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God uses the most unlikely people to accomplish His purposes.

I. Be prepared to overcome our prejudices. (v. 9-21)

“‘Every animal that does not have a divided hoof or that does not chew the cud is unclean for
you; whoever touches the carcass of any of them will be unclean... Of the animals that move
along the ground, these are unclean for you: the weasel, the rat, any kind of great lizard, ..
(Leviticus 11:26, 29)

““You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and between
unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves
along the ground—those that | have set apart as unclean for you. You are to be holy to me
because I, the LORD, am holy, and | have set you apart from the nations to be my own.
(Leviticus 20:25-26)

After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable.
“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside
can defile them? For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the
body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.) (Mark 7:17-19)

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person’s
faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The
one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who
does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. Who are
you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. (Romans 14:1-4)

Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. (Colossians 2:16)

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving
spirits and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose
consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to
abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who
believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be



rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and
prayer. (1 Timothy 4:1-5)

1. Pursue the opportunities God provides. (v. 22-33)

The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city
gates because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them... “Friends, why are you
doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to
turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the
sea and everything in them...” Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd
from sacrificing to them. (Acts 14:8-18)

The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went
with me, and we entered the man’s house. (Acts 11:12)

Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God;
may your good Spirit
lead me on level ground. (Psalms 143:10)

Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By
now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace,
because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. (John18:28)

I11.  Present the Gospel clearly and concisely. (v. 34-43)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

| have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too will listen to
my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. (John 10:16)

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. (1 John 3:8b)

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance
for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. | am going to send you what my Father has promised; but
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)



The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a
cross. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to
repentance and forgive their sins. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey him.” (Acts 5:30-32)

...and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 Corinthians 15:5-8)

IV. God will produce the results. (v. 44:48)

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?
(Romans 10:14)

He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.” (Acts
11:14)

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who
were appointed for eternal life believed. (Acts 13:48)

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong
to Christ. (Romans 8:9)

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at
the last day. (John 6:44)

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you—they are
full of the Spirit and life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known
from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went on to
say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”

(John 6:63-65)

There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words |
have spoken will condemn them at the last day. (John 12:48)



