
The Gospel of John 6:16-21

Introduction
Open Bibles to John 6:16
We’re working our way through The Gospel of John
Chapter by chapter, verse by verse
Today we’ll look at John’s account of Jesus walking on the water.
Read and Pray:

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.


Verses 16-17 - The disciples go out on the Sea of Galilee.

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 

Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus made His disciples get into the boat. Mark 6:45-46
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.
Jesus knew exactly what He was doing when He put His disciples into that boat on the Sea of Galilee.
Remember, the crowds gathered because Jesus healed the sick
They had just feed the multitudes
And the people wanted to make Jesus their earthly, military king - by force.
I think:
Jesus wanted to get his friends out of there
And I think he wanted/needed some alone time with The Father

Verse 17 tells us that the sun had already gone down
“By now it was dark”
Several of the disciples were fishermen
We know with certainty that at least four of them were experienced professional fisherman
Peter, Andrew, James and John
All four of them would have been accustomed to fishing on this very lake. 
It wouldn’t bother them at all that they would be rowing across the lake at night
This was normal behavior for them
Luke 5:5 makes this clear
Jesus was preach from Peter’s boat just off shore
Afterward he tells Peter to put out sea and drop his nets
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”


Verse 18 - The wind disrupts their efforts to cross the Sea.

18 A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.

The wind alone can be bad enough
But as many of you well know – strong wind on the water makes for big waves 

Chronologically Matthew 8 comes before John 6
If that’s true it means that the Matthew 8 storm came before the John 6 storm
In Matthew 8:23-27 Jesus was present with them in the boat during the storm
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”
How fierce the storm must have been to rattle these seasoned fisherman
Faith from the Greek word meaning “trusting too little”
Jesus is saying, “Trust Me”
Jesus isn't saying you didn't believe well enough...
He's saying - you didn't trust me.
It’s all about relationship!

But in this John 6 storm, He’s asking them to trust his unseen care and concern for them.
The same is true of us in our storms.

In the Mark 6:48 account of this event we read that Jesus watched the disciples as they rowed across the lake. 
48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.
His eye was on them all the time.


Verse 19 - Jesus comes to His disciples, walking on the water.

19 When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. 

In Matthew 8 the disciples are frightened by the storm
In John 6 their frightened by Jesus’ presence in an unexpected way
Matthew’s account of this event tells us that this happened in the fourth watch of the night, sometime between three and six in the morning. (Matthew 14:25)
The NIV says “Shortly before dawn”
So, that means they rowed hard for perhaps six to eight hours, and had only come a little more than half way across the lake (three or four miles).

Here’s Matthew’s account of this John 6 event
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

Sometimes Jesus calls us to do something and it’s hard
We think it should be easy and we’re surprised when it’s not
We encounter unexpected opposition
Sometimes very strong opposition
But know this, God is with us.
Hard doesn’t mean God isn’t in it
Easy doesn’t mean he is

Verse 19 tells us that 
“…they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. “
Mark 6:49-50 adds that the disciples were afraid because: 
They thought Jesus, walking on the water, was a ghost or a spirit.
Remember, it’s very dark, it’s stormy, the waters are rough
They have no context for this being Jesus
Not what they expected
They never experienced him this way before
Tell story of guys walking on the ledge of the ESB story
Not what I expected!
Completely unexpected!
I imagine the disciples felt the same way
Jesus is doing something they have never seen him do before
There isn’t any previous biblical basis for this expression of supernatural activity
No chapter and verse
God is doing a new thing
The disciples were not expecting help
Certainly not supernatural help. 
They knew what Jesus commanded them to do
They set out to do it 
Yet still they're surprised when he shows up
Initially they’re frightened to see this new unexpected supernatural activity.
Have you even been afraid of the supernatural?
Keep in mind, that even though you’re frightened, it could still be God.

This is a pretty good picture of humanity
We try to do what God has told us to do
We do the best we can in the strength we have
But even our best effort…
Enduring all night long…
We can’t get there without God’s presence 
Without God’s help

Keep in mind - The disciples have some experience with the supernatural activity of Jesus
So far in The Gospel of John they have seen Jesus:
Use prophetic gifting in his conversation with Nathanael 
Change water into wine
Heal the royal official’s son
Heal the invalid at the pool of Bethesda
And feed the multitudes with a boy’s lunch
Even with all that experience…
Jesus can still color outside their lines and blow up their God box
Walking on the water is pretty amazing
Even for the one who hovered over the waters in Genesis 1:1
The disciples were shocked when help came in a new and unexpected supernatural way.


Verse 20 - The calming words of Jesus.

20 But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 

Repeatedly in scripture we see God or heavenly beings appear and their opening statement is:
Fear Not or Be not afraid
Abram in Genesis 15
Hagar in Genesis 21
Isaac in Genesis 26
Jacob in Genesis 46
Joshua in Joshua 8
Gideon in Judges 6
Daniel in Daniel 10
Joseph in Matthew 1
Mary Magdalene in Matthew 28
Zacharias in Luke 1
Mary the Mother of Jesus in Luke 1
The Shepherds in Luke 1
Paul in Acts 27
John in Revelation 1
Why?
Because sometimes, when God shows up, it freaks us out!
Early experience with Wisdom and Revelation
It freaked me out and I jolted out of the experience
It has taken me time and help from friends to learn how not freak out

Jesus announce His presence. 
He came to bring supernatural help and comfort to His friends.
I love what David Guzik says of Jesus here:
“Jesus wouldn't turn a stone into bread to satisfy His own hunger, but he would multiply loaves and fishes to feed a hungry multitude. Jesus wouldn't cast Himself off the pinnacle of the temple to glorify Himself, but he would walk on the water to bring comfort to His disciples.”

God’s presence is a game changer
It’s all we need
Especially in the midst of our storms
A word from the Lord in the midst of a storm can bring
A peace that transcends our understand
And restore hope to the hopeless
Even when it comes in unexpected ways

We know from Matthew that after this, Peter asked Jesus if he could come out and walk on the water.
John, for unknown reasons, leaves this out of his account
But you can read it in Matthew 14:28-33


Verse 21 - Jesus brings them to their destination.

21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

Willing to take him into the boat
Sometimes God shows up and we’re not willing to take him into our boat
We’re afraid
We’re not sure it’s him
The storm impacts us and effects our perceptions and our decisions
But once Jesus spoke their will changed
Their willingness changed
It’s vitally important that we cultivate the ability to hear God
Especially for those times when the storms hit
And not only hear but welcome him aboard

Immediately the boat reached the shore:
The Amplified Bible communicates verse 21 this way:
Then they were quite willing and glad for Him to come into the boat. And now the boat went at once to the land they had steered toward. [And immediately they reached the shore toward which they had been slowly making their way.]
KJV:  immediately the ship was at the land 
NASB: immediately the boat was at the land
Listen to me: Immediately means immediately.
Greek: eutheōs (You-They-Os) 
straightway, immediately, forthwith
You might see it differently but I think “Immediately” means instantly
Most commentators agree with me on this
That Jesus and his boat full of friends were supernaturally transported from the middle of the Sea of Galliee to the shore of Capernaum
Look, If he could:
Change water into wine
Heal the sick
Multiple food
And walk on water
He certainly has proven that he has power over the laws of nature, the laws of physics as well as the physical realm
Of course he could supernaturally transport people from one geographic location to another 

This is not the only time this has happened in Scripture
While there wasn't any biblical basis for walking on water…
There was a biblical basis for supernatural transportation
In Ezekiel 3:14 the Prophet Ezekiel tells us that
“The Spirit then lifted me up and took me away.”
Elijah was known to be taken by the Holy Spirit to unknown places
Read 1 Kings 18
In the NT The Holy Spirit transported Philip in Acts 8:39
Immediately after ministering to the Ethiopian eunuch, Philip was caught away to the town of Azotus (a-zo-tus) a distance of some 40 miles.
Supernatural geographical transportations are biblical



Closing

So what’s our Monday morning take away from this part of John 6?
We can hear God clearly and follow his instructions perfectly
And still face resistance or even opposition
We might been head out in darkness
On the Way
The presence of God may come in ways we have never experienced before
Ways that have no previously established biblical basis
He may come in supernatural ways that are completely outside of our God box 
And when this happens… at least initially, these new ways can be frightening to us
And yet it can still absolutely be God
It’s important that we welcome him into our boat
We need to be willing
So many church and denomination has not been willing to have this supernatural Jesus in their boats
Let’s NOT be numbered among them.
Let us never forget that:
God, the Word made flesh dwelling among us, has power:
Over the laws of nature
The laws of physics
And the natural realm
And finally
If he’s sending us, he will take us to the other side
And we’ll get there right on time
Even if he has to supernaturally transport us geographically to do it

Let’s Pray
Lord, we welcome you into our boat
We welcome your supernatural activity into the life of CCC
I pray that we would know you and your ways
I pray that you would send us as you sent the disciple
And I pray that you would manifest your presence in our lives in supernatural and unexpected ways

