Galatians 5:13-26

Intro 
· Open bibles or bibles apps to Galatians 5
· We are working our way through Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· Today we will finish up chapter 5 By examining verses 13-26
· Let’s take it a bite at a time
· Beginning with verses 13-15

Verses 13-15
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
· We are indeed called to be free
· You, me, every follower of Jesus…
· We are ALL called to be free
· We looked at those profoundly powerful words of Galatians 5:1 last week
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· And make no mistake…
· The slavery we are not to be burdened again by…
· And from which we have been set free is…
· Religion!
· We have been set free from the bondage of religious slavery
· And we are to Stand firmly in that freedom
· So, as Saint Paul said to the Galatians, I say to you this morning:
· You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.

· And, astonishingly, with that freedom is the freedom to indulge the flesh
· If it were not so, it would not be true freedom
· If it were not so, Paul wouldn’t have cautioned us against it
· In grace, every single one of us has the freedom to commit acks of sin
· Most all of us have exercised that freedom already today
· Some in the car on the way to church
· We are indeed free to “indulge the flesh”
· And Paul cautions us against doing so
· And exhorts us instead to use our freedom to another end:
· To “serve one another humbly in love”
· Reminding those who are such huge proponents of the law that the entirety of the law is fulfilled in this… Love
· “Love your neighbor as yourself”

· This question concerning grace and the freedom to sin has been around along time
· Paul address the question extensively in Romans chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8
· Listen to me, Paul is in NO WAY advocating for sin
· Romans 5:20 “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…”
· Absolutely true
· But he goes on…
· Romans 6:1 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means!”
· Romans 6:15 “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means!
· Yet
· Romans 8:1-2 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”
· We are free from the law
· And inherit in that freedom, in that grace, is the capacity to sin
· Our own lives are proof of this reality
· Though Paul is not advocating that we exploit grace or use that freedom to sin
· Instead he is cautioning against it

· The late Episcopal priest, prolific author, chef and life-long New Yorker Fr. Robert Farrar Capon once commented in an interview with Floyd Brown on his show “30 Good Minutes”:
· Brown struggling with the concept of grace and freedom asked Capon: “I have got to have a script. You have got to give me a worksheet. What am I to do from day to day?”
· Fr. Capon offers a brilliant response:
· “Well, one of the problems with any authentic pronouncement of the gospel is that it introduces us to freedom. The point is that as long as the world runs this show what it tries to say is that if you do something wrong God will get you. What it said in Jesus is, by the blanket absolution of everybody in the death of Christ, that God is not going to get anybody. For example, who is in heaven? People think it is good guys. There is nobody in heaven but forgiven sinners because there was nobody available to go to heaven except forgiven sinners and there is nobody in hell except forgiven sinners. The difference is that in heaven they accept the forgiveness, in hell they reject it. That’s it. You can’t get into hell by being bad. You get into heaven by being bad and accepting forgiveness. Now, that does in a way mean you have permission to be bad. If you want to stick your hand in a meat grinder, you are free to do that. It’s stupid, but God isn’t going to run the universe that way. God is not going to punish. He cares more about relationships than behavior.”
· In grace, we are free to stick our hands in the meat grinder
· Both Paul and Capon caution against that option
· And I might add, so do I 

· In The Shack Papa says to Mack:
· "I don't need to punish people for sin. Sin is its own punishment, devouring you from the inside. It's not my purpose to punish it; it's my joy to cure it."
· God has no need to punish us for sin
· The job of punisher is already fulfilled
· The sin itself punishes us
· And Jesus came to cure us from the disease of sin
· It. Is. His. Joy. To do so.
· In verse 15 Paul seems to make indicate the ramifications of indulging the flesh:
·  If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
· The meat grinder in indeed destructive

Verses 16-18
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
· So - I love the word so
· It’s a transitional word
· “So” in light of all I just said, listen to what I have to say now…
· So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
· Listen carefully to that sentence
· Because most all of us DO NOT hear what it says
· Most of us hear exactly the opposite of what it says
· This is what we hear:
· “Don’t sin and you’ll walk by the Spirit”
· “By not gratifying the desires of the flesh you will walk by the Spirit”
· THAT is NOT what it says!
· It says the complete opposite
· This IS what it says:
· “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”
· Where is the emphasis?
· What it the proactive posture?
· What it the action we are called to take?
· What activity are we challenged to undertake?
· Walk by the Spirit!
· And in so doing we will not gratify the desires of the flesh
· “What we focus on we make room for.” ~ JPJ
· If we focus on not sinning, we sin!
· If we focus on walking by the Spirit 
· We indeed walk by the Spirit
· There’s no space for fleshly desires
· Or as Qui-Gon Jinn says to a young Anakin Skywalker in the The Phantom Menace:
· “Always remember, your focus will determine your reality.”
· Focus is critical
· Especially in the hard time
· That’s why I preached on the topic of Focus a few weeks ago

· I’ve heard it said that there are two wolves at war with each other on our chests, the one we feed, it the one who will win.
· This is exactly Paul’s point in verse 17
· For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.
· Feed the Holy Spirit side of things
· Focus on the Spirit
· Walk in the Spirit
· And the flesh will not win
· Paul takes the next 5 verses to describe both sides
· First Flesh
· Then Spirit



Verses 19-23
[bookmark: _Hlk485455692]The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
· We really can’t argue with either list
· Most sane people would agree that the flesh stuff is bad
· And the Spirit stuff is good
· Let me offer a few observations
· If you see a lot of evidence of the flesh stuff in your life…
· sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry, witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, envy; drunkenness, and orgies…
· Your focus needs to change
· You need to walk by the Spirit
· In verse 21 Paul warns…
· that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God
· It this a nod to salvation by works?
· Or a performance based Christianity?
· It can not be
· It would be entirely incongruent with the rest of his letter
· What is the Kingdom of God?
· It is God’s dynamic rule and reign 
· I believe that Paul’s point here is…
· If we live according to the flesh we will miss out on the daily benefits of God walking with God
· His manifest presence, power and authority on our spiritual journeys
· It simply can not apply to salvation
· Otherwise Ephesians 2:8-9 are meaningless
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.
· On the other hand, If you see a lot of evidence of the “Fruit of the Spirit”
· There’s a good chance that you’re on the right path
· Your focus is good
· You’re headed in the right direction

· Also, and this is very important
· Who’s fruit is it?
· This fruit of the Spirit
· Who’s fruit is it?
· Is it your fruit?
· The product of your strong determined efforts and high performance?
· Nope, it’s the Spirit’s fruit
· It is the result of walking side by side with God
· It is the natural result of a branch abiding in the Vine
· Jesus said in John 15:5
· “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
· Where does the fruit come from?
· It comes from Jesus
· And we see it’s evidence in our lives by relationship
· Intimate, loving friendship with God
· The one thing he has always desired with us
· All the way back to the garden
· That we walk with him in the cool of the day

· Paul ends chapter 5 with these words:

Verses 24-26
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
· As followers of Jesus the flesh is powerless
· It has already been crucified
· The only power it has, is the power we give it
· Sometimes we keep that sucker on life support
· Pumping artificial life into something that’s already dead

· But going forward
· Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
· The flesh is death
· Life, true life, is in the Spirit
· Live by the Holy Spirit
· Walk by the Spirit
· Keep in step with the Spirit
· Keep in Step
· Keep the Holy Spirit’s tempo and rhythm for your life
· Go when he says go
· Stop when he says stop
· Listen for His voice
· In John 10:27 Jesus said:
· My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
· Listen for his voice and follow where he leads
· Speak when he says speak
· Remain silent when he doesn’t
· Move in the gifts only when he inspires you to do so

· Jesus is the perfect example of living by the Spirit and keeping in step with the Spirit
· In one of his many conflicts with the religious leaders of his day, John 5:19-20a says:
· Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does
· I want to be so much more like Jesus

· [bookmark: _GoBack]And, one final note from verse 26… 
· Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
· The Father likes it when his kids play nice together.

Let’s Pray
· Lord help us grasp the full reality of grace
· And the freedom that is ours in it
· The freedom you have called us to
· And in that freedom grant us wisdom to keep our hands out of the meat grinders
· Change our focus Lord on to you
· That we would be a people who truly:
· Walk by the Spirit
· Live by the Spirit 
· And keep in step with the Spirit
· As we intimately relate with you day by day

Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge?
· Angi and Colin please come up
· If you need prayer for anything
· Please come up during the final song
· We will be happy to pray for you
