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Evangelical Christians believe that eternal salvation is possible only through grace, not works. 

I. Because humankind is fallen, we normally exist without spiritual life and in league with satan.       

(v. 1-2)  

Whoever strays from the path of prudence comes to rest in the company of the dead. (Proverbs 21:16) 

 
They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 

them due to the hardening of their hearts. (Ephesians 4:18) 

 

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. (Romans 8:6) 

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He 

forgave us all our sins…(Colossians 2:13a) 

 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the 

minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4) 

 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not 

come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I 

say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 

language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:42-44) 

 

II. Because of our fallen nature and resulting sinful acts all human beings are naturally objects of 

God’s anger and impending judgment. (v. 3)  

The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. (Romans 

8:7) 

 
 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both 

their minds and consciences are corrupted. (Titus 1:15) 

 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We 

lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. (Titus 3:3) 

 

For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 

(Matthew 15:19) 

 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 

remains on them. (John 3:36) 



 

 

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to 

a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of 

wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 

slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 

parents; 
 
they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous 

decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 

approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:28-32) 

 

But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the 

day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person according to 

what they have done.” (Romans 2:5-6) 

 
 
But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, 

the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 

(Revelation 21:8) 

 

III. God has chosen His love, mercy and grace as the primary facet of His character to display. (v. 4-5) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what 

we are! (1 John 3:1a) 

 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 

in them. (1 John 4:16) 

 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. (Lamentations 3:22) 

 

Rend your heart 

    and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

    and he relents from sending calamity. (Joel 2:13) 

 

Who is a God like you, 

    who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 

    of the remnant of his inheritance? 

You do not stay angry forever 

    but delight to show mercy. (Micah 7:18) 

 

For my own name’s sake I delay my wrath; 

    for the sake of my praise I hold it back from you, 

    so as not to destroy you completely. (Isaiah 48:9) 

 



 

In the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is very patient with those 

on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction. He does this to make the riches of his glory shine 

even brighter on those to whom he shows mercy, who were prepared in advance for glory. (Romans 9:22-23 

NLT) 

 
 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 

 

IV. God exalts totally undeserving people in order to display His glory. (v. 6-7)  

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the 

power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 

be like his glorious body. (Philippians 3:20-21) 

 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:17-18) 

 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
 
For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your
 
life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

(Colossians 3:1-4) 

 

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown 

of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. (James 1:12) 

 

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. (1 Peter 

5:4) 

 

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever 

and ever, 
 
the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for 

ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

    and by your will they were created 

    and have their being.”  (Revelation 4:9-11) 

 

V. Salvation is not based on merit, but solely upon God’s grace. (v. 8-9)  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 

 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 
5 

he saved us, not because of righteous things we 

had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 

(Titus 3:4-5) 

 

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s 

offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the 

father of us all. (Romans 4:16) 

 



 

…know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 

our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
 
Christ and not by the works of the law, because by 

the works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

 

And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. (Romans 11:6) 

 
 
I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for 

nothing!” (Galatians 2:21) 

 

VI. Good works follow as the result of salvation but are never the reason for it. (v. 10)  

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 

its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10) 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 

heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. (1 Timothy 6:18) 

 

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. (James 2:17-18) 

 

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1 Peter 2:12) 

 

 

 


