Galatians 6:1-10

Intro
· Open Bibles or Bible apps to Galatians 6
· Today we begin our look at the final chapter in Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· The overall theme of this letter has been…
· The grace and freedom we have in Christ
· Of particular focus is assertion made by Paul’s detractors that…
·  in order to be a good Christian… 
· The Galatians first needed to become good Jews.
· Specifically, that they needed to be circumcised
· Paul’s letter counters that argument brilliantly
· To me, chapter six feels like a collection of important final thoughts at the end of a long letter
· Let me try to thread them together for you
· Today we’ll take a look at verses 1-10 of chapter 6
· Let’s begin with verse 1

Verse 1
[bookmark: _Hlk485885169][bookmark: _Hlk485885986]Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 
· The message of the gospel is redemptive
· Not punitive

· The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is all about Restoration
· Kris Vallotton of Bethel Church in Redding California says:
· "If you don't have a redemptive answer, you don't have the answer."
· I agree!
· In the kingdom of God, if we do not have a restorative answer…
· We don’t have the answer

· Jesus modeled the truth of Galatians 6:1 for us
· “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently.”

· And he did it in John 8
· The Pharisees brought before Jesus a woman caught in the act of adultery and said in verses 4b-5…
· “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”
· They were trying to trap Jesus
· And as usual, Jesus saw right through it
· John 8:6b-8
· But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
· Don’t you just love Jesus!
· I. Love. This!
· The rest of the account goes like this: verses 9-11
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
· You see?
· Redemption not punishment
· Restorative not punitive
· This woman was caught in sin and Jesus who lives in perfect harmony with the Spirit restores her
· And he restores her with utmost gentleness
· Paul exhorts us to go and do likewise

· The Greek word used here for restore is Kataritzo
· It’s a verb meaning:
· To put in order or
· To restore to its former condition
· It was a medical term for setting a fractured or dislocated bone.  
· The same Greek word is used in Mark 1:19 for the apostles 'mending' or “preparing” their nets."
· How does one set a broken bone or repair a net?
· Carefully – we do it with care.

· Paul adds this warning in verse 1
· But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.
· I like the way The Message communicates it
· If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore him, saving your critical comments for yourself. You might be needing forgiveness before the day’s out.
· Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers echoes the Message
· In other words, “Do unto others as ye would they should do unto you.” You, too, are liable to fall, and then you would be glad of the same gentle restoration.
· This understanding makes sense
· Especially in light of the context
· It fits well with the next verse

Verse 2
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
· What is the law of Christ?
· To love one another!

· John 13:34-35
· Alone with his closest and dearest friends on the night he was betrayed Jesus gave these profound instructions…
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Galatians 6:1-2 are the very practical applications of that love
· Do unto others as you would have then do unto you
· Love one another gently and well
· Especially when one of you has messed up badly
· And gotten caught

· In Luke 4 Jesus gave us his mission statement
· He told us that he came to bind up broken hearts, open blind eyes and set captives free
· That is the work of redemption
· That is the work of restoration
· Not punishment
· This is exactly what Jesus communicated to Nicodemus is John 3:17
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

Verses 3
[bookmark: _Hlk485980143]If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 
· Again, I think The Message communicates the heart of the verse well
· If you think you are too good for that, you are badly deceived.
· [bookmark: _Hlk485888597]If you think it’s beneath you to love a brother or sister caught in sin…
· If you think it’s beneath you to restore them gently
· You are badly deceived
· To that end each one should test themselves
· Which takes us to verses 4

Verse 4
[bookmark: _Hlk485980262]Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else,
· It puts an end to the…
· “I might be bad but at least I’m not as bad as them” game
· Paul seems to be drawing on the same inspiration he had for Philippians 2:1-4
· Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
· Pride is ugly
· And it’s especially ugly in the church
· And on followers of Jesus

· I’ve learned a few things as I’ve gotten older
· Humility is my friend and pride in my enemy
· Humility will keeps me out of trouble
· And it will get me out of trouble
· Pride makes even the smallest problems worse
· Much worse
· Nearly everyone responds well to humility
· And nearly all people bristle at pride
· And if you think about it, just about all sin boils down to pride
· One way or another

Verse 5
[bookmark: _Hlk485890529]for each one should carry their own load. 
· There is no contradiction between…
· Galatians 6:2
· Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
· And Galatians 6:5
· for each one should carry their own load.
· The “burdens” of verse two refers to the brokenness or weakness of one caught in sin
· It refers to empathy and compassion
· The “load” in verse 5 speaks to employment or your life’s work
· Verse six makes the application clear

Verse 6
Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor.
· Here Paul is saying that it is appropriate for them to support him
· Paul being their instructor
· Paul makes the point with crystal clarity in…
·  1 Corinthians 9 and 1 Timothy 5
· To say more would be self serving
· Moving on to verse 7-8

Verses 7-8
[bookmark: _Hlk485892211][bookmark: _Hlk485892316]Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 
· I’ve told you before that the gospel of grace trumps karma
· Is Paul saying otherwise here?
· Is he saying:
·  Do good to get good
· And do bad to get bad?
· Are we back again to performance based Christianity?
· Are we back to salvation by works?
· No, absolutely not

· This is why context is so vitally important when studying or teaching the word.
· In the context of this letter what is the flesh and what is the spirit?
· The flesh refers to the Law
· To living by the law
· To relating to God by keeping the law
· Or good works
· The Spirit in this context speaks to the new covenant
· To relating with God through Jesus
· By faith and through grace
· Not by works of the Law
· When Paul uses the phrase:
· Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction
· He speaking about living according to religious law
· Specifically, circumcision 
· And when he says:
· whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life
· He is speaking about eternal salvation by grace alone

· Christians, even learned Christians, infamously use scripture our of context
· And in so doing rob the gospel of it’s power
· Guys, listen to me
· Context matters!
· If we want the truth, we must read scripture within it’s context and
· Seek out the author’s original intent
· Let’s finish up with verse 9-10

Verses 9-10
[bookmark: _Hlk485893300][bookmark: _Hlk485893390]Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
· Do you ever get tired?
· Do you ever feel burnt out?
· Me too
· I’ve been a Christian for more than 40 years and a pastor for over 30
· Sometimes I just need a break
· I “become weary in doing good”

· I’ve heard Graham Cooke say that rest is a weapon
· I wholeheartedly agree
· It is wise to rest 
· And it will help prevent us from giving up
· Heck, even a boxer gets a breather between rounds

· For those among us who have been serving sacrificially for years and decades…
· I thank you and I encourage you with Paul’s words here in Galatians 6…
· “at the proper time we will reap a harvest”
· Your harvest time is coming
· All of your hard work has not been forgotten
· God knows
· God remembers
· Good seed in good soil will bring forth a good harvest
· Until that day…
· “…as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Let’s Pray
· Lord, so fill us with your love and your grace that it oozes out of us
· Especially to those who are tangled in the traps of pride and sin
· Lord make us a truly humble and truly loving group of people
· May our lives be good seed in good soil
· And grant us the grace to see the harvest of our lives
Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge
· If you need prayer for anything
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Please come forward for prayer
