tailor made just for you
· Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
· Paul was so right when he declared that:
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free!
· To live freely and lightly
· Almost sounds impossible
· But oh so good
· And nothing is impossible with our God

Let’s Pray
· Oh God we take you up on your offer and 
· we come to you here and now. 
· We are so tired and worn out and burned out on religion?
· Please give us rest
· The real rest you promised
· Lord our human yokes are so heavy and ill-fitting
· And we just can’t take it any longer
· We ask for your yoke instead
· Help us to walk with you and learn from you
· Give us the life and tribe and purpose that fits who you made us to be.
· We want to dance to your music
· To those unforced rhythms of your great grace
· Oh God meet us in our powerless, dark night valleys 
· And overwhelm us with your love
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Ministry Time
· If that prayer reflects your heart
· Please come forward for prayer during our final song
