The Gospel of John 21:15-25

Intro
· Open your Bibles to The Gospel of John 21:15-25
· We started this journey into John’s Gospel on November 10, 2013
· We took an 8 month break from October 2014 till June 2015
· I sprinkled in a few “one-of” messages here and there
· But for the most part we have stayed the course through John’s Gospel
· 75 messages spanning about two and a half years
· If my count is correct.
· Today we will complete our journey into the Gospel of John with a look at Jesus’ reinstatement of Peter
· Read and Pray: John 21:15-25

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?”

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.

The Reinstatement of Peter
· One question asked three times
· Three responses
· One instruction said three ways
· Let’s take a closer look.

What is going on here?
· Why is this conversation between Jesus and Peter part of the Gospel’s conclusion?
· From the beginning I have been telling you that with Jesus it is ALL About Relationship.
· It’s no surprise that it’s all about relationship here as well.

First some backstory
· Back in John 13 at the Last Supper in the upper room…
· Jesus tells his disciples that he is going away
· Verse 33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.”
· Peter reacts strongly in verse 37
· “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
· It’s here that Jesus predicts Peter’s denial – verse 38
· Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!
· And that’s exactly what happened in John 18
· First denial at verse 17
· Second denial at verse 26
· Third denial at verse 27
· Matthew records it this way in chapter 26 verses 69-75
Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.

But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.

Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away.”

Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

· Wow, that’s brutal
· No doubt one of the lowest moments of Peter’s life
· The man he loved, followed and to whom he made grandiose promises…
· He now denies even knowing
· And why? Because the circumstances have turned against him
· Hearing that rooster crow had to be crushing
· Crushing, humbling and humiliating
· An experience not easily forgotten
· And no doubt on Peters’ mind
· Especially while he and Jesus chat over breakfast on the shores of Galilee

Can you relate to Peter?
· Have you ever blown it big time?
· Have you ever screwed up so badly that you have a hard time going to God?
· And it’s difficult to even pray?
· I have, more times that I care to remember.

I love what’s going on here between Jesus and Peter
· It gives me great hope
· Notice Peter didn’t go to Jesus
· Jesus goes to Peter
· Gone are the grandiose promises and bold proclamations
· Here we see a far humbler Peter than we’re grown accustom to
· Peter blew it big time and Jesus went to him, amazing.

Three times Jesus asks Peter: Do you love me?
· Do you realize just how astonishing this is?
· What God wants to be loved?
· Feared, yes.
· Obeyed, of course.
· Served, absolutely.
· But loved? No man made gods care of about being loved
· Only our God cares about being loved
· Because our God is love
· Love is his very essence
· Jesus, the risen Lord of lord and King of kings asks about love
· The risen Messiah who has just conquered hell death and the grave asks about love.
· The God who supernaturally rose from the dead and then makes breakfast for his friends… 
· Asks Peter… do you love me?
· Guys, listen to me, it is ALL about relationship.

· I know that many sermons on this text cover the different Greek words used for love: agape verses phileo love
· God’s self sacrificing, selfless love verses friendly affection
· And I’m sure it’s significant
· But it’s not my point here today.
· I’d rather take a look at what Jesus didn’t say

· Notice what Jesus didn’t ask Peter
· He didn’t ask… Peter are you sorry?
· He didn’t ask Peter to repent for denying him.
· He didn’t ask Peter to promise he’d never do it again.
· He didn’t ask for obedience, repentance, vows, appropriate conduct or performance in any shape form or manner.
· Jesus never asked Peter to jump through any religious hoops
· NOT ONE!
· Instead he asks for heart.
· He asks for relationship.
· He asks for Peter’s love.

· Jesus doesn’t say one word looking back
· Everything he says to Peter is Present focused
· Do you love me
· Feed my sheep
· Jesus NEVER mentions Peter’s denial
· Jesus never mentions Peter’s past
· Jesus is telling Peter that he’s still in the family
· That’s hasn’t been kicked out
· More than that, he asks Peter to pick up the baton 
· And love the people Jesus loves
· To shepherd Jesus’ own sheep

· Jesus is telling Peter that he is NOT disqualified!
· That there is still place for him
· A trusted place
· Jesus is telling Peter…
· I love you Peter and I still trust you
· And he entrusts to Peter what he most loves… us!

· The good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that he loves us!
· That no matter what we have done, we are not disqualified in the eyes of God.
· The Good News is that its not about performance
· It’s all about relationship
· Now that is liberating.

· In verses 18 Jesus prophesies to Peter
· Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”
· Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God
· So the next verse tells us
· Peter’s death
· Traditionally, Roman authorities sentenced Peter to death by crucifixion. 
· According to the apocryphal Acts of Peter, he was crucified head down. 
· Tradition also locates his burial place where the Basilica of Saint Peter was later built, directly beneath the Basilica's high altar.
· The “stretch out your hand” portion of Jesus prophetic word to Peter could be pointing to crucifixion.

· And in the second half of verse 19 gives Jesus gives Peter the same call he had from the very beginning…
· Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
· I tell you what…
· I will gladly follow the Jesus portrayed in John’s Gospel
· Without hesitation or reservation
· Yes, Lord, I will follow you.

Verses 20-23
Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”

Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?”

· Here John takes a few lines to clear up some confusion concerning his own life and death
· Apparently there was a rumour that the Lord had prophesied that John would still be alive when He came back.
· John uses these verses to make it perfectly clear that Jesus had only spoken hypothetically about this.

Verse 24
· Here John concludes his Gospel with these words…
· This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.
· If this were a legal document
· Here John is officially stating the accuracy of the document
· Here he’s testifying, as an eye witness, to the truthfulness all of the accounts recorded within
· And he ends with this statement

Verse 25
· Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.
· 21 chapters
· 879 verses
· 15,635 words (in the Greek New Testament)
· And it’s not even close to a comprehensive account of all the things Jesus did.

· Our God is big!
· Uncontainable
· Indescribable
· Amazing, astonishing, awesome and wonder-filled!
· And get this…
· He loves us like crazy!
· He’s NOT mad at you
· He’s mad about you!

· The awesomeness of our God can not be limited to a book 
· Nor to our feeble understand
· And comprehension
· God is greater than our trials
· And grander than our circumstances

· The Gospel of John is…
· A wonderful account of Jesus’ life
· John portrays the Son of God as a kind, loving and compassionate Messiah
· John paints a picture of Jesus as being HIGHLY relational and not at all religious
· Repeatedly, we see Jesus bucking the status quo and rejecting the religious shackles of the Scribes, Pharisees and Chief Priests
· All the while loving extravagantly the prostitutes, tax collectors and “sinners”

· If you feel like your life is a mess
· If you feel like 10 pounds of sin in a 5 pound bag
· If you too reject the shackles of institutionalized religion
· Then Jesus is perfect for you
· And you are exactly the type of person he would call his friend.
· I hope you have enjoyed this journey through the Gospel of John
· It has been by honor and privilege to lead you through it.

Ministry Time:
· Angi and Colin please come forward to lead us in a final song
· No matter what you face today… God is bigger
· Our God is able
· No matter how you feel about yourself or your life
· Our God loves you and is here for you
· He will never ever leave you or forsake you, never!
· What ever you may need come forward today for prayer
· [bookmark: _GoBack]So that our great and loving God may touch you in the place of your need.
