Love 3

Introduction
· Open Bibles to Ephesians 3:14-21
· We’re taking a break from the Gospel of John
· We might get back to it as some point
· Preaching a new series on the topic of love
· In Love 1 we looked at Mark 12:30-31
· 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· Last week in Love 2 we looked at John 13:34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Today we’ll look at Saint Paul’s prayer for the church at Ephesus in chapter 3
· Read and pray Ephesians 3:14-21
· 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
· Powerful verses
· Some of my personal favorites in all of scripture
Context
· The book of Ephesians
· Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus is his prison epistle
· As a matter of fact Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon were all written from prison
· All at about the same time
· Probably in the early part of the AD 60 decade
· Between AD 60-62
· In some ways Ephesians is a re-worked sermon
· Pastors do that sometimes
· They take an older message, refine it, update it and use it again.
· Especially when sharing with a new group of people
· Paul’s letter to the Ephesians seems to be an updated version of his letter to the Colossians.
· Over half the verses here are also found in Colossians
· It appears that Paul first developed these themes in his letter to the Colossians…
· To deal with a local problem
· And then expanded them into a more universal setting for use here in Ephesians
· It’s not crystal clear whicth imprisonment produced these letters
· But most commentators point to his imprisonment in Rome
· You can read about it in Romans 28

· In its introduction to Ephesians, the NIV Serendipity Study Bible describes the characteristics of Paul’s letter this way:
· “In this letter, Paul takes us to the mountaintops of Christian truth and invites us to look at the breathtaking view! When we do so, we see that it is Jesus Christ who dominates that view. We see him breaking down the wall between God and humanity. We see him subduing the hostile cosmic powers. We see him creating the church, a new social order of love and unity that transcends the racial, ethnic, and social distinctions between people. In conveying this vision Paul reaches into eternity past and eternity future to demonstrate how God, out of his love and glory, calls people to be reconciled to himself and to one another through the cross of Christ. The cross provides forgiveness of sins, a new life, and a new people.”
· Isn’t that good?
· I just love it.
· You can break the book of Ephesians down into two major parts
·  Chapters 1-3 focuses on doctrine
· Specifically, the new life and new society God has created through Jesus. 
· Chapters 4-6 focuses on ethics
· Specially, the new standards and new relationships expected of believers.
· Chapter 3
· Chapter 3 can also be broken down into 2 parts:
· Verses 1-13
· The Mystery of Grace
· Verses 14-21
· The Power to know Love
· This morning I want to look at “the power to know love” part of Ephesians chapter 3

· Verses 14-15
· 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 
· Obviously, Paul is praying
· Today’s text, verses 14-21 are a prayer.
· His prayer begins with the words “For this reason”
· For what reason?
· To answer that we have to go back the beginning of the chapter
· Ephesians 3:1-6
· For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles - 2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
· OK, so for what reason is Paul praying?
· The basis of Paul's prayer was his knowledge of God's purpose
· The mystery of grace
· The mystery of grace, that has been given by revelation
· To the apostles and prophets
· Specifically that this message of salvation is not exclusively for the Jews but also for the gentiles
· Namely you Ephesians gentiles
· What does he pray?

Verses 16-19
· 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· OK, let’s unpack this
· So much good stuff in here
· First Sentence: verses 16-17a
· 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith
· Paul’s prayer is that the Ephesians would experience the in dwelling Christ
· That this would be a permanent dwelling
· Not camping
· But building a house and moving in
· There are two main Greek words used for dwell
· One means a temporary dwelling like camping in a tent
· The other speaks of a permanent dwelling like moving into a house
· This is the word for permanent dwelling
· Paul prays that this would be a relationship based on trust
· Faith: pistis meaning trust
· And knowing full well that we could never accomplish this on our own
· He prayers for the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish it deep within us
· We need the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit
· It’s essential
· Do you have the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit?

Second Sentence: verses 17b-19
· And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Love, love, love!
· Rooted and established in love
· Grasping the vast dimensions of Christ’s love
· Knowing this love
· Root and established
· Being rooted and established as in the previous verse
· Christ dwelling in your heart through faith
· There is no greater establishment
· There are no deeper roots than trusting Christ who is love.
· Charles Spurgeon writes concerning “rooted and established”
· "Two expressions are used: 'rooted,' like a living tree which lays hold upon the soil, twists itself round the rocks, and cannot be upturned: 'grounded,' like a building which has been settled, as a whole, and will never show any cracks or flaws in the future through failures in the foundation." 
· Root and established in…
· Not in the 613 laws of the Old Testament
· Not in the religious rules and regulations of men
· Not doctrine
· Not theology
· Not denomination
· All of those things divide people from one another
· Rooted and established in what brings us together – LOVE!
· Then from this firmly settled relationship…
· Begin to grasp it’s vastness
· To grasp how wide, long, high and deep is the love of Christ
· No one gets this
· No one I know has ever overestimated the reach of God’s love
· Nearly every Christian I have ever met has grossly underestimated his love
· His love for them
· His love for others
· And especially his love for their enemies
· It’s a big, big love.
· This verse was profoundly illustrated to me in a vision, and experience with God almost 6 years ago to the day
· Taken into his heart
· The whole universe was in his heart with room to spare
· It was the most loving, most peaceful and most exhilaratingly free environment I’ve have ever experience.
· The width, length, height and depth of God’s love is truly immeasurable
· If we could but grasp just a taste of it
· Yet Paul prayers for so much more than a taste

Verse 19
· 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· Question
· Is anyone here experiencing life or faith in a way that you’d describe it as: “filled to the measure of all the fullness of God”?
· Yeah, me neither.
· Paul prays that we would know this love
· This love of the in dwelling Christ
· Just how wide, long, high and deep this love actually is
· Know it to the point of being filled to the measure of ALL the fullness  of God
· Could there be a more complete knowing?
· So, what’s the problem?
· Why aren’t we there?
· Where’s the width, length, height and depth?
· Where’s the measure of ALL the fullness?
· I think there’s a clue for us right here in verse 19
· and to know this love that surpasses knowledge
· It’s the difference between knowing and knowledge
· Two different words used here
· Know = ginosko, intimate experiential knowing
· Knowledge = gnosis, general intelligence and understanding
· It’s the difference between knowing someone intimately verses know about someone
· I know about Abraham Lincoln
· I know Nadine intimately
· Paul’s prayer is for a knowable love that surpasses knowledge
· Not information but intimacy
· The problem of our western worldview is we’re too easily satisfied with information.
· From the beginning I’ve told you that I am not content to live and academic and intellectual faith only.
· I want to know God, intimately, personally and experientially.
· I wholeheartedly want what Paul prayed for here in Ephesians 3
· I want to intimately experience God!
· I want more than general intelligence or understanding about God
· I want the width, length, height and depth of God’s love
· I want it until I am filled to overflowing with ALL the fullness of God.
· Why should I settle for anything less?
· Why should any of us?
· If I experience the love of God in this way would it impact my faith for verses 20-21?
· 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
· I’ve got some imagination
· How about you?

Monday Morning Take Away
· Let’s make some personal application of these verses
· Please, close your eyes and answer these questions for yourself
· Do you trust God?
· Does Christ dwell in your heart?
· Is he a visitor or a permanent resident?
· Does he have a temporary visa
· Or does he have all the rights of citizenship in your heart?
· Do you know the width, length, height and depth of his love for you?
· Are you filled to all the measure of the fullness of God?
· Do you intimately know his love or do you possess knowledge about his love
· Do you know him?
· Or do you know about him?
· Do you want more than what you currently have?
· I surely do!
· Let’s pray as Paul prayed

· Let’s pray
· Lord I pray that out of your vast and glorious resources
· You would strengthen us to the core of who with truly are
· By the power of the Holy Spirit
· Lord we place our trust in you
· Come and live in our heart, 
· Take up permanent residence
· Lord I pray that we, the members of Charlottetown Community Church, 
· That would be firmly rooted and established in your love for us.
· That we would actually grasp the vastness of your love
· That we would intimately and personally know your love for each of us
· That we would actually experience what it means to be filled to the measure of all your fullness.
· We invited you to come and do God-sized things in our midst
· Come and do immeasurably more than all we could ask or image
· And do it all to your glory alone.
· Amen.

· Personal Prophetic Words

