Gifts of the Spirit 9

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Gifts of the Spirit 1& 2 
A. Laid a solid biblical foundation for the series

3. Gifts of the Spirit 3, 4 & 5
A. We looked at the Gifts of Discernment: The Eyes of God
a. The Word of Wisdom
b. Word of Knowledge
c. and Discernment of Spirits

4. Gifts of the Spirit 6, 7 & 8
A. We looked at the Gifts of Power: The Hand of God
a. Faith and Healing and Miracles

5. Last Week We Focused Specifically on the Gift of Miracles
A. We Defined Miracles as
a. Events where people and things are visibly and beneficially changed in an extraordinary way by the power of God - working through an individual.
b. A miracle is a supernatural act; a temporary suspension of the natural order; an intervention into the course of nature as it is normally understood.
B. We Explained its Purpose
a. The proclamation of the kingdom is affirmed by demonstration of the kingdom.
b. Miracles vindicate the name of God and the gospel by:
i. Deliverance of God’s people from danger
ii. Supernatural Provision
iii. Carrying out Divine Judgment and Discipline
iv. Confirm the Preaching of the Word
v. Raising the Dead
vi. Displaying God’s power and magnificence.
C. How the Gift of Miracles Works
a. Compassion and Passion
b. Faith is in the mix
c. Can include words and/or actions
d. Often spontaneous
D. Offered some biblical examples
a. The message was replete with biblical accounts of miracles
b. Specifically we looked at:
i. Jesus turning water to wine in John 2
ii. Peter’ Miraculous Escape from Prison in Acts 12:1-12

6. Today: The Gift of Prophecy
A. We’ll Define it
B. Explain its Purpose
C. How it Works
D. Offer some Biblical Examples
E. We’ll end with ministry time
a. If you have spiritual eyes that see and ears that hear please begin listening to the Holy Spirit now.

7. Read and Pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
B. I’m preaching this series for two main reasons?
a. To help foster healthier, clearer and more intimate communication between you and God.
b. And by that help you do what God has called you to do more effectively.

8. God Talks
A. The bible is evidence that we serve a speaking God
a. One who continually chooses to communicate with his people
B. For example:
a. He spoke the world into existence in Genesis 1
b. He spoke with Adam and Eve in the Garden, Genesis 3
c. He spoke to Noah in Genesis 7 to build the Ark
d. He spoke to Abraham in Genesis 12
e. And Moses throughout the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy
f. God spoke to Joseph and Mary through an angel in a dream in Matthew 1
g. God sent Jesus, the ultimate spokesman
C. Throughout the New Testament we see God as a speaking God.
a. One who desires, not only, that we communicate Him,
b. But one who desires to communicate with us His children.

II Define The Gift of Prophecy
1. The Gift of Prophecy is the special ability that God gives to people so that they can receive and communicate a message from God.
2. Think of it as a satellite dish
A. It’s the capability of picking up a signal and relaying it in a form that is easier to comprehend

III Purpose of The Gift of Prophecy:
1. Scripture clearly describes the purpose of prophecy in 1 Corinthians 14:1-3
A. “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”
a. The purpose of prophetic ministry is to strengthen, encourage and comfort people.
b. Prophetic word can inspire and give direction
i. Personal examples
· Green means go
· Stop at the island

2. Translations
A. NIV: “strengthen, encourage and comfort.”
B. NASB: “edification and exhortation and consolation.”
C. The Voice:
a. I really like this new translation’s take on 1 Corinthians 14:3 
b. “But a person who has the gift of prophecy teaches in a way that builds up the community, draws them near, and comforts them.”
D. Do you see anything negative in these translations?
a. Me neither

3. I believe that true prophetic ministry is other focused and love driven.
A. “The purpose of prophecy is to express God’s love.” ~ Jim Driscoll
a. I would go so far as to say:
i. If it’s not loving, it’s not truly prophetic.
ii. Bearing in mind that yes, it is possible to speak the truth, even hard truth in love.
b. However, if it’s void of love, it’s void of God - for God is love.
B. I want to see prophetic ministry transformed.
a. I believe we ought to be known as messengers of hope and ambassadors of God’s love.
b. So, when we give someone a prophetic word they should, at the very least, walk away feeling loved.

IV How Does the Gift of Prophecy Work? (Styles and 5 Parts)
1. Prophetic Styles
A. Why do people prophecy the way they do?
a. Modeling
i. We do to others what has been done to us
· John Wimber: Beard & Hawaiian Shirts
· Tom: Preaching from a stool
b. Geographic Cultural Influences
i. Some cultures are more reserved in their expressiveness
· New England
ii. Others are more demonstrative and comfortable with it
· San Francisco, CA - the birthplace of Burning Man
iii. Family influence
· Loud vs. Quiet
c. Denominational
i. Some denominations value a more flamboyant style 
ii. Other denomination find that style offensive and value a more laid back approach
B. Different Giftings
a. Hebrew Terms
i. Seer
· Roeh (roe-a): seer
· Hozeh (ho-za): to see, prophet or seer
· More close to how it works in me
· I see a picture, interpret it and communicate it
ii. Prophet
· Nabi (na-bee) Most often used OT word for prophet
· From the root meaning “to bubble forth, as from a fountain,” 
· Nabi is often Ecstatic
· A feeling or expression of overwhelming happiness or joyful excitement.
· Think Bill Hammon, Bobby Conner or Stacey Campbell
· They get excited as they prophesy and it shows.
b. Either way 1 Corinthians 14:32 holds true
i. “The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets.”
C. Last Word on Styles
a. Don’t embrace or reject a prophetic words based on your style preference.
i. Be it modeling, cultural or denominational
b. God’s ways are not our ways
i. And sometimes God offends our minds to reveal our hearts

2. Dissecting a Prophetic Word in 5 Parts

A. First Part: Receive Revelation from God
a. You perceive something from the Holy Spirit
i. In John 5:19 Jesus said: 
ii. “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”
iii. Sees = blepo meaning to perceive by the senses
b. Revelatory Senses
i. Sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch, emotions, impressions, thought… and more.
ii. Give examples
c. A strong sense that this is more than just my thoughts, this is from God
i. A picture or vision
ii. A dream
iii. A scripture verse
iv. A song
d. Learn to trust your first instinct / impression
i. Don’t talk yourself out of it
ii. Trust God: Luke 11:11-13
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

B. Second Part: Interpret for Understanding
a. Often God speaks in metaphoric or parabolic ways
i. Interpretation is required
ii. God often speaks to me in pictures
b. What does the perceived revelation mean?
i. My Spiritual Gifts Workshop is very helpful here
· In it I offer a list of over 300 symbols and their meaning
· I cover colors, numbers, animals and much more
ii. Example #1: I notice they’re wearing a blue sweatshirt with white eagle on front and number 11 on shoulder. I feel like God’s on it
c. Discover the way God speaks to you
i. You may look at someone and have a strong impression
ii. Example #2: Strong Maternal Instinct on them
iii. Example #3: Feels like a strong leader, protector

C. Third Part: Translate it to the Culture
a. In church or out of church?
i. To a Christian or a non-Christian?
ii. Modify your verbiage based on the hearer
iii. To a believer religious language might be extremely effective
iv. To a non-believer non-religious language might be a better approach
b. Think Missions
i. It helps to know the language of the culture you’re speaking to
c. Outreach Example
i. Why we call Prophetic Words - Life Reading
ii. Why we use non religious language
d. Saint Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:22	
i. “I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.”
e. Jesus became like us, he translated to our culture
i. “…the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14
f. How can I share what I think this means in a way that they can relate to it?

D. Fourth Part: Communicate in Love
a. Messengers of Hope and Ambassadors of Love
i. Larry Randolph “Tell them something they don’t know.”
b. Strengthen, Encourage and Comfort them
i. “But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.” 
· 1 Corinthians 14:3
c. Stop when God stops
i. Hamburger helper doesn’t make it better
d. Be kind and merciful
i. Prophetic people need lots of practice being kind and merciful
ii. I’m convinced that the day of the angry prophets is over
iii. And a new day has come where we’re seeing pastoral and prophetic gifts mixing well together

E. Fifth Part: Leave ownership with the Recipient 
a. Model freedom
i. Just deliver the mail
ii. Leave ownership in their hands
b. Resist the urge to control
i. Don’t try to make something happen
ii. Don’t tell them what to do or not do
iii. Don’t argue or debate with them
c. Trust God
i. Isaiah 55:10-11 
ii. “As the rain and the snow
    come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
    without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish, 
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
    It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
iii. If it’s God, it will have life on it and eventually bear fruit

3. Review the 5 Parts
A. 5 Parts
a. First Part: Receive Revelation from God
b. Second Part: Interpret for Understanding
c. Third Part: Translate it to the Culture
d. Fourth Part: Communicate in Love
e. Fifth Part: Leave ownership with the Recipient 
i. All 5 steps can happen in seconds
ii. The more you do it the easier it gets
B. Ask for help
a. If you get a prophetic word or think you have and you don’t know what to do with it ask for help from someone with more experience than you.
b. Look for someone with wisdom and a healthy track record
C. Basic Guidelines
a. Don’t prophecy dates, mates or babies
b. Don’t tell someone to quit their job unless you’re ready to feed them and have them move in with you
c. Remember the Golden Rule
d. Don’t violate love or freedom
e. Use your normal voice

I Biblical Examples of The Gift of Prophecy
1. Practical Strategy in Acts 11:27-30
A. 27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
B. Agabus, a person with prophetic gifting gave strategic insight to the church concerning future events
a. And because of it, practical needs were met

2. Peter’s Vision in Acts 10:9-20
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them.”
A. God Communicated to Peter
a. In a trance Peter saw a vision and heard the voice of God
b. A vision that altered the course of Christianity
c. Opening the way for gentiles into the kingdom

3. Jeremiah 18:1-6
A. This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.
B. I love this example
a. God uses a normal, everyday, cultural activity to speak in a metaphoric, parabolic and prophetic word to Jeremiah about the nation.
b. God can and does speak to people in the same way today.
c. Doug Addison Example
i. Pencil: writing but needs to be sharpened first

4. Next Week: 
A. We’ll look at The Gift of Tongues

II Ministry Time
1. Everybody Please Stand
A. Let’s Pray
2. Do Jeremiah 18 Exercise
A. Ask God to highlight an item in this room
a. Any item
b. Ask God speak to you about you through that object
