The Gospel of John 8:21-30

· Open Bibles to John 8:21-30
· Thank you Garfield for filling in for me last Sunday
· You did a fine job!
· I’m working my way through the Gospel of John
· We’re in the middle of John chapter 8 and yet another confrontation between Jesus and the religious rulers of his day.
· Read and Pray: John 8:21-30

21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”

22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”

23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”

25 “Who are you?” they asked.

“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”

27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30 Even as he spoke, many believed in him.


Quick Review
· In my last message on John 8:12-20
· There’s a dispute between Jesus and the Pharisees concerning Jesus’ testimony that he is The Light of the World.
· Jesus is informing them plainly concerning who is and why he is here.
· All the Jews want to do is argue legal religious rules and regulations concerning the veracity of his testimony.

Verse 21
· Verse 21 begins with the words: “Once more Jesus said to them”
· The Message says it this way: “Then he went over the same ground again.”
· Like any good preacher Jesus is restating his message in a new and different way.
· With the hope that his hearers will gain understanding
· Verse 21 goes on…
· 21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”
· Not only are their contrasting opinions here
· But opposing directions
· One toward God, the other away.
· You cannot go east and west at the same time
· You cannot go north and south at the same time
· You cannot go into the light and into the dark at the same time
· Jesus is going one way and the Pharisees are going another
· I like the way Peterson states the rest of verse 21 in the Message:
· Then he went over the same ground again. “I’m leaving and you are going to look for me, but you’re missing God in this and are headed for a dead end. There is no way you can come with me.”
· They were missing God and headed for a dead end.
· They just didn’t know it.
· That’s the problem with deception
· You don’t know you’re deceived
· A religious spirit will blind us from the truth to the point that we call good evil and evil good.

Verse 22
· 22 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”
· Still the Pharisees don’t get it
· Rather than question the accuracy of their position, they question Jesus’ intent
· Is he suicidal?
· This is another insult against Jesus. 
· Just like the insult from verse 19 when they questioned the legitimacy of his birth by asking:
· “Where is your father?”
· It was a cheap shot
· And here we have another
· In Jewish teaching, the lowest levels of Hades were for those who committed suicide. 
· Here, the Pharisees try to twist Jesus' words to imply that He will commit suicide and therefore be damned.
· And of course they cannot follow him because they are not damned.

Verse 23
· 23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
· “But he continued…”
· I love how Jesus doesn’t even address their comments but instead continues to clarify his statements so that they might understand
· Again we see the contrasting realities
· Physical - Spiritual
· Natural - Supernatural
· Earthly - Heavenly
· Below - Above
· Of this world - Not of this world
· “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 
· I am not content to live an intellectual and academic faith ONLY.
· Because I don’t have to.
· I’m NOT limited to the natural realm.
· I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit.
· Because I can
· Because Jesus made it possible
· Because the Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells within me
· In Colossians 3:1-3 Saint Paul says
· Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
· The Pharisees set their hearts and minds on things below
· I don’t want to be like them
· I want to be like Jesus
· Jesus says in John 8 that:
· He is from above
· Then I want to be from above
· He is not of this world
· Then I do not want to be of this world
· He states plainly that the Pharisees are from below and of this world.
· I do not want to be aligned with the Pharisees
· The Pharisees have a contrasting perspective from Jesus and as a result they completely missed what God was doing right in front of their own eyes.

Verse 24
· 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”
· Two things to take note of here in verse 24
· First: The word believe here is from the Greek root word “Pistis” meaning to trust
· We’ve covered this many times before
· Pistis is more than intellectual assent, it’s more than doctrinal agreement
· It’s a relational term
· Second: The word “he” is added by the translators
· Young’s Literal Translation: 
· I said, therefore, to you, that ye shall die in your sins, for if ye may not believe that I am [he], ye shall die in your sins.'
· This is an obvious nod to Exodus 3:14 when God identifies himself to Moses at the burning bush as “I am who I am”
· The title “I Am” is clearly a claim to deity
· Just like he said I AM the Light of the World in John 8:12
· Jesus is saying here in verse 24 that he is the Great I AM.
· The “I am who I am” that met Moses at the burning bush
· Jesus makes it very simple for the Pharisees here in verse 24
· Trust that I Am who I Am and live
· Do not Trust that I Am who I Am and die

Verses 25-30
· Still blinded and confused by deception the Pharisees ask in verse 25
· 25 “Who are you?” they asked.
· This question of the Pharisees comes from a combination of willful confusion and contempt. 
· Though Jesus has told them over and over who He is, they will continue to ask until they get an answer they can use to condemn Him.
· Even so, again Jesus clarifies
· “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.”
· Verse 27 tells us that the Pharisees are still confused
· 27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 
· So Jesus explains further
· 28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 
· Jesus is trying to connect the dots for them
· That he and the Father are one
· That the Father they believe in is the Son who stands before them
· The "lifting up" Jesus describes has nothing to do with "exalting" Jesus in any way; 
· It has to do with "lifting up" Jesus off the ground onto a cross. 
· When Jesus is crucified, they will see the perfect obedience of the Son to the Father.
· 29 The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 
· The unity between the Father and the Son continues, and will continue. 
· Despite the accusations of the Pharisees, Jesus is as close to His Father as ever.
· Even though the Pharisees are blinded by religion
· Many others witnessing this exchange understand and believe
· 30 Even as he spoke, many believed in him.
· Jesus' message of His unity with the Father was well received by many that day
· Oh that it would be as well received today.

Monday Morning Take Away
· So, what’s our Monday morning take away?
· God’s ways and thoughts are not our ways and thoughts
· Let’s yield to his ways and thoughts
· Even if they contradict our religious upbringing
· Jesus is from above and not of this world
· Let our lives be one with his
· Set on things above and not on this world’s ways
· Be humble
· If they missed God, so can we
· Pride, self-righteousness and religious arrogance are not our friends
· They lead us to deception and keep us there
· Humility and a teachable spirit is a path toward freedom.
· Let’s pray
