Part 1
Play “Little Things” – Marty Stuart music clip (44-1:17)


I’m excited…we are launching into a new series entitled…

Little Things
LITTLE ways to make a BIG difference in your marriage

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Why do you preach on dating, marriage, and sex every year?
· If you haven’t noticed marriages are struggling.
· Divorce rates are higher than they’ve ever been.
· Most people have lost all hope in having a relationship that will last. 

· We believe that no matter what the stats say, with God – we have a 100% chance at success in marriage.  


So, whether you hope to be married or have already tied the knot…this series is for you…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – Heather and I had a big wedding. Wedding by the pond, 300 people, 8 groomsmen – 8 bridesmaids. Big Honeymoon – Bed-n-Breakfast in Rhode Island – Boston – NYC – Broadway Play.

And…today we still have a great marriage…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But what we’ve learned after 14 years of marriage…

Marriages aren’t built on BIG GESTURES!

· Large weddings
· Once in a life time vacations
· Expensive gifts
· Are nice!

But… 
· The Big things… DON’T SUSTAIN A MARRIAGE – they only ENHANCE it!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· It’s the LITTLE THINGS WE DO every day that make a BIG DIFFERENCE in marriage!

· The longer I’m married – the more I’m convinced that… the strongest marriages are built on the little everyday decisions to love and honor our spouse.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The verse that we will use as the foundation for this series is found in…

· Luke 16:10 – “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.”

Luke is saying…If you are faithful in the LITTLE THINGS– GOD WILL entrust you with larger ones! 


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What are some little things that make a BIG difference in marriage?



It all starts with a…



1. Little Faith in a Big God


· Matthew 17:20 – “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it would move. Nothing would be impossible."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


EX – Mustard Seed in My Wallet – Got it while in Israel. Tiny seed. (Show Seed Slide)

Matthew shows us that…
· Faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains – in every area of life – especially in marriage. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Myth: We have to have GREAT faith to please God.
Truth: We just have to have a LITTLE faith – in a GREAT God.

· In other words – it’s the object of our faith – not the size that matters. 
· And the object of our faith should be God!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What does this have to do with my marriage?


1st - The key to a great marriage is FAITH IN GOD, not faith in marriage!


What do I mean?

Well…many people place their hopes and dreams IN MARRIAGE!  

· EX - “If I can just get married – it will solve everything!”
· Those of us that are married – know that that’s a load of crap.

· We often believe…
· “If I could just get married then… 
· “I’d be happy.”
· “I’d never feel alone.”
· “All my fears would go away.”
· “I wouldn’t be tempted to look at porn.”
· “I’d never struggle with comparing myself with others, cause my husband will make me totally secure.”

· Sadly – many of us get married and none of these issues are solved.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I know this was the case for Heather and I…

EX – Heather and I’s unrealistic Expectations - Safe to say that when we got married we had a lot of unrealistic expectations
· I’d be happy from now on.
· I’d never feel alone.
· I’d have all my insecurities taken away.
· I’d never treat her bad or say anything mean.
· I was going to be the perfect husband.
· Heather would like the way I do things and not want to change anything.
· I could make all the decisions and she would just go along with everything and be happy about it.
· For Heather:
· He’d always say that right words and make me feel secure all the time.
· He’d be compassionate and tender.
· He’d always tell me what I’m great at and never point out my weaknesses.
· He’d always put me first. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Why did we struggle our first few years?
· Because we put our faith in our marriage.
· We just knew that life’s problems would all be solved once we were one.

· Boy were we wrong…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Don’t get me wrong…

Marriage is great…

· Proverbs 18:22 – “He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD.”

· Marriage is good…

· Don’t have to worry about dating weird people anymore.
· Get to have sex whenever she feels like it. 
· Get to share life together.
· Have someone to come home to.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But…what God has shown us that our hope, our peace, our love, our security, comes from our FAITH IN HIM!

God’s Word encourages us in this…

· Psalm 146:3 – “Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.”
· Psalm 118:8 – “It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· But the fact is…

· You spouse is not God – therefore he/she will never be able to fulfill your deepest needs.
· ONLY GOD CAN! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


People ask, “What’s the secret to a great marriage?

· The secret to a great marriage is GOD! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PLEASE HEAR ME: This is the stuff that will hopefully set you up for not saying “Man I wish I’d of known this before I got married.”

· SINGLE: Learn this now and you will save yourself from a lot of heartache and disappointment.
· If your dating relationship is not centered on God.
· Get out!

· MARRIED: Release your spouse from unrealistic expectations - and start turning to God for your deepest needs.
· You’re choking the life out of them by trying to get things from them that only God can do.

1st – The Key to a great marriage is faith in God, not faith in marriage.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




What does it look like to have faith in God and how will it make my marriage great?


2nd – Faith in God is a daily discipline.


· 1 Timothy 4:7b – “…train yourself to be godly.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


It’s the little spiritual disciplines…or habits that we do that will reap great rewards…


· I’m going to get real practical here – but I believe with all my heart that its in these disciplines – that we find POWER DAILY.



1st - Read your Bible

Individually - Together

· Psalm 119:105 – “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.”


God’s Word shines light on how we are to live and thrive - especially in marriage.


· What can reading God’s Word do for my marriage?

· This little thing – will make you a better mate. 

· How?
· Strengthens you to…
· Give love – when you don’t feel love.
· Times when you don’t feel like loving your spouse…but God’s Word reminds us and empowers us to do it anyway.

· To forgive – when you want to hold a grudge.
· There will be times when you don’t want to forgive – but God’s Word teaches us and gives us the power to forgive.

· To stay – when you want to leave.
· There will be times when you want to walk away from your marriage – and it’s only when we know God’s plan and will – that we don’t.

· God’s Word constantly shows us who our enemy really is.

· Ephesians 6:12 – “For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”
· Our enemy is not each other – it’s the devil. 

· And the Word reminds us of that every time we read it. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Another daily discipline…

2nd – Pray FOR and WITH your spouse. 

This needs to be a daily discipline!


· 1 John 5:14-15 - 14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


This little thing of prayer – makes a big difference in your marriage.

· EX – Prayer has been the glue that binds Heather and I together – when we are faithful to pray for each other and with each other we have a strong marriage.

· When we don’t – our marriage suffers. 
· I don’t feel close to her.
· We fight more.
· I don’t feel connected.
· I feel like we are drifting apart. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· But when I’m praying for her and with her…
· I feel close to her
· I feel intimacy with her.
· I feel connected on a level that is supernatural.
· God aligns our thinking.
· He gives us power!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Some of you might say, “My spouse won’t pray for me or with me.”

· First – “I’m so sorry you don’t have that spiritual connection.”

· How do I change it?
· Answer: Prayer and Love

· 1 Peter 3:1-2 – “1Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.”

· I believe this works for wives and/or husbands.

· When you humble yourself and serve your spouse.
· Don’t nag.
· But pray for them.
· They can be won to Christ!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Some of you are followers of Jesus but you’ve never or rarely pray together and are wanting to start this in your marriage…but you don’t know how to get started…

Praying Together tips:

· 1st – Set a time.
· 2nd – Keep it short.
· 3rd - Keep it simple.
· 4th - Make it encouraging.

1st – Read the Bible
2nd – Pray for and with your spouse
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Last discipline that will make your marriage great…


[bookmark: _GoBack]3rd –Serve at church. 


· Philippians 2:3-4 – “3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”


· The strongest couples that I know - serve others in the church.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How does serving in the church strengthen you marriage?

· Brings deepens your spiritual intimacy like little else can.
· You are doing something for God.
· You’re helping others.
· And it really sexy.

· You’re serving with other like-minded believers.
· It takes a community to sustain a marriage.
· And are able to find encouragement and support.

· You’re making a difference in other peoples lives. 
· God is using you to make an eternal difference in someone else’s life.

When you’re doing this as a couple – you will grow stronger in your marriage. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


1st – Reading Bible
2nd – Praying for and with your spouse.
3rd – Serving the church together. 


Are little daily disciplines that reap great rewards in marriage. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Close:

Why are these things called disciplines and not pleasures?

· When you desire and commit to…
· Read your Bible daily
· Pray with and for your spouse
· Serve in church

· The enemy (Devil) – doesn’t want you to and will do everything he can to stop it!
· Walking in faith with God together – means danger for the devil!
· It means he’s not winning – you are.

So it’s a daily battle!
And we fight with FAITH – NOT ON OUR OWN! 
This is the only way to WIN!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Having a little faith in a big God.
Knowing that Faith in God is a daily discipline.
· Sets a couple up for a great marriage. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Let’s pray together:

Are you trying to sustain your marriage on Big gestures?
Or are you doing the little things to have a great marriage?

Have you placed your faith in your marriage/spouse?
Or is your Faith in God?
Are you practicing the daily disciplines in your life – so that your marriage can be all that God wants it to be?

Commit:

God I want to have my faith in you?
Change me.
Make any changes in my life that you want to make so I can have you first in my life.
Show me where I’ve placed my faith in a human or a dream – so that I can change. 
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