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Week 1

Defining Evangelism
Webster’s Dictionary:
Evangelism: the winning or revival of personal commitments to Christ
Evangelical: emphasizing salvation by faith in the atoning death of Jesus Christ through personal conversion, the authority of Scripture, and the importance of preaching as contrasted with ritual.
From the Greek:
A compound word yu meaning good and ang-el-ee'-ah meaning message or news and also in other forms an’-gel-os a messenger, envoy, one who is sent by or for God.

Greek Lexicon: Euaggelizo v. (yoo-ang-ghel-id'-zo) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) 	to bring good news, to announce glad tidings
1a) 	used in the OT of any kind of good news
1a1) 	of the joyful tidings of God's kindness, in particular, of the Messianic blessings
1b) 	in the NT used especially of the glad tidings of the coming kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and of that which relates to this salvation.

We are witnesses
		Not Prosecuting Attorneys – we’re not responsible to attack and convict others
		Not Defense Attorneys – we’re not responsible to prove God and His claims
		Witnesses tell what they’ve seen and heard
An example of witnessing: Acts 4:5-20 – Peter & John before the Sanhedrin 
Working Definition of Evangelism for our purposes:
Testifying to the life-changing power of Jesus with the hope and prayer that someone will place their faith and trust in Him as Savior and Lord.
There is a Gift of Evangelism
Ephesians 4:11ff: It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists…
The Gift of Evangelism is characterized by:
· Holy Spirit aided ability to clearly and effectively share the Gospel
· A deep burden for the lost
· Supernatural joy in talking about Jesus
· People respond in faith to their sharing
What if I don’t have the gift of evangelism? 
2 Timothy. 4:11: But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.   See also: Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 10:14

Prepared to Share Key Verse - 1 Peter 3:15:
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect… 
EVERYONE is responsible to witness
1) God commands it
2) God has chosen to work through us
3) We care about those we love
Why don’t we do it?
 #1 Reason: FEAR
	Ridicule
	Rejection
	Responsibility (getting it right)




Example from Scripture: Moses
Exodus 4:1-15 (God has told Moses to go back to Egypt and deliver the people from slavery)
Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" 
"O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."
But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it."
Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses 
I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 
God’s promise to Moses is His promise to you. 
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Week 1 Assignment for Next Week: 
Memorize Romans 3:23, 6:23 
Invite someone to class.
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Becoming a Comfortable and Confldent Witness for Christ.




