Pentecost Sunday 2011

I Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to Matthew 6:25-34

2.  Nadine and I had a great time last week celebrating our 30th wedding anniversary.
A.  I loved having that time away with my beautiful bride
B.  We ate some amazing food
C.  Now I need to go on a diet!

3.  Today is Pentecost Sunday
A.  Pentecost literally means 50th day
B.  In Hebrew custom it’s knows as the Feast of Weeks marking 50 days after Passover
C.  In Christian custom it marks 50 days after Easter and commemorates the birth of the church by the coming of the holy Spirit as recorded in Acts 2:1-4
a.   1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
b.  Historically Pentecost marked a new beginning for THE church
c.  I’m not preaching a Pentecost Sunday message today but did what to mention it

4.  Read and Pray Matthew 6:25-34
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[a]?
   28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
A.  What is Jesus communicating to us in this text?
a.  That no matter what our circumstances - we can trust him.

II Our church, The Bridge Long Island is in the midst of difficult circumstances
1.  Attendance has dropped off
A.  Have you noticed the past few weeks?
B.  Maurice called me yesterday morning, we met in my office and he told me that God had released him and he was leaving the church.
a.  I offered to publically thank him of his years of service and send him out with a blessing but he declined
b.  I think he just wanted to do things as low key as possible.
C.  A few minutes later I received a call from John & Mary Beth. They came to the office to let me know that they are leaving the church as well.
a.  They said that they have been wrestling for months, change has been very difficult for them and it was time for them to go.
b.  They said that they liked Nadine and I personally very much and it made the decision to go all the more difficult
c.  I also offered to thank them publically and send them out with a blessing but they thought it would be too difficult emotionally and declined as well.
D.  Donna Morante called me a few weeks ago to say that Tony wanted to starting going to church as a family and that he wanted them all to have a fresh start together in a new place.
E.  Others are missing too and I’m not sure why.
F.  My Philosophy is still…
a.  I don’t own or control people
b.  I want you to go where the life is
c.  I want you to be free to come or to go
d.  I believe God when he told me that the church is an airport
e.  I want God’s very best for each and every person
f.  I understand that change is hard
g.  I know that the way I do things is very different from the way they  were done in the past
2.  An obvious ramification of lower attendance is decreased giving
A.  Giving is down accordingly
B.  June’s rent was late
C.  Payroll is also delayed
3.  Our lease on this building expires at the end of the month
A.  And I’m extremely reluctant to put my name on a lease we may not be able to honor
4.  But we can trust Him!

III Biblical Perspective Decrease
1.  Open to John 15:1-4
A.  1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
B.  You know what means?
a.  You’re getting cut!
i.  One way or another you’re getting cut
ii.  Fruitful or unfruitful, you’re getting cut
C.  Have you ever seen a professionally pruned grape vine?
a.  Man, it get’s hacked back to almost nothing!
D.   Jesus said that the Father is the Gardener, no one can prune as well as he can
a.  Papa prunes perfectly
b.  We can trust him

2.  In Hebrews 10:9
A.  The writer referring to the old and new covenant says
a.  “He takes away the first in order to establish the second.”
B.  In other words: He takes away to establish
a.  God takes away to establish
C.  And we can trust him

3.  Gideon’s Story in Judges 6&7
A.   “The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” Judges 6:11-12
a.  Gideon is hiding from his enemies in a hole and the Angel of the Lord calls him a mighty warrior
B.  In verses 14 God says to Gideon
a.   “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
C.  Gideon replies in verse 15
a.  “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”
D.  God answers Gideon’s question in the following verse
a.  The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.”
E.  God’s ways are not our ways
a.  His choices are not our choices
b.  I’m reminded of Saint Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians:
i.   26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)
c.  Gideon was the right guy for the job because God was with him
F.  Judges 7 continues Gideon’s story
a.  It tells us how God himself pruned down Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300
b.  God works very well with small groupings of people
c.  My friends we can trust him

4.  Little is much in God's hands
A.  Look at what Jesus did with a few loaves and fish in Matthew 14:13-21
 13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
 15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
 16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
 17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
   18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.
B.  We may be little but we can trust him

IV Revelation
1.  New Deal Vision
A.  This is done by the hand of God
B.  While preparing this message yesterday I saw this on Twitter from OMGfacts
a.  “With a properly shuffled deck of cards, the order of the cards has most likely never existed before ever in history.”
b.  Interesting timing

2.  Dandelion Vision
A.  Scattering seed on the breathe of His Spirit

V Now What?
1.  We make choices
A.  We choose to trust
a.  Proverbs 3:5-6 "trust in the Lord with all your heart..."
B.  We choose not to fear
C.  We choose to love
D.  We choose stay in this building or we choose to leave
E.  We choose to move forward
F.  We choose to follow God wherever He leads

2.  Any Questions?

3.  Let’s pray
