
Part 4
Play “Little Things” – Marty Stuart music clip (44-1:17)


We are wrapping up a series we’ve called…

Little Things
LITTLE ways to make a BIG difference in your marriage


As we’ve learned throughout this series…

· The big things in marriage…big diamonds, big wedding, big vacations, big houses, and big paychecks – DON’T SUSTAIN A MARRIAGE – they only enhance it.


It’s the LITTLE THINGS WE DO every day that a big difference in marriage.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



This powerful truth is backed up by…

Luke 16:10 – “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.”

· In other words, if we will be faithful in the little things – especially in marriage – God will increase our intimacy, our passion, and our love for each other.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So, the question we’ve been answering is…

What are some little things that make a BIG difference in marriage?

We’ve learned…
1st and foremost…We must have a…

1st - Little Faith in a Big God
· The Key to a great marriage is Faith in God, not faith in marriage!
· God is the secret to a great marriage. 
· Faith in God is a daily discipline.
· Reading the Bible
· Praying For and With each other.
· Serving the church together.
· Are spiritual disciplines that reap BIG REWARD IN MARRIAGE! 

2nd - Little WORDS

· The bible says, We reap what we sow – if we so good words – we will reap a good marriage.
· If we sow words of pain and discouragement – we will reap the negative consequences of that as well.
· Our words can build up or burn down
· Build intimacy or insecurity

So little words can make a big difference in marriage!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Last week – Olivia shared some powerful ways – to make a big difference in DATING…
 
· By…
· Allowing God to be first in your life
· Relying on God’s Voice
· Dating only those who love Jesus
· Setting boundaries to keep each other pure

· These little things can make a BIG difference in DATING
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We want to wrap this series up by teaching one more LITTLE THING that makes a big difference in marriage…

End today – ANSWERING SOME OF THE QUESTIONS Y’ALL SUBMITTED LAST WEEK
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Last little thing is…


3rd - Little Actions


· 1 John 3:18 – “18Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.”

John tells us…
· Words are great and very important.
· But we must act on the words as well.

· In marriage - Loving each other isn’t just something that we show in our words…
· It’s the Day to Day ACTIONS that make a big difference in marriage…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So what does this look like in a practical sense and what does the bible say about it Little Actions?

2 truths:


1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The greatest marriages are two SERVANTS serving each other.


There’s a powerful scripture that applies directly to this truth…

· Philippians 2:3-7 – “3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Let’s be honest…


SERVANT 
· This word sounds negative.
· Slave
· Beat up
· Peeon
· Being thought of as a servant or being treated like a servant can be humbling and seem humiliating.



· BUT…
· When it comes to living for Christ and being a Christ follower– HUMILITY is KEY!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


In these verses we see how…Jesus shows us through His life – how to be a servant to others.

· He was God.
· But He gave up heaven.
· Gave up perfect environment.
· Gave up being directly with His Father.

· HUMBLED HIMSELF
· Came to earth
· To serve the world
· By becoming sin.
· And dying on the cross for our sins.

That was the greatest act of servant-hood in history! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




And He tells us to do the same.

· Vs. 3-5 - “3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:”

Serving each other.
Small acts.
· Are foundational.
· And are what sustains a marriage.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Practical EX - “Be the couple that every other couple hates.”


This is kinda tongue and cheek…


We should be that guy or gal that does things for their spouse and makes everyone look bad. 

· EX – Chip and Jo – they seem to work well together and he does whatever she needs him to do.



BEAU
· EX – Mindset change - I want to be the guy that every other guy hates.
· I used to be all about me – when we got married.
· My way or the hwy.
· My needs before her needs.
· Selfish actions.
· “I’ll stay outside and work as long as I want.”
· “I don’t need to call and let you know I’m headed home from work.”
· “If I want to stay and hang with the guys, leave me alone.”
· “I don’t have to check in.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· And while I’m still not perfect at it, I’ve learned over the years to try to serve my wife and please her ahead of myself.

How…

EX – Checking in – honors her
· Not working outside every night, but coming in to eat together.
· Asking if it’s ok to hang with the boys.
· Little acts – that show her love.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Take it a step further…
· I like going shopping with her.
· I like picking out clothes while she shops
· I clean the house.
· I go to Wal-Mart and grocery shopping (My Dad).
· I’ll make the bed.
· I pick up my clothes off the floor.

· EX – Hair stylist – She likes getting her hair done.
· I don’t mind sitting there watching her and helping her pick what color.
· The Hair stylist wanted to share with Heather what she owed for getting her hair done – cause she was afraid I’d be like – “What the heck – that’s expensive.”
· So she asked Heather “Come over here and I’ll tell you what you owe.”
· To which Heather replied, “Oh Beau doesn’t care.”
· Why?
· Cause these little actions show her love.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




HEATHER

These actions Beau just mentioned make me feel…
· Loved
· Relieved
· Valued!

And some things I try to do for Beau are:
· Help work outside 
· build fence
· paint
· dig holes, etc.

· But what I’m learning….
· It means more to him when I offer to do these things, rather than having to be asked! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Another EX: I did some research…	

And surveys prove that it’s the little actions that keep your marriage healthy!

In a survey we read, close to 100% of spouses say…

· These little actions make them feel cared for
· These little actions make a huge impact on their happiness
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So what were the little actions in the survey that spouses liked?

· The little actions that matter to MEN are…

· Showing that he pleases you sexually
· Speaking Words – like we talked about already-gratitude, encouragement… words matter to men!

· The little actions that matter to WOMEN are…

· Taking her hand
· Randomly in car or while walking.
· Going out of his way to make her feel special
· Through a phone call or text
· Pulling himself out of a funk – doesn’t withdraw
· All of these are little – but can radically improve your marriage

All of these little actions are simple, learnable and doable!! 

According to a story from Family Life ministry, there was a couple whose marriage sadly fell apart. And listen to what she said…

“He worked so hard for a year to take us on that amazing vacation to Hawaii. But all I really wanted was for him to put his arm around me at church!”

· But a few little day to day actions could have saved that marriage!!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



BEAU


It doesn’t have to take you years to learn this like it did me…

· Start now!
· Humble yourself now.
· Serve one another now!

1st – The greatest marriages are two servants serving each other.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




2. Little actions REBUILD and HEAL.


Fact…

· Some of the greatest pain comes from our marriage…
· Some of you are in a funk in your marriage.
· Lost the passion.
· Don’t feel in love anymore.
· Your ready to give up.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Healing a broken relationship or failing marriage takes many things…
· Counseling
· Changing life-styles

· What we’ve learned is that little actions can heal the pain.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Little act of…

· Forgiveness

· Matthew 18:21-22 – “21Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?” 22“No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!”

· What Jesus is saying is – we are commanded to forgive every time we are wronged!

· The act of Forgiveness has to do with…
· Letting go of the past
· It’s not easy
· This must be immediate
· Whether they ask for it or not
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Then there’s the act of…

Trusting again
· Has to do with the future
· Rebuilt over time
· Rebuild your track record

God commands us to forgive immediately – but 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Practical acts that rebuild and heal…

· Little displays of love – make up the foundation of your marriage.
· Stop
· Listen – even when you don’t agree
· Laugh - Planning fun activities – EX. - Show that is fun / Last Man standing
· Hug 
· Massage 
· Leave notes 
· Send a text message or e-mail 
· Take care of the tasks around the house
· Take walks, rides, dream
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Remember: Big actions are sometimes needed. 
· 
· EX - Quit a job that you’ve put ahead of your family.
· Move 
· Just cause it’s your dream job doesn’t make it right.

· But in most situations it’s the little consistent, daily, thoughtful actions that can heal pain.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Little Actions make a big difference in marriage…

Some of you need to get to work.
Some of you need to slow down – and reconnect, rebuild.

Either way – God wants your marriage to succeed
He believes in marriage.
Heck He created it.

But we must do our part…by

1st – Little Faith in a Big God
2nd – Little Words
3rd – Little Actions


Close today’s teaching…
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