Live Love 5 - Encouragement

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Hebrews 10:19-25
A. Continuing my Live Love Series
B. Charlottetown Community Church is in the process of “Pursuing Love” from 1 Corinthian 14:1
a. “Pursue Love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.”
C. Pursuing Love has two parts
a. Living Loved
b. Living Love

2. Live Love 1
A. We looked at one of our greatest obstacles to living love
a. Our need to be right
b.  “What does it feel like to be wrong? It feels like being right” ~ Kathryn Shultz
B. It is more important to love than it is to be right
a. If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.
b. The reason why it is more important to love than it is to be right… because we could be wrong.

3. Live Love 2
A. Two Questions
a. What does it mean to Live Love
b. How do we do it
B. Looked at 1 Corinthians 13 – classic chapter on love
a. Verses 1-3 what is not required to live love
i. Spiritual Gifts
b. Verses 4-8 examples of living love
i. It’s a great description of how God loves you
ii. And how we’re to love one another
C. We addressed HOW
a. The key to living love is to live loved
i. 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
· We cannot draw from an empty well
ii. We experience God’s love by going where the life is
· Find what has life on it for you and you’ll find God there
· Worship, meditation, intercession, the word?
b. From there start with the people it’s easy to love…
i. And love them
c. With momentum behind you move onto those who are more difficult to love

4. Live Love 3
A. John 15 – The Vine and the Branches
a. Process vs. Production
b. It’s easier to Live Love if…
i. We’re not judging our fruitfulness
ii. We’re not judging the fruitfulness of others
iii. It’s easier to live love if we see people as being in process
c. These are Kingdom principals
i. The world will judge your fruitfulness
ii. We have a different relational dynamic with our Heavenly Father

5. Last Week: Live Love 4 – Forgiveness
A. Take a look at a very practical way to Live Love from Jesus’ Story about Forgiveness in Matthew 18
B. What Forgiveness isn’t
a. Denial, Repression, Reconciliation or Trusts
C. What Forgiveness is
a. A Choice, A Decision, Love in Action

6. Today: Live Love 5 - Encouragement
A. Another very practical way to Live Love: Encouragement
a. What is Encouragement?
b. Why Encourage?
c. How to Encourage?

7. Read & Pray: Hebrews 10:19-25
A. 19Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
B. The 5 “Let Us” verses of Hebrews 10
a. Draw near to God
b. Hold Unswervingly to hope
c. Spur one another on to love and good deeds
d. Not give up meeting together
e. Encourage one another
C. I want to focus on verse 25b
a. “…let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
b. An extremely practical way of living love is to encourage others. 

II. What is Encouragement
1. What is encouragement?
A. Strong’s: parakaleō (pä-rä-kä-lay'-ō)
a. “strengthen, exhorting, comforting and encouraging”
b. Hmmm… that sounds familiar
c. 1 Corinthians 14:1-3
i. “1Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. 2For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. 3But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.”
d. As a prophetic people we are called to be…
i. Messengers of hope
ii. Exporters of hope
iii. Encouragers 

2. Translations
A. NIV: Encourage
B. NASB: 

3. Webster’s Dictionary defines encouragement as:
A. To inspire with courage, spirit or hope
a. To spur on
b. To help
B. Tom Zawacki’s definition: to put courage into another person. 
a. To “in-courage”
i. Sometimes encouragement is a pat on the back. 
b. Verse 24 – “Let us spur one another on to love and good deeds”
i. What’s a spur?
ii. Sometimes encouragement is a kick in the fanny.
C. We all need courage
a. We all need encouragement
b. Our culture is in short supply of encouragers
c. In your life do you have more encouragers or critics?
d. What do you remember more easily the encouraging words or the criticism?
e. Makes me wonder, how many more words of encouragement are needed to compensate for the impact of critical words?
f. And depending on the source, the words can be extremely weighty
i. Father, Mother, Pastor, Teacher…

III. Why Encourage
1. Read an article by a good Patty Mapes on the topic of Courage
A. She made the point that we all need courage
a. It’s necessary if we’re to reach our destiny
2. Her example was the Israelites in the desert
A. They had the Presence of God (Cloud by day & Fire by night)
B. They had the supernatural provision of God (manna)
C. They had the protection of God
D. But most failed to enter the promised land (their destiny) for lack of courage
E. Numbers 13:26-31, 14:1-4
 26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan."
 30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."
 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 32And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 
1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt."
F. And so they wandered in the wilderness for the next 40 years
a. 10 well meaning but fearful leaders altered the course of a generation.
b. We need more men like Caleb and Joshua in this hour
c. We need fearless men of courage and faith
d. The Israelites had the presence, provision and protection of God and still didn’t enter the promised land for lack of encouragement at a critical moment.
G. Why Encouragement? 
a. Because without it, it’s almost impossible to reach your promised land

3. We need one another to make it into our promise lands
A. If we need courage to reach our destines
a. Where are we going to get it?
i. Well, one place is from each other
B. We need to put courage into one another with encouragement
a. What could be more loving then helping a brother or sister reach their destiny?
b. It’s part of my personal ethos
i. Passion, Freedom, Spirit, Destiny
C. People, our words have power – 
a. Proverbs 18:21says
i. “Life and death are in the power of the tongue.”
b. Which leads me into my next point

IV. How to Encourage
1. The Message paraphrases Hebrews 10:25 this way: 
A. “Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out.”
B. I challenge you to find new and inventive ways to encourage others
a. Here’s a few ideas to get you started.

2. The Right Word at the Right Time
A. We just saw from Numbers 13 & 14 what the wrong word can do.
B. You can Live Love by Simply offering someone a word of encouragement
C. Band of Brothers – we can’t do it all alone
D. Fear can be overcome and courage can be instilled with an encouraging word from a leader or friend at a critical junction.
E. In one episode a private is hiding in his fox hole during a fire fight and he’s exhorted, spurred on, encouraged by his captain to engage - and he did.
F. Never underestimate the power of one man saying to another…
a. “I believe in you, you’ve got what it takes, you can do this!”

3. Speak on Another’s Behalf
A. Barnabas: Son of Encouragement
a. Acts 4:36 tells us that Barnabas was Levite from Cyprus and his name means “Son of Encouragement”
b. What a GREAT name!
B. In Acts 9:26-28 Barnabas live out his name
a. 26When he (Saul) came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.
C. Barnabas was a Bridge for Saul
a. He stood up for him
b. He stood in the gap for him
c. Barnabas helped Saul reach his destiny

4. Encouragement & Prophetic Gifts
A. I love doing this
a. Sunday mornings, any day, outreach settings
B. I believe that prophetic people are to be messengers of hope
a. Exporters of freedom and hope
C. We can put deposits of hope in people with simple words of encouragement
D. People know their sins
a. What don’t know, and desperate need to know is God’s heart toward them.
b. They need to know why they are here, what they were created for – so powerful
E. Romans 4:14
a. “God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.”
b. I LOVE to look at a young man and prophetically speak what is not as though it is!
c. I love planting prophetic seeds of destiny into their hearts knowing that Isaiah 55:10-11 is true.
d. “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

5. I’ve heard it said that a man can live:
A. 3 day w/o water, 3.minutes w/o air, 3 seconds w/o hope
a. Hopelessness is powerfully debilitating
b. Hope is equally as powerful and can change night to day in an instant
B. An encouraging word can bring hope
a. A phone call
b. An email
c. A tweet
d. A Facebook comment
e. A kind word of encouragement on a bad day is a practical, simple and yet extremely powerful way of living love.

6. Your mission if you choose to accept it is…
A.  Give a kind word of encouragement to at least one person a day for the next week.
a. “Give and it will be given to you” ~ Jesus (Luke 6:38)
B. If you need hope, give out hope…

V. Ministry Time:
1. If your encouragement tank is low…
2. If you need courage for your promised land…
3. If you are battling fear…
4. Please Stand
A. I want to put courage in you today
B. I want to in-courage you
a. 1 John 4:18  says that “Perfect love drives out fear”
b. Because there is no fear in love
C. Let’s Pray

VI. Tom & Dede Vow Renewal

VII. Pray for Pot Luck
