ARE YOU ALONE THIS CHRISTMAS?  [LUKE 2:1-20]
CCCTO Combined Christmas Eve Worship Service (12/24/16)

** = When to Translate

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s Pray **  [Translator may pray a summary prayer after I am done with the whole prayer.]

· Merry Christmas Eve everyone! **

· Let’s start by turning our Bibles to Luke 2:1-20. **  I will read it all in English first, then Elder Fang will read it all in Mandarin. **


Luke 2:1-20  
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3 And everyone went to his own town to register.  
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  
19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. **


-  When I was in college, the last place you wanted to be was at Denny's by yourself on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. **

-  First of all, there’s the cultural pressure to be with family or friends doing fun and meaningful activities. **

-  Second, never Denny’s!  Maybe at a higher-class restaurant, but not Denny’s, ** because to be found there by yourself on Christmas with all the other long-distance truckers would be seen like a lonely loser. **  But, it was one of the only restaurants open during Christmas! **

-  Where do we get this idea that we have to be with friends or family partying on Christmas? **

-  After all, if the original Christmas story is true, as we have just read in the Gospel of Luke, then Joseph and Mary were lonely losers! ** 

-  Were they partying with their friends and family at a nice house or a nice restaurant at the eve of their son's birth? ** 

-  Not at all!  In modern-day standards, they couldn’t even get in to Denny’s or its adjacent motel because there was no more room! **  They pretty much had Christmas in the canopied parking lot structure that happened to be next to some outdoor pets! ** 

-  In the end, all they had were each other when the baby Jesus was born. ** 

-  Then the focus was purely on Jesus. ** 

-  The angels proclaimed and sung that the Messiah was born! **

-  The shepherds, who were not family or friends, came to see the Baby and glorified God and then left to tell everyone about it, **  while Joseph and Mary tolerated their presence as much as they could with their traditional Middle Eastern hospitality. **  (Remember, this is right after a pregnancy without any epidural and bathroom to freshen up) **

-  It was the most un-Christmassy Christmas we Americans had ever seen! ** 

-  And yet this was the original Christmas!  Mary and Joseph, alone with Jesus! **  

-  Brothers and sisters in Christ, friends and new guests, are you alone this Christmas? **

-  If so, then great!!! **

· Because real Christmas isn’t primarily about your businesses making their most profits this time of year. **

· Real Christmas is not even primarily about the presents we give to each other.  **

· Nor is real Christmas primarily about friends and family gatherings and the good food and brightly colored decorations that come with them.  **

· Real Christmas is about being alone with Jesus the Lord and Savior of the world **  and whether you will worship Him and glorify Him as not just THE Lord and Savior of the world, but YOUR Lord and Savior of the world! **  Everything else is secondary. ** 

· Do you have this Biblical truth?  Or have you lost this Biblical truth? **

· Are you primarily enjoying the Christmas we have made up?  Or are you primarily enjoying the real Biblical Christmas, alone with the baby Jesus, like Joseph and Mary was. **

· Maybe being at Denny’s alone for Christmas isn’t a bad thing after all. ** 

· I remember, in college, when 20 years of family, friends, presents, and the loudness of Christmas finally got old, going to a Denny’s late at night wanting to recapture that original Christmas. **

· There were only a few customers there. ** 

· I brought my Bible and ordered an Original Grand Slam Breakfast for just 4.99! **

· As I ate those 2 pancakes, 2 sausages, 2 bacon strips, and 2 eggs over-hard; I read and meditated on Luke 1-2 and Matthew 1-2 **  and allowed the story of Christmas to come over me in its pure form again without all the glitz and glamour of a modern American Christmas. **

· I found the Baby Jesus, born for you and me, sent by God the Father, so that anyone who would believe that this baby was the Christ, who would die on the cross to save us from our sins, can have spiritual salvation! **

· So, this Christmas Eve, I encourage you to do similarly. **

· Some time these next 5 days, get away from everyone and bring your Bible with you. **

· Go to a quite park, restaurant, or coffee shop, and read, reread, and reflect on your relationships with God reading through Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2. **  It’ll be your alone time with Jesus this Christmas. **

· Allow the true meaning of Christmas to come over you and change you, whether you are a Christian or a non-Christian. **

· And believe in Jesus Christ, as the baby born to be not just THE Lord and Savior of the world, but YOUR Lord and Savior of the world. **

· Merry Christmas. **

· Let’s Pray **  [Translator may pray a summary prayer after I am done with the whole prayer.]

· [candlelighting]
