Galatians 2:15-21 

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 2

· We are working our way through Galatians
· This letter is a response to false accusations made against Paul
· Namely that the Gospel of grace was man made
· That it was not from God
· That Paul contrived it to appease people
· Because he was a people pleaser
· The false claim had been made that salvation required…
· Not only belief in Jesus
· But adherence to the law of Moses
· The Jewish religious laws and traditional customs

· Last week we saw just how influential these Jewish Believers has become
· So much so that they have significantly impacted the behaviour of such notables as:
· Peter
· Barnabas
· Most likely James
· And the rest of the Jewish Believers in Antioch 
· All of these refused to: 
· Eat with
· Take communion with
· Or even associate the Gentile Believers
· Paul could not and would not let this pass unchallenged
· So, he confronted Peter
· In Galatians 2:11 Paul says: 
· “When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.”
· And verse 14 says that he did it “in front of them all”
· Paul challenged Peter on his hypocrisy in front of:
· Barnabas
· Some “certain man who came from James”
· All the Jewish believers assembled here in Antioch 
· And before the outcast Gentile believers

· Paul is fired up in this letter
· He is aware just how important it is that the gospel of grace NOT be compromised
· Especially now, at the church’s early stages of development

· Paul uses the rest of the chapter to communicate truths concerning the gospel of grace
· No doubt to Peter, Barnabas and the rest of the Jews assembled
· As well as the Gentile believers in attendance
· Let’s pick up at verses 15-16

Galatians 2:15-16
“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.
· In case they had forgotten
· Paul articulates the gospel in two verses
· We are not justified by the works of the law
· We are justified by faith in Jesus Christ
· Because:
· by the works of the law NO ONE will be justified.
· The works of the law will NOT get you there from here!
· Including – the refusal to eat or associate with uncircumcised Gentiles 

· Religious people love to argue about the finer philosophical and theological points
· Paul knows this all too well because as he describes himself in in Philippians 3:5 he is…
· A Hebrew of Hebrews
· And in Acts 23:6
· A Pharisee of Pharisees
· He understands their mindset
· He knows how they think

· In the next couple of verses… 
· Because he knows how they thinks
· Paul addresses unasked arguments
· Thought, but unasked
· Like… if it is all grace, then I’m free to sin as much as I want, right?
· Wrong.


Galatians 2:17-18
“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.

· Here, Paul deals with an objection that “the certain men from James” would certainly raise.  
· As the men from Jerusalem saw it, 
· the idea that we are made right before God by faith in Jesus alone wasn't "real" enough.  
· After all, Christians still struggled with sin. 
· How could they have the "accepted by God" issue settled if they still battled sin?  
· In their “old wineskin” thinking, this made Christ a minister of sin.
· Why would they think this?
· Because, from their mindset, Jesus' work of making them right with God apparently didn't make them right enough!
· Because they still sinned
· Completely performance based
· Not at all relationally based
· From their perspective
· All the while, forgetting the fact that THEY themselves, under the law, still sinned

· Here, listen to verses 17-18 from the Message, it might be easier to understand:
· Have some of you noticed that we are not yet perfect? (No great surprise, right?) And are you ready to make the accusation that since people like me, who go through Christ in order to get things right with God, aren’t perfectly virtuous, Christ must therefore be an accessory to sin? The accusation is frivolous. If I was “trying to be good,” I would be rebuilding the same old barn that I tore down. I would be acting as a charlatan.
· Paul shoots down that false claim rather effectively
· Trying to be good
· Or in other words “works of the law”
· That’s the old barn
· It’s been torn down
· And Paul is not going to rebuild it

· This is the great tragedy of legalism.  
· In trying to be more right with God, 
· They end up being less right with God.  
· This was exactly what happened with the Pharisees that opposed Jesus 
· And it’s exactly what’s happening with the Jewish believers here in Antioch
· Their reliance on behavior takes them relationally further, not closer to God
Galatians 2:19
“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 
· The purpose of the Law was to reveal sin
· Not remove it
· It is the blood of Jesus alone that removes sin
· Paul had died to the mosaic law and its ways

· The problem with these “certain men with James”
· The Jewish Believers…
· Is that that they were still very much alive to the law
· They were still living in the barn
· For them, they were still alive under the law
· And they believed keeping the law would make them acceptable to God.  
· And, not only were THEY living under the law
· They obviously wanted and expected the Gentiles to do the same.

· Paul continues his argument with what has become a very well known and often quoted bible verse

Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
· Again, Paul anticipates a question from those who disagree with him. 
· "Paul, when did you die to the law?  
· You like pretty alive to me!"  
· Paul is happy to answer…

· "I have been crucified with Christ.  
· You want to know when I died to the law?  
· I died to the law when Jesus died on the cross.  
· He died in my place on the cross
· It’s as if it was me up on that cross.  

· [bookmark: _Hlk479234329]It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me: 
· Since we died with Christ on the cross
· We have a different life.  
· Our old life, lived under the law, is dead.  
· I no longer live in that barn
· I have torn it down
· And I am not going to rebuild it!
· Now I live in Christ
· And Christ lives in me!



· A "great exchange" had taken place on the cross  
· Paul gave to Jesus his old:
· “try-to-be-right-before-God-by-the-law life”
· And that old life was crucified on the cross. 

· Then Jesus gave Paul His life
· And as a result, Paul can say with confidence that:
· It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me 
· Paul's life isn't his own anymore
· It belongs to Jesus Christ!  
· And Paul continues…

· And the life which I now live in the body I live by faith: 
· Paul is living in a brand new spiritual reality
· The fullness of life and freedom in Christ
· The life he lives in his earthy physical body
· He lives that life by faith
· He lives by pistis
· He lives by trust
· He lives in a relationship of love and trust with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
· And this faith/trust is in…


· In the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me: 
· The faith Paul lives by is not faith in himself
· In his good works or perfect behavior
· It’s not faith in the law…
· Or faith in what he can earn or deserve before God.  
· It is faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ
· It is the trust he has in Jesus

· Before, under that law, Paul's relationship with God was founded on what he could do for God – 
· His faith was in himself and his ability to perform
· Now, under grace, Paul’s relationship with God is founded on what Jesus has done for him – 
· His faith is in Jesus.  
· And all that Jesus has done for him
· His trust is in Jesus and his great and lavish love!
· Paul finished up chapter 2 with one, final, bold declaration!

Galatians 2:21
I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”
· Paul concludes his public confrontation with Peter with one final verse  
· He absolutely refuses to set aside grace and return to the law
· He emphatically and passionately states that the law will NOT make us righteous before God.
· That it CAN NOT make us right before God
· These Jewish believers are willing to set aside grace
· And keep their grip on the law
· They’re willing to not only rebuild that old barn
· But live in it!
· But not Paul
· He absolutely refuses to do so


· So, how did this confrontation end up?  
· We don't know the immediate effect, 
· Other than to say that Paul obviously made a bold stand for the truth.  
· We do know that over time…
· Peter came to his senses and took Paul's words to heart.  
· We know from the Council of Jerusalem in Acts 15
· That the question of circumcision was discussed
· And a decision was made
· Afterward Peter addressed the full assembly 

Acts 15:7-11
After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”

· So, here, in Jerusalem, before James and Paul and Barnabas and the other apostles, Peter proclaimed that Gentiles did not have to come under the Law of Moses to be saved.
· It is obvious that Paul made an impact when he confronted Peter in Antioch
· I encourage you to read all of Acts 15 for yourselves.
· Better yet, read Acts chapters 10-15 for the whole story

· Personally, I am not a fan of confrontation, but much good came from this one
· It was good for Paul
· Because he stayed true and proclaimed the gospel.
· It was good for Peter
· Hard but good
· Because it opened his eyes to the truth
· It was good for Barnabas
· Because he it got him back on track with the truth of the gospel of grace
· It was good for the “certain men who came from James” that started the whole mess
· Because a line was drawn
· The true gospel was clearly proclaimed and defended
· And now they had a decision to make
· It was good for the Jewish believers in Antioch
· Because they too had the truth clearly spelled out before them.
· It was good for the Gentile believers in Antioch
· Because they were loved, honored, respected and defended
· And as a result their faith and freedom in Jesus was strengthened.
· And It’s was good for us today
· For wee too need to live in the truth concerning God’s grace over law.

Application
· To the Jewish believers, the concept of grace was too good to be true
· Many Christians have that same struggle to this day
· The grace and freedom Jesus won for us blows up our God boxes 
· Those boxes need to go

· Let me end with this
· There are many excellent writers on the topic of grace
· One of my favorite is the late Fr. Robert Farrar Capon
· Listen to what he has to say concerning the Grace of God:

“Well, one of the problems with any authentic pronouncement of the gospel is that it introduces us to freedom. The point is that as long as the world runs this show what it tries to say is that if you do something wrong God will get you. What it said in Jesus is, by the blanket absolution of everybody in the death of Christ, that God is not going to get anybody. For example, who is in heaven? People think it is good guys. There is nobody in heaven but forgiven sinners because there was nobody available to go to heaven except forgiven sinners and there is nobody in hell except forgiven sinners. The difference is that in heaven they accept the forgiveness, in hell they reject it. That’s it. You can’t get into hell by being bad. You get into heaven by being bad and accepting forgiveness. Now, that does in a way mean you have permission to be bad. If you want to stick your hand in a meat grinder, you are free to do that. It’s stupid, but God isn’t going to run the universe that way. God is not going to punish. He cares more about relationships than behavior.” ~ Fr. Robert Farrar Capon
· So good, so, so good.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Grace is amazing, absolutely amazing!

Let’s Pray
· Oh God, give us a revelation of grace
· May we know the truth and may it set us free.

Ministry Time
· Does anyone have a word of knowledge?
