Easter 2017: The Power of the Resurrection

Intro
· Happy Easter
· Open Bibles to Philippians 3:7-11
· We will get back to our journey through Galatians next week

· Today: 
· I’d like to share with you a brief Easter message
· The Power of the Resurrection
· Read & Pray: Philippians 3:7-11
· The Apostle Paul writing to the Philippians…
· Says in chapter three…

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

· Easter is the highest holy day of the Christian calendar
· Christ’s resurrection from the dead is what sets Christianity apart from all other faiths
· Today, let’s briefly examine one of my favorite scripture verses
· I promise to be brief so we can all get on to our family activities

Verse 7
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
· Prior to his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus…
· Paul had invested a lot into his private and public spiritual life
· He was a profession clergyman of the highest order
· He describes himself in the previous two verses:
· Philippians 3:5-6
· If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
· Paul was a highly educated and well respected Jewish leader
· With more passion and zeal than most!
· But now that he has had an encounter with Jesus…
· He considers all of that as loss
· He continues in verses 8

Verse 8
What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ
· Not only is his former professional life a loss
· He considers EVERYTHING a loss
· Compared to knowing Jesus
· Compared to the…
· Surpassing worth (NIV)
· Infinite value (NLT)
· Excellency of the knowledge (ASV)
· The priceless privilege and supreme advantage (AMP)
· Of knowing Christ
· For whose sake he has lost everything – “all things”
· And considered it all garbage
· KJV translates “garbage” as dung
· Strong’s defines it as:
· The excrement of animals
· Something worthless and detestable
· Paul viewed his former way of life as being without worth or value
· Compared to knowing Jesus
· Make no mistake my friends
· There is a cost to follow Christ
· It is our old life
· Our old way of life
· The cost of the new wine is the old wineskin
· A price Paul gladly paid
· Knowing that he got the deal of a lifetime!

Verse 9
…that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ - the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
· We have been addressing this topic as we work our way through Galatians
· This priceless new life in Christ is not based on the Law
· Or Hebrew religious traditions
· But on faith
· It is based solely on Trust in Christ
· Paul continues…

Verse 10-11
I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

· I want to know Christ
· Know = Ginosko
· Jewish idiom for sexual intimacy
· A very intimate and personal knowing
· To know by experience
· Not an academic, historical or theological knowledge
· It’s an experiential knowledge
· Not know about…
· But to actually know the individual


· This is the purpose of Easter
· The purpose of the incarnation, the crucifixion and the resurrection is this…
· For us to know God
· It’s ALL about relationship
· The restoration of relationship between us and the Trinity
· An experiential, interactive friendship with the God of the Universe


· It's all about relationship
· Incarnation
· He came to us because we couldn't get to him
· And he never expected us to
· Life of Christ
· He modeled the way for us when we didn't know the way
· Crucifixion
· He paid the price for relationship that we would never ever be able to pay
· Resurrection
· He overcame for us what we were powerless to overcome

· On November 2, 2006 Mr. David Geffen paid the highest price ever for a painting. The work by abstract expressionist Jackson Pollock titled "No. 5, 1948".was done on a 4 X 8 sheet of fiberboard. It consisted of thick amounts of brown and yellow paint drizzled on top of it, forming a nest-like appearance. It sold for $140 million dollars
· We know the value of something by the price someone is willing to pay for it
· The Trinity thought you were priceless
· Jesus thought you were worth it all
· He loves YOU that much!




Resurrection Power
· yes, to know the power of his resurrection
· Knowing Jesus means knowing this power
· Of verse 10 noted New Testament Greek scholar Kenneth Samuel Wuest writes:
· "He (Paul) wants to know in an experiential way the power of Christ's resurrection. That is, he wants to experience the same power that raised Christ from the dead surging through his own being, overcoming sin in his life and producing the Christian graces."
· Yes! To experience that very same resurrection power surging through us!

· What is this resurrection power?
· It is unquestionably the power of the Holy Spirit
· It is the power of Pentecost
· It is the very life of God alive inside of us – each of us
· It is the life changing, transformative, explosive, dynamis, power of God
· His supernatural and miraculous power
· It is the very same power Paul prays for in Ephesians 1:18-21
· I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
· Mighty Strength
· The Message: “endless energy, boundless strength!
· Mighty: 
· Vines: “the strength of God bestowed upon believers… strength afforded by power.”
· This is the very same Spirit Paul speaks of in Romans 8:11
· And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
· It is one in the same Spirit
· The Spirit that rose Jesus from the day
· That we celebrate today
· That very same Holy Spirit lives and dwells within us today.

· Verse 10 goes on, into verse 11…
I want to know Christ - yes, to know the power of his resurrection…
And participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
· And participation in his sufferings
· Becoming like him in his death
· Attaining to the resurrection
· Suffering and death
· If you have been a Christian for 5 minutes you know that it comes with trials and tribulations
· Jesus said to this disciples in John 16:33
· “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
· The very same Jesus who overcame hell, death and the grave on Easter
· Has overcome the world
· Our world!
· Your world!
· For too long, too many of us have been acquainted with the sufferings, death and tribulations side of Christianity
· It’s time we also know the resurrection power of Christianity
· Let it be so Lord!
· Why not here?
· Why not us?
· Why not now?
· More love, more power!
Two invitations this Easter Sunday morning
· Give invitation to take the next step in relationship with God
· You have been on a spiritual journey
· That journey has brought you here today
· I invite you to take the next step
· Enter into deeper relationship with God
· Restore a broken relationship with Him
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I’m not promising unicorns, rainbows and a painless life but I am offering real life and real love

· First Invitation:
· If you have never given your life to Christ, could there be a better day than Easter Sunday?
· Close your eyes and in your heart pray with me
· Second Invitation:
· If you want to know the Power of the Resurrection
· The baptism of the Holy Spirit
· Please stand and let me pray for you this Easter Sunday
· Let’s pray.

