The Gospel of John 18:1

Intro
· Open Bibles to John 18
· After a three week break we’re back to The Gospel of John
· 12 Days of Christmas
· Prophetic Insights for 2016
· The Anatomy of Trust

· Today: 
· Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
· Why are we working our way through the Gospel of John?
· Back in November 2013 I was praying and asking God what he wanted me to give you guys
· What did he want me to speak on
· And He spoke to my heart “John’s Gospel”
· It’d had been a long time since I preached my way through an entire book of the bible but…
· It sounded like God
· And hey, we’re going to use scripture weekly anyway…
· And it’s an amazing account of Christ’s life…
· So here we are, 2 years later about to start chapter 18
· Today we’ll look at verse 1

· Read and Pray: John 18:1
· When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.




The Garden
· Things change here
· Since chapter 13 Jesus has been alone with his disciples, He has:
· Washed their feet
· Graciously dealt with Judas and Peter
· Established a new covenant between God and humanity
· Offered comfort to his closest friends
· Over his leaving and their misunderstanding it
· He’s given them profound instructions like:
· John 13:34-35
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· And he prayed
· For them and us in Chapter 17
· This is the “praying” the beginning of verse 1, chapter 18 refers to:
· “When he had finished praying…”

· Just a quick reminded before moving forward
· This is what Jesus prayed for us, for you and me…
· John 17:20-21
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· Jesus prays that we would be one
· Not just with each other
· But with God the Father, Son and Spirit
· Mind. Blowing!

· The ultimate purpose for all things
· Creation, the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension and Second Coming is this…
· That we be one
· That there would exist this deep, intimae, abiding relational connection between God and People
· It’s. All. About. Relationship.

· OK, back to the Garden
· On our journey together through John
· Sometimes we do a chunk of verses 
· Sometimes  we do a singular verse
· Today we’ll take a look verse 1

· John chapter 18, verse 1
· When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.
· Show Map
· Upper Room (Yellow Arrow)
· through the Kidron Valley (Red Arrow)
· To the Garden of Gethsemane (White Arrow)
· And as we’ll see…
· Annas
· Caiaphas
· Herod
· Eventually Calvary
· Show Picture of Present Day Garden
· Show picture from “The Passion of the Christ”

· Gethsemane is Greek and it literally means: "oil press"
· It is a garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. 
· And is most famous as the place where Jesus prayed and his disciples slept the night before Jesus' crucifixion.

· John’s gospel jumps right into Jesus’ arrest beginning at verse 2 
· Leaving out the account of Jesus in the garden
· It’s a powerful picture of Jesus
· and don’t want us to miss it
· The experience is cover in Matthew, Mark and Luke
· Let’s use Luke’s account this morning

Luke 22:39-46
· Verse 39
· Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 
· Jesus had a usual place
· He liked going to the mount of olives

· The Mount of Olives
· Every time Jesus visited Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha, 
· He was on the Mount of Olives
· Their village, Bethany was on the eastern slope.
· The Bible records Jesus’ visiting the Mount of Olives three times in the last week of His earthly life
· The first visit was to deliver what has come to be known as the Olivet Discourse
· You can find it in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21
· It’s Jesus’ response to His disciples’ question: 
· “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” ~ Mark 13:4
· Jesus’ second visit is what we call the triumphal entry. 
· According to Luke 19
· It’s where to disciples found the donkey Jesus rode into the city
· Where the people laid their cloaks on the road and worship Jesus as he rode by
· And where Jesus looked out over Jerusalem and wept over the city
· Jesus’ third visit during the week of His passion was on the night He was betrayed. 
· It’s what we’re looking at now
· That evening which began with the Last Supper in Jerusalem 
· and ended in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives.
· Additionally, Jesus’ final post-resurrection appearance is on the Mount of Olives
· Acts 1 tells us that it was from the Mount of Olives that Jesus ascended into Heaven
· And Immediately following Jesus’ ascension
· Two angels appeared to the disciples on the Mount of Olives and said in verse 11:
· “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
· According to the prophet Zechariah
· Jesus will return not only in the same way, 
· But to the same place. 
· In a prophecy related to the end times, Zechariah 14:4 declares:
· On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. 
· This was a favorite place of Jesus
· A place he would often visit
· The very location where David wept in defeat and where Jesus was betrayed and rejected
· Will be the place where Jesus returns in triumph
· What a picture of Divine Justice or Injustice
· So interesting that Jesus wasn’t hiding
· He knew what was coming and didn’t go into stealth mode
· He knew Judas’ plans and yet
· He still went to the usual place
· An expected place
· And a place where he could be easily found by Judas and the soldiers

· Verse 40
· On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 
· What is this temptation?
· The text doesn’t specify
· It could be temptation in general
· Some commentators suggest cowardice
· The temptation to run and hide at what’s about to come
· It’s a good a guess as any

· Verse 41
· He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed…
· A stone’s throw…
· Commentator David Guzik takes note that this must be an eyewitness account:
· “Here is the passionate account of an eyewitness, who no doubt related this incident to Luke. Only an eyewitness would remember a detail such as Jesus prayed about a stone's throw away from the disciples.”
· Please note: It was common in Hebrew culture to pray while standing
· I wonder if the kneeling was something common to Jesus relationship with the Father
· Or an expression of his passion and the intensity of the moment?

· Verse 42
· “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
· Why does Jesus pray this prayer?
· Is he being forced to do something?
· Is there division in the God head?
· Is Jesus getting cold feet?
· I think the answer to all those questions is clearly no.
· The plan was clear from before the beginning
· The Trinity planned this before God said let there be light
· Jesus himself said that no one takes his life
· The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life- only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” John 10:17-18
· As in every other way
· Jesus and the Father are one
· In full agreement
· This is the execution of the plan
· The critical moment has arrived
· Shortly Jesus will take the cancer of sin in his body
· And then drink the only antidote for that sickness
· The wrath of God
· Not against the person of Jesus
· Not against us
· But against the disease of sin that has been killing us and keeping us separated from God
· From that perspective
· This prayer is understandable
· Here we see Jesus as both fully God and fully man
· We can know the will of God
· Fully agree with the will of God 
· And still struggle to do the will of God
· Jesus yield to the Father’s will
· We can too
· Because he lives within us

· Verse 43
· An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 
· So intense a moment in human history that angelic help is required
· Matthew’s account offers us a bit further insight
· Matthew 26:36-39a
· Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed...
· When you are sorrowful and troubled, when you are overwhelmed to the point of death…
· You need your friends to pray
· You need angles to appear and strengthen you
· And it’s at those times you fall on your face and pray

· Verse 44
· And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
· Though I have head of cases where people were in such extreme stress that there sweat was mixed with some blood…
· I don’t think the text here is saying that Jesus actually sweat blood
· But rather that he was sweating so profusely because of the unimaginable burden …
· That it was: like drops of blood falling to the ground.
· Look, Jesus was about to take the sin of all humanity, for all of time, in his own body
· If he actually sweat blood? – it’s reasonable!

· Verse 45-46
· When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”
· The very next thing that happens is Jesus gets arrested and the disciples scatter
· You know what…
· It probably would have been better for them if they had stayed awaked and prayed.

· Application
· Jesus did for us what we could not and would not ever be able to do for ourselves
· And in the process became our ultimate example of trust and faith
· So I ask you today
· Is there something in your life
· Something that you and God are in agreement with
· Something that you know is indeed his will for your life
· And still you struggle to do it?
· Have you too asked if the cup could pass you by?
· Is today the day you yield your will to his and pray like Jesus did:
· not my will, but yours be done

Ministry Time:
· Worship Team come up
· If you need prayer for this
· Or anything, please come for prayer as we sing a final song

