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The apostate condition of the world and the Church makes the pastor’s responsibilities all
the more critical.

I. Paul prophesied a future in which life and health giving doctrine would not be
tolerated. (v. 3a)

Your word is a lamp for my feet,
a light on my path. (Psalm 119:105)

The law of the LoRD is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous.

They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.

By them your servant is warned,;
in keeping them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7-11)

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. (Isaiah 5:20)

Il. False teaching appeals to our fallen sinful nature. (v.3b)

The Lie: God wants you to be happy.

“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.””
(Luke 12:19)

The Truth: God wants you to be holy.



Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians
7:1)

The Lie: God wants you to be healthy.

...the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; (James 5:15a)

The Truth: God wants to heal your sin-diseased soul.

...the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effective... My brothers and sisters, if one of you should
wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, remember this: Whoever
turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude
of sins. (James 5:15b-16, 19-20)

The Lie: God wants you to be wealthy.

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

The Truth: God wants you to rely on Him and be content with what He provides.

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God
has said,
“Never will I leave you;
never will I forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we
can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with
many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:6-10)

The Lie: God doesn’t care that much about your sin.
Certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among

you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and
deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. (Jude 1:4)



Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans
1:32)

The Truth: God sent His Son to the cross to save you from your sin.

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures... (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LoRD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:5-6)

I11. Paul predicts the exchange of the truth for lies and fables.

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of
the Jews?”

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What
is it you have done?”

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. (John 18:33-38)

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be
wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look
like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.



Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
(Romans 1:18-25)

So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly
established in the truth you now have. | think it is right to refresh your memory as long as | live
in the tent of this body, because I know that | will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has
made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be
able to remember these things.

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This 1s my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from
heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to
pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about
by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit. (2 Peter 1:12-21)

IVV. Pastors (and the Christians they lead) are charged with important responsibilities. (v.
5)

a) Be calm and collected at all times.

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to
you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the
evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be
holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:13-15)

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. (1 Peter 5:8-9)

b) Be ready and willing to suffer for and because of the Lord.
endure hardship

So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with
me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. (2 Timothy 1:8)



Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus...Remember Jesus Christ, raised
from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for which I am suffering even to the
point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. Therefore, | endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
with eternal glory. (2 Timothy 2:3, 8-10)

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love,
endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium
and Lystra, the persecutions | endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact,
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2 Timothy 3:10-13)

¢) Even if God has not given you the gift of Evangelism, we must still testify to the

grace shown us in the Gospel.

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

d) Eully carry out all the ministry that has been entrusted to you.

In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some
are for special purposes and some for common use. Those who cleanse themselves from the
latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to
do any good work. Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Don’t have anything to do
with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord’s
servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.
Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading
them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the
trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:20-26)

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10)



