Healing 6

Intro
· Open bibles to Mark 3:1-6
· Last week: Healing 5
· We looked at the Paralytic and His Four Friends
· Jesus forgave his sins and then healed his body
· And the teachers of the law weren’t very happy about it.

· So far in Mark’s Gospel Jesus has healed people in various ways
· Cast out a demon (1:25)
· Rebuked a fever (1:31)
· Word of command “I am willing, be clean” (1:41)
· And forgave sin (2:5)
· This healing business isn’t cookie cutter
· It’s highly relational
· We sense what God is doing and as best we can, we do it with him

· Today: Healing 6
· Jesus heals a man’s shrivelled hand on the Sabbath
· From Mark 3:1-6
· After the message we’ll have a ministry time
· So, please start listening for words of knowledge now
· Read and Pray: Mark 3:1-6

Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”

Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.

He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.

· Pray…
· Let’s take a look at this text a bite at a time


Verses 1-2
· Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.

· Why were they looking for a reason to accuse Jesus?
· To fully appreciate what’s going on here, we need to go back to Mark chapter 2
· We’ve have been focusing on the healings of Jesus from Mark’s Gospels
· This is a topical series on healing
· Not a verse by verse expository series on the Gospel of Mark
· Like we did with John’s Gospel
· But to understand the context of what is happening here…
·  we need to at least be aware of the previous verses in the second half of chapter 2

· Before this current confrontation with the Pharisees at the beginning of chapter 3, 
· There were 3 other confrontations in the second half of chapter 2
· First was about eating with “sinners” (2:13-17)
· Second was about fasting (2:18-22)
· And the third was concerning the Sabbath (2:23-28)
· Let me describe each briefly

· Eating with sinners
· In chapter 2 verses 13-17
· Jesus was teaching a large crowd as he walked by a lake
· Jesus saw Matthew the Tax Collector and extended the same call to him that he gave to Peter, Andrew, James and John
· Follow Me
· Matthew follows and Jesus has dinner at Matt’s house that night
· All of Matt’s friends are there
· Other tax collectors
· Sinners 
· As well as Jesus’ disciples
· When the Pharisees saw this they questioned Jesus’ disciples
· When they saw this…?
· I wonder, were they passing by?
· Looking in a window?
· They became aware?
· Someone told them to go look?
· I don’t know
· Anyway, they questioned Jesus’ disciples
· Asking, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
· Jesus hears about it and goes right back at them like he did earlier in the chapter with the teachers of the law who questioned Jesus’ authority to forgive the paralytic’s sins before healing him.
· Jesus responds with this in Mark 2:17 
· “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
· Can you see that there is a growing tension between the new wine and the old wineskin?



· Fasting
· In chapter 2 verses 18-22
· John the Baptist’s disciples and the Pharisees are fasting
· But Jesus and his disciples aren’t
· And Jesus is questioned about this as well
· He responds with 3 analogies
· The guests of the bridegroom do not fast while the bridegroom is still with them
· You do not patch an old garment with a new cloth
· And you do not put new wine in an old wine skin
· Jesus is telling them that he is doing a new thing and it doesn’t fit their old ways, systems and structures

· The Sabbath
· In chapter 2 verses 23-28
· On the Sabbath Jesus is walking through some grain fields with his friends 
· As they stroll along they pick some heads of grain and snack on them
· Call them
· Jesus granola bars
· Jesus trail mix
· Whatever 
· Again the Pharisees are watching and judging
· It’s what Pharisees do
· Watch other people and judge them
· Then the Pharisees make this accusation in verse 24:
· “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”
· Jesus responds by reminding them about the time David eat consecrated bread and shared it with his men
· Then Jesus says this in Mark 2:27-28
· “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”
· Jesus is saying I am the Messiah
· And Lord of the Sabbath

· Jesus has bucked them 4 time now
· 1st Forgiving the paralytic’s sins
· 2nd Eating with sinners
· 3rd Not Fasting 
· 4th Over the Sabbath
· Each time he has publicly challenged them
· And won
· They are not happy campers

Which brings us back to chapter 3 verses 1-2
· Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.
· Another Time
· In other words, the ongoing confrontation continues
· This time Jesus will challenge them in their own back yard
· The Synagogue
· Jesus is there
· A man with a shrivelled hand is there
·  And the Pharisees are there doing what Pharisees do, watching, judging and looking for a reason to accuse.
· And Jesus doesn’t disappoint them

Verse 3
· Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”
· Just like with the teacher of the law back in chapter 2 Jesus knows exactly what’s going on
· And instead of backing down
· Or taking the man outside the synagogue
· Or telling the man with the shriveled hand to come back tomorrow…
· Jesus brings the issue center stage in front of everyone
· “Stand up in front of everyone.” Jesus says
· You need to understand
· The Pharisees and teachers of the law we’re the school yard bullies of the day
· They controlled the people with judgement, intimidation, fear and punishment.
· Jesus in not the least bit intimidate
· And he absolutely will not be manipulated by their tactics
· Instead he confronts them head on
· On their own turf

Verse 4
· Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they remained silent.
· Understand, these men are not used to being challenged
· Certainly not in their synagogue 
· And never concerning the Sabbath
· And here Jesus is schooling them!
· Jesus decides to go right at the heart of the matter and questions them concerning what is or is not lawful on the Sabbath
· Can you see how this is a continuation of the end of chapter 2 where Jesus declared…
· “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”
· What is lawful on the Sabbath
· To do good or evil?
· To save a life or kill?
· It is the Sabbath
· Jesus wants to do good by saving this man’s life
· The Pharisees what to do evil by killing Jesus - as we’re about to see
· “…to save life or to kill?”
· Save: sozo, a Greek word meaning:
· “to save, deliver, protect, heal, preserve, do well, and be made whole.”
· That’s what Jesus is offering this poor man
· And it is exactly what he offers us
· Wholeness and healing
· And right now the opposition to this sozo – is the Pharisees

Verse 5
· He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.
· Did you know Jesus got angry?
· And this isn’t the only time
· Remember that whole money changers thing?
· There was a whip and tables were turned over
· Quite the to do
· Every translation I looked at uses some variation of the word anger

· The Message Bible says it best:
· He looked them in the eye, one after another, angry now, furious at their hard-nosed religion. He said to the man, "Hold out your hand." He held it out - it was as good as new!
· Jesus is angry and deeply distressed at the Pharisees stubbornness and their “hard-nosed religion”
· So, what’s going on here?

· The Pharisees are vastly more concerned with HOW then WHAT
· They are more concerned with how things are done that what is actually being done.
· They are more concerned with procedures, principals, rules, regulations, the law and their Sabbath regulations than this poor man’s healing

· Jesus is more concerned with WHAT then HOW
· Jesus is more concerned with the man then the religious regulation
· Guys, this is exactly what happens in revival
· God is vastly more concerned with what than how
· So it’s messy and religious folk get bent all out of shape
· I want to be a pastor and leader who has his eye fixed on what God is doing
· And less concerned about coloring outside the lines of the religious status quo
· If it’s God, let’s go for it!

· Jesus said he came to: 
· Set captive free
· Release the oppressed
· Open blind eyes
· And Proclaim the favor of God
· All of which was accomplished when he says to this man:
· “Stretch out your hand.”
· The verse goes on to say:
· He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.
· Complete restoration
· Bone, muscle tendons, nerves, blood vessels
· ALL completely restored!
· Now that’s Sozo
· Not that’s The Favor of God!

· And as a result the Pharisees:
· had a complete change of heart
· Celebrated the man’s miraculous healing
· And thanked Jesus for showing them the error of their ways
· Sadly, no.
· Onto Verse 6

Verse 6
· Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.
· Truly astonishing

· Who are these Herodians?
· Strong’s says that they are Herod's partisans
· Herod was the Roman-appointed king of Judaea
· These are his officials – his people
· Instead of having a change of heart
· The Pharisees hearts grew harder
· So much so they are now conspiring with their hated Roman oppressors to murder Jesus
· A religious spirit is wicked evil!

· What can we learn from this healing encounter?
· Not everyone will be happy when God shows up and starts doing God stuff
· The last move of God always attacks the new move of God
· You really can’t put new wine into old wine skins
· To the old wine skin, the new wine always looks like rebellion 
· and it must be destroyed

· What can we do about it?
· I say we do the stuff anyway
· We love people anyway
· And we try not to become the next generation of Pharisees the NEXT time God begins to do something new.

· So Jesus heals in many different ways:
· Cast out a demon (1:25)
· Rebuked a fever (1:31)
· Word of command “I am willing, be clean” (1:41)
· And forgave sin (2:5)
· And now in response to the Pharisees and “their hard-nosed religion” (3:5)
· God ways are not our ways
· Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit is essential
· And it will help us do what God is doing.

Ministry Time
· OK, let’s practice
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Wimber Quote
· “Learning to pray for the sick is like learning to ride a bicycle. At first the parent runs alongside the wobbly child to prevent serious injury. ...Soon he will learn to ride smoothly and safely. Learning to pray for the sick is a similar process: the first solo experiences are usually messy, but in time they become quite enjoyable. I am more interested in ministry than neatness, so I provide a place in which people know they are accepted and helped even when they fail.” ~ John Wimber
· Pray – stir up gifts
· Who has a word of knowledge
· Final song
· Close in prayer
