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Jesus raised a friend from the grave to demonstrate His power and authority over even 

death. 

I. God sometimes allows “bad” things to happen so that He will ultimately be glorified. 

(v. 1-4) 

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31) 

 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. 

Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

 saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s 

eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man 

went and washed, and came home seeing. (John 9:1-7) 

 

II. God’s timetable and intentions are often mysterious to us but this should not cause us 

to doubt His love. (v. 5-10) 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[i] have been 

called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

 

III. God often uses painful circumstances to grow our faith. (v. 11-15) 

 

IV. God often confounds our expectations. (v. 16-22) 

 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

 

V. What you believe about Jesus will determine your eternal destiny, not what you have 

done. (v. 24-27) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28145i


You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province 

of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing 

all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 

him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 

him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 

chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:36-43) 

 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 

supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you 

holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel 

that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, 

Paul, have become a servant. (Colossians 1:15-23) 

 

VI. Our Lord not only empathizes with us, but He shares our pain. (v. 28-36) 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so 

that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. (1 Thessalonians 4:13) 

 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 

fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I 

desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; (Philippians 1:21-23) 

 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had 

only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 

(Luke 19:41-42) 

 

VII. Jesus again provided proof that He was the Messiah, the Son of God by raising 

Lazarus back to life again. (v. 37-44) 

 



VIII. Some would believe in Jesus because of this display, while others would hate Him 

for it. (v. 48) 

 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let 

him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:27-31) 

 

IX. God would cause an evil religious leader to prophesy God’s purpose in allowing Jesus 

to die on the cross. (v. 49-52) 

 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with 

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross…” (Acts 2:22-23) 

 

But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to 

say, is not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 

but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 

redemption. (Hebrews 9:11-12) 

 

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24) 

 

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and 

encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the 

children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not 

recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” (Luke 19:43-44) 

 

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” 

by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— 

remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 

and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 

dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 

regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 

peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 

death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those 

who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 



Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 

and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and 

rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Ephesians 2:11-21) 

 

X. The resurrection of Lazarus was the “last straw” that led to the arrest and execution 

of Jesus. (v. 53-57) 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead… Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 

came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So 

the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the Jews 

were going over to Jesus and believing in him. (John 12:1, 9-11) 


