Grace 6

Intro
· Open Bibles to Hebrews 4
· Today is my 6th and most likely final message on Grace
· So far we have see that
· It is by grace that we have been saved through faith – Ephesians 2:8-9
· Where sin abounds, grace super abounds – Romans 5:20
· We are no longer under law; but under grace – Romans 6:14
· We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us – Romans 12:6
· God’s grace is sufficient for us, for his power is made perfect in weakness – 2 Corinthians 12:9
· This morning we’re going to take a look at the Throne of Grace
· from Hebrews 4
· Read and pray: Hebrews 4:14-16
· 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Context
· Book of Hebrews
· Author is unknown
· Many think it could well be Saint Paul
· Due to style and content
· Date written:
· Though it is difficult to assign a specific date to this letter
· It was probably written before the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD
· The author consistently refers to it in the present tense

· Back Story
· Hebrews appears to be a written sermon directed to Jewish-Christians
· Jewish-Christians who were considering whether or not it was worth holding on to Christ any longer. 
· Chapter 10 of Hebrews makes it clear that they’d suffered great persecution for the faith in the past
· The nature of their present struggle is less clear. 
· It’s possible that they had been facing:
· Some type of new persecution
· Or rejection at the hands of Jewish family and friends 
· Or maybe they were just looking for an easier option than following Jesus
· Either way, it appears that they may have been considering a return to Judaism as a way of lessening these tensions. 
· Whatever the cause, the temptation was severe enough to prompt this letter
· We can all use encouragement in the hard times, right?
· This letter was written to encourage these persecuted Hebrew-Christians to:
· "Hold on" (3:6), 
· And to “hold unswervingly to the hope we profess” (10:23) 
· To "persevere" (10:36), 

· Theme: The Superiority of Jesus
· Hebrews is a marvelous portrait of Jesus Christ seen through the lens of the Old Testament. 
· The author's intent is to show the superiority of Jesus over the prophets, angels, Moses, priests and the whole Old Testament system. 
· Jesus is indeed: 
· The new High Priest 
· With the new sacrifice 
· Who establishes a new covenant between people and God

· Chapter 4
· Can be broken down into two parts
· Verses 1-13 speaks of the promised rest
· While the rest of the chapter speaks of Jesus as our great high priest.
· I’d enjoy expanding on the first part of chapter 4 this morning but that will have to wait for another day.
· Instead let’s turn our focus to verses 14, 15 and 16

Verse 14
· Seeing Jesus as our great High Priest.
· Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
· Therefore, since we have a great high priest: 
· The idea that Jesus is our High Priest has been mentioned before
· Hebrews 2:17 and Hebrews 3:1
· But now the writer to the Hebrews will develop the idea more extensively.
· The writer of Hebrews wants to call attention to the specific, unique character of Jesus as our High Priest. 
· No other High Priest was called great. 
· No other High Priest … ascended into heaven. 
· No other High Priest is the Son of God.
· This Great High Priest is unlike any other high priest these Hebrew-Christians ever experienced

· Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess: 
· Knowing that we have a High Priest, and knowing how unique and glorious He is, is wonderful…
· It is even greater to know that He has passed through the heavens, and now ministers there on our behalf. 
· Both of these things should encourage them and us enough to Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

Verse 15
· Our Great High Priest can empathize with us.
· For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin.
· The deity of Jesus is well documented in Hebrews 1:4-14
· In Hebrews 2:5-18 Jesus’ compassionate humanity is demonstrated 
· This means that Jesus is:
· God the Son
· Enthroned in Heaven
· Our Great High Priest
· AND, he can empathize with our weaknesses.

· To the Greeks, the primary attribute of God was the essential inability to feel anything at all. 
· Jesus isn't like that. 
· He knows, He feels what we go through. 
· The ancient Greek word for empathize literally means: 
· "to suffer along with."
· The difference is this:
· Jesus added humanity to His deity, 
· He came and lived among us as a man
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us 
· John 1:14
· When you have been there, it makes all the difference. 
· Jesus knows what it’s like to walk in our shoes, in our skin!
· If we see some tragic news event it may move us
· It the tragedy happened in Charlottetown we’re impacted much more deeply
· We’re connect to the place
· We know the people
· Not only has Jesus walked in our shoes and lived where we live, verse 15 goes on to say…
· but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin: 
· Though never stained by it…
· Jesus knows what it is like to be tempted and to battle against sin.
· Our Great High Priest knows what we’ve been dealing with
· He knows, He understand, He empathizes

· Sometimes we think that because Jesus is God, He could never know temptation the way we do. 
· In part, this is true: 
· Jesus faced temptation MUCH MORE severely than we ever have or ever will!
· The Sinless One knows temptation in a way we don't 
· Only the one who never gives into temptation knows the full strength of temptation. 
· Jesus knew the strength and fury of temptation in a way, and to a degree, that we will never know. 
· He knows what we go through and He has faced worse.
· We have a God who knows our sufferings

Verse 16
· The Throne of Grace
· Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
· Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence: 
· Most translations use variations the words confidence or boldly
· Young’s Literal Translations used the word “freedom”
· The Amplified states it comprehensively:
· Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace
· Because we have a Great High Priest who is all knowing, all powerful and full of compassion…
· We can come fearlessly, confidently and boldly to His throne. 
· Illustration of coming freely, boldly, fearlessly and confidently
· Larry Randolph’s three grandsons at Christmas
· The Tree
· The Refrigerator
· Larry’s pockets

· The enemy wants to discourage us from this unlimited access
· It seems to be one of his central strategies 
· He wants us to consider Jesus as somehow unapproachable
· Nothing could be further from the truth
· Perhaps encouraging us to come by some other intermediary:
· A minister or priest, Mary the mother of Jesus or one of the saints?
· We need no other mediator
· 1 Timothy 2:5 says “For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus”

· I have good news for you today
· We have a Great High Priest
· Who has ascended into Heaven
· His name is Jesus, the Son of God!
· The one who took on our flesh and walked in our shoes!
· He empathizes with our weaknesses
· Because he has endured all the temptations we have and more!
· This Jesus sits on a throne
· That we can approach: boldly, freely, confidently and fearlessly
· Because it is a throne of GRACE!

· The Throne of God is a Throne of Grace. 
· It’s a place that when we come
· We receive mercy (this is not getting what we deserve)
· And find grace (this is getting what we don't deserve)
· In our time of need.

· Rabbis taught that God had two thrones:
· One of mercy
· And one of judgment. 
· They said this because they knew that God was both merciful and just, 
· But how could these two attributes of God be reconciled? 
· The Cross!
· Prior to the cross I can understand how they might think there were two thrones
· But here, in light of the finished work of Jesus, 
· In light of the cross
· We see mercy and judgment reconciled into one throne
·  What the writer of Hebrews calls The Throne of Grace.
· A grace does not ignore God's justice
· But because of The Cross, the cure for sin, it operates perfectly synchronized with the justice of God
· And at this Throne of Grace we find…

·  “…grace to help us in our time of need.”
· Thankfully, God provides help in our time of need. 
· What an amazing God we have
· No request is too big or too small 
· He loves us so

Monday Morning Take Away
· Where are you this morning?
· Do you feel like 10 pounds of sin in a 5 pound bag?
· Do you find yourself in a “time of need”
· Do you find yourself in a time of Great need?
· I have very good news for you
· We have a Great High Priest in Jesus
· To match your great need
· He has walked in your shoes
· And he has great empathy for YOU this morning
· Not only can you come to him now
· Because of the Cross
· You can come boldly, fearlessly and confidently before His Glorious Throne
· Because it’s now just any throne
· It is a Throne of Grace!
· If you need prayer this morning please stand
· And let us pray for you in your time of need
· Pray

