The Gospel of John 8:33-47

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 8
· Read and Pray John 8:31-47

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.”

39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered.

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did.40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.”

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
· Conflict
· As you can see we’re still in the middle of this contentious conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees
· The increasingly contentious conversation

Verses 33-36
· 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

· Verse 33
· We … have never been slaves to anyone: 
· We’re free and always have been? 
· Really?
· What about Israel's bondage under Egypt, under Persia, under Syria, and now under Rome? 
· The problem with self deception is that you don’t know you’re deceived!

· Verse 34 Jesus Responds
· “…everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”
· Sin in this passage is in a verb tense indicating a habitual, continual action. 
· The person in habitual sin is a slave of sin.
· We all know this to be true
· The alcoholic is a slave to the alcohol
· The drug addict is a slave to the dugs
· Until the bondage is broken
· So it is with any habitual sin

· Verse 35
· “… a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.” 
· Slavery to sin can be the worst kind of slavery
· Because there is no escape from ourselves. 
· Here Jesus uses an illustration from slavery to show the people how he could help them in their need. 
· It was common knowledge in that culture that slaves could not free themselves. 
· The only person who could free them was the owner of the house in which the slave worked, or the owner’s son, acting on his father’s authority. 
· Whether they knew it or not, Jews were slaves.
· They’re in bondage to sin
· And unable to free themselves. 
· The only one who could free them was God, acting through his Son Jesus. 
· Again the Jews did not understand the spiritual truth Jesus was illustrating. 
· Thinking only of ordinary earthly life, they argued that they had never been slaves of any nation
· Verse 36
· So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
· Here Jesus clarifies the point
· He is the Son, sent by the Father
· Speaking the Father’s words with the Father’s authority
· As the Son he can offer true freedom 
· In contrasts to the "freedom" the Pharisees claimed in John 8:33
· “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

Verses 37-40
· In the following verses the Pharisees prove themselves to be quite unlike their father Abraham.
· 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did.40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 
· In verse 37 Jesus is willing to admit that they are Abraham's descendants 
· But not that Abraham is their father 
· At least not in a spiritual sense. 
· After all, when messengers from heaven came to Abraham, he received them (Genesis 18). 
· But these men reject the one sent from heaven.
· Genesis 18:1-5
· The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree.5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way - now that you have come to your servant.”
· The Lord appears as three men – The Trinity
· Father, Son and Spirit
· And Abraham welcomes them
· He receives them
· And he honors them
· What, specifically, proves that the Pharisees are unlike Abraham? 
· Because they operate in the opposite spirit of Abraham
· They don’t welcome, receive or honor Jesus
· Instead they hate him to the point of death!
· And they do not welcome his message
· Jesus says…
· “…you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word.”
· Like Abraham the Pharisees have a visitation from heaven 
· Unlike Abraham, they reject the visitation
· In John 4:44 Jesus said:
· Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.
· It’s not a good thing to reject a true prophet truly sent by God.
· Verse 38
· 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.”
· Jesus reminds them that what He does is consistent with His Father
· And what they do is consistent with their 
· But who is their father? 
· Jesus will shortly explain.
· In verses 39-40 the Pharisees claim Abraham as their father
· Jesus disagrees and reiterates why:
· 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did.40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 
· Concerning these verses David Guzik’s commentary says:
· “Jesus' point is important. Our spiritual parentage is what determines our nature and our destiny. If we are born again, and have God as our Father, it will show in our nature and destiny. But if our father is Satan or Adam, it will also show in our nature and destiny - just as it shows in these adversaries of Jesus.”

Verses 41-47 Jesus reveals the identity of their true father.
· Jesus responds as bluntly here as we’ve seen anywhere in this gospel
· 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”
· Do you catch the dig here?
· Again, they try to insult the parentage of Jesus. 
· The implication is, “We are not illegitimate children, 
· but we don't know about You, Jesus."
· 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
· Ouch!
· You’re lack of love reveals your true nature
· You can’t hear me because you’ve been listening to the devil
· And more than that you want to carry out the devil’s desires
· You’re at the point that you can no longer hear the truth I speak to you.
· You’re spiritually deaf because you don’t belong to God
· Wow!
· Isn’t it interesting that Jesus is saying this to the Pharisees?
· Not the prostitutes
· Not the loan shark – tax collectors
· Not the drunks at the wedding
· Not the rough and gruff fishermen he hands out with
· Only the holier-than-thou uber religious professionals
· Jesus tells them:
· You belong to your father, the devil
· Because you do the things he does
· You lie and you murder.
· In these verses Jesus offers us some insight into the devil
· He’s a murderer
· And has been from the beginning
· In John 10:10 we’ll see that Jesus says:
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· Lying is inherit to his character
· There is no truth in him
· And he is the most dangerous deceiver of all…
· The deceiver that is himself deceived.

One last point, verse 46
· Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? 
· Again, Jesus gives His enemies - who hate Him so badly they want to kill Him - an opportunity to declare some sin in Him - and they cannot! 
· This is another remarkable testimony to the sinlessness of Jesus Christ.
So, what is our Monday morning take away?
· Well, simply, let’s choose not to be Pharisees
· How do we do that?
· These practical tips will help:
· Be humble
· The Pharisees were arrogant, proud and self-righteous
· Even when face to face with God
· Remain teachable
· The Pharisees were know-it-alls
· Highly resistant to outsiders
· Be open to the new
· The Pharisees were insecure and extremely protective of their turf
· They were completely closed off
· Even to the Messiah they longed for
· Embrace change
· We serve a God who is alive and active
· We serve an unchanging God who does new things
· Isaiah 43:19
· See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
· 2 Corinthians 5:17
· “… if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”
· Revelation 21:1-5
· Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”
· Our God is unchanging but he does new things all the time
· The life of Christ is one huge expression of God doing a new thing!
· Why wouldn’t he do new things in our lives?
· The Pharisees wanted the old ways and resisted the new
· Let us be a people who embraces the new things God is doing in our midst
· Let’s pray
