Grace

Intro
· Open Bibles to Ephesians 2
· Today I begin a new series of messages on the topic of Grace
· I want to start with one of the most widely know text on the topic
· Read and Pray: Ephesians 2:1-9
· As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Verses 1-3 are pretty rough
· As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 
· There aren’t any warm fuzzies in those 3 verses
· It a pretty bleak description 


Then we get to Verse 4-5
· The Power of “but”
· Manager at Northrop Grumman Aerospace Company
· You can forget everything that is said before the word “but”

· 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 
· But!
· Forget who you were without Christ
· This is who you are now!
· Reminds me of the verses I shared for the New Year: Isaiah 43:18-19
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
· Great love
· Great: an adjective meaning “many, much or large”
· Love: This is Agape
· God-sized love
· Not the love man is capable of producing
· God quality love
· Rich Mercy
· Rich: wealthy, abounding, abundantly supplied 
· When it comes to mercy why do we see God as cheap or stingy?
· Clearly, that’s not true
· Mercy: gotta love the language used to define words in Strong’s Concordance…
· “mercy: kindness or good will towards the miserable and the afflicted, joined with a desire to help them”
· Have you ever felt miserable and afflicted?
· Yeah, me too
· Mercy: “of God towards men: in general providence; the mercy and clemency of God in providing and offering to men salvation by Christ”
· Saved: Sozo, a powerful verb meaning:
· To save, to keep safe and sound, 
· To rescue from danger, destruction, injury or peril
· To save someone who is suffering, to keep them from perishing
· To make well, heal, or restore to health one suffering from disease
· To preserve one who is in danger of destruction, to save or to rescue
· I like the word rescue
· Rescue is a good word to visually describe being “saved”
· It’s more than help or assistance 
· It’s to rescue the helpless and hopeless
· I think of someone stranded at sea or trapped on a mountainside
· Rescuers come an snatch them from certain death
· That’s what God did for me
· He rescued me from certain death
· I was “saved” or “rescued” at age 16
· My journey actually began a year earlier with the death of my Grandmother.
· Grandma’s loss was a devastating blow to my mom
· She was angry at God that Grandma dies at 59 from heart failure
· She set herself on a quest to read the bible and prove it wrong.
· Long story short, he quest lead her into the heart of God
· He “rescued” my mom even when she had set herself against him.
· Love never fails
· And not only that… he rescued me in the process as well.
· Music had always been a huge part of family life in the Zawacki house hold
· When we were kids my parents played Frank Sinatra, Bobby Daren and Sammy Davis Jr.
· And they played it loud!
· When Mom got saved the stereo still blasted, just the records changed
· Now we heard Amy Grant and Andre Crouch and the Disciple
· Music has always had the ability to soften my heart and wiggle through even my most fortified defenses.
· For a year or more this contemporary Christen music played in my house and little did I know it’s message was finding its way into my heart.
· Until at 16 years old, in a Catholic elementary school basement, in Brooklyn, NY I gave my life to Jesus
· Over the next few years on was on fire for God
· I was fully active in our Spirit-filled prayer group
· And became part of a Christian band called Sonseed
· These things filled my life with wonderful life giving activities
· All at the exact same time that most of my neighborhood friends were experimenting with drugs and alcohol
· Over the next few years I would loss many of those friend to drunk driving accidents and drug over doses
· God rescued me and I didn’t even know I was in danger
· And he did by grace
· Back to verses 4-5
· 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 

· By Grace
· Here we are
· Here’s the key word… Grace
· In Greek: charis
· Strongs’ defines it this way:
· Grace: that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness, good will, loving-kindness and favor.
· Wait! There’s more!
· Grace: of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues
· It’s the root to the Greek word charisma
· Where we get charismatic
· It’s the word used for Gifts as in the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· It’s why Peter Wagner refers to the Gifts as “gracelets”
· Portions of God’s grace.
· Baker’s Theological Dictionary of the Bible describes grace as: 
· “The unmerited favor of God.”
· Grace can be defined as God's undeserved, unearned favor, goodness, kindness, and love toward us.
· And it’s a free gift from God!
· Free, no strings attached!
· Mercy is not getting what we do deserve - namely, punishment for our sins. 
· Grace is getting what we don't deserve - that is, favor from and with God.
· Mercy is not getting a speeding ticket
· Grace is the cop taking out his wallet and paying the fine.


· This is very good news
· We have been rescued but an astonishingly loving God and he has done it with this amazing thing called GRACE!
· And yet there’s more
· Listen to verses 6 and 7 again
· 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
· What?
· Are you kidding me?
· Does it say what I think it says?
· Raised and seated are past tense
· Where?
· The “heavenly realms”
· Heavenly defined as: 
· Existing in heaven
· Things that take place in heaven
· The heavenly regions
· Heaven itself, the abode of God and angels
· Yep, heaven means just that, heaven
· This is already an accomplished and completed work
· This is our current spiritual condition before God
· This is HUGE!
· I’ve heard storied of prophetically gifted people who have been to heaven
· I have had revelatory experience of going to heaven
· This helps me in a big way
· For me it adds validity to the heavenly revelations I and others have received.
· If in the spirit I am already seated there why can’t I see it from time to time?
· And I have seen it… and it’s wonderful!

And why? Verse 7
· 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
· So that God can show and display the:
· incomparable riches of his grace, 
· What are incomparable riches?
· Riches that are beyond compare
· There aren’t any other riches like the riches of God’s  grace
· NIV: Incomparable Riches
· NASB: Surpassing Riches
· NKJV: Exceeding Riches
· JB Phillips: Tremendous Generosity
· NLT: Incredible Wealth
· AMP: Immeasurable, Limitless, Surpassing Riches
· This grace really is amazing!
· This isn’t cheap
· There is no such thing as cheap grace
· It’s limitless, immeasurable and Incomparable!
· It’s amazing!
· And just how are these incomparable riches expressed?
· With hell fire and brimstone?
· With judgment, guilt and shame?
· With intimidation, condemnation and manipulation?
· No!
· Expressed in his kindness to us
· He expresses himself in kindness.
· I want to be more like him
· I want to be kind like God 
· I want to express this great grace in God’s kindness
· Romans 2:4 tells us that it is the kindness of God that leads to repentance
· That’s my story
· That’s what he did with me
· He rescued me in kindness
· Guys, God is better than we have ever thought or knew
· We have an amazing God who gives us amazing grace!
· How could so many get it so wrong for so long?

Verse 8-9
· Here we have the classic verses on grace
· 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
· Rescued by grace through faith
· And the Greek word for faith here once again is pistis
· ABC’s of Faith
· An Action
· Based upon a Belief
· Sustained by Confidence
· Walk across the floor anology
· What’s another word  for that? 
· TRUST!
· Pistis is translated as faith, belief or believe but it is best understood in our culture as TRUST
· Trust is a relational term
· Where there is no trust there is no real relationship
· Without trust you can love a person and even forgive a person but there won’t be true friendship.
· We have been rescued by grace through trust.
· There’s no work in rescue
· I’m stuck, trapped, stranded and I need to be rescued
· The work of effort of rescuing is done by God in his mercy, kindness, grace and love toward us.
· All we have to do is trust the rescuer
· Trust his efforts
· Trust his rope or net or bucket to carry us
· Trust the strength of the lifeguard to bring us safely to shore
· Trust his efforts once mine have been exhausted
· Once mine got me in the place of needing to be rescued
· I’ve need seen a news story or an interview of someone who has been rescued from near death that brags about their own efforts.
· No, they sing the praises of their rescuer and their sacrifice and bravery
· And so we sing the praises of ours
· 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

What’s our Monday Morning Take Away?
· But!
· Remember the power of BUT!
· Forget everything before the but
· Forget the former things do not dwell on the past God is doing a new thing in your life!
· You are a brand new creation in Christ Jesus
· Rescue
· God has rescued you
· With great love and rich mercy God has rescued you by his grace
· It’s so much more than help or assistance
· In our brokenness and powerlessness he snatch of from certain death
· Grace
· Amazing, amazing grace
· And it’s 100% free
· It’s all a free gift called grace
· No strings attached
· Trust
· God is absolutely trustworthy
· Who wouldn’t trust the lifeguard that just rescued you from drowning?
· Put your trust in God this week

Let’s Pray
· Rescue us oh God
· We need more than help or assistance
· Rescue us.
· You are trustworthy, 
· Help us see you for who you are 
· And help trust you
· Reveal to us the wonders of your amazing grace
· As we forget the former things
· And journey forward into 2015
· Positive Prophetic Words

