Chasing Buffalo
Chasing After What Really Matters

Chasing Buffalo – Movie Clip

That’s my favorite scene from the legendary mini series – “Lonesome Dove”.

We see…

· Gus – wants to have a little fun, and do something that he may never get to do again.
· Chase a Buffalo
· Not to shoot one
· Not to run them off
· Just for the fun of it.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In the movie Gus lived for the adventure…

· Chasing women (Lorie)
· He’d start a fight just cause he knew he could finish it.
· Liked good times and good adventures.
· Heck – even his death was an adventure
· Getting shot by wild Indians
· And Captain Call takes His body all the way back to Texas!

· Gus chased one adventure after another…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


I love a good adventure…
· Going to new places
· Trying new food

· You may consider me a Cultured Cowboy
· Going places you’d never see a cowboy
· I love a good adventure.
· And chasing dreams.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But… as I examine my life and much of the world around me… so many of us are just like Gus – just chasing after the next thrill…

· Chasing…
· Bigger bank account
· Next Relationship
· The next high
· Latest Gadget
· Wanting our kids to be the best at sports
· More land

· And… while these adventures in and of themselves aren’t bad…

· Because we are chasing after so many things of this world – it’s often at the expense of chasing after God!

· Many of us are tired, unfulfilled, and exhausted…
· And… though we’d like to chase after God, that would take more energy and so it doesn’t happen.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Today I want to start a Series entitled…

Chasing Buffalo
Chasing After What Really Matters


What really matters?
Chasing after God is what really matters!

So what does it look like to Chase after God?


1. We make living for God #1 on our bucket list. 


Anyone have a bucket list?
· List of things that you want to accomplish before you “kick the bucket”…
· Movie – “The Bucket List” – Morgan Freeman – Jack Nicholson 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Bucket List Examples:

My bucket list has looked something like this…

· Get married
· Have kids
· Own and raise my own horses
· Have a good set of cows.
· Travel the world – NYC, London, Seattle, Wyoming, Rhode Island, Maine, Boston, Jamaica, Israel
· All of come true

Still on the list…
· Chase a herd of buffalo
· Shoot one while running wide open…like Kevin Costner in Dances with Wolves.
· Meet one of your heroes – Bret Favre
· Go to the NFR
· Go to the Super Bowl

Yours…
· Skydive
· Learn how to fly a plane
· Start a blog
· Qualify for the Boston Marathon
· Go to Paris and see the Eiffel Tower

· I think these things are great!
· And these are fun adventures to chase!

· But what I’ve come to learn after fulfilling a bunch of things on my bucket list is…

· No earthly adventure, thrill, accomplishment, accolade - can compare to the adventure of chasing after and living for God. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



· 2 Corinthians 4:18 (MSG) –“There's far more here than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can't see now will last forever. 


What God wants us to realize is that there are greater things than what we see in front of us…

· This earth…Temporary.
· The things we own…temporary.
· The jobs…temporary.

· The American dream
· The Financial dream
· The Thrills and Frills of this world
· Are all temporary.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Paul shows us what this looks like…referring to his bucket list…

· Philippians 3:7-8 – “7I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 8Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.”


· Paul had…
· Fame
· Best Education
· Success
· Adventure
· Are fine!

· But the pale in comparison to knowing Christ!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


So what’s life like when God’s #1…

· His dream…become our dream.
· The accolades and accomplishments of this world aren’t so important.

· And our focus turns to…
· How can I love Him more?
· What job can I take that will honor Him?
· How can I love others more?
· How can I give more – rather than receive more?
· How can I help others experience God’s forgiveness and salvation?

· These things are what will last for eternity!


1st Chasing after God…means He’s at the top of our bucket list.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




2. Chasing after God often changes what else we chase.


Often times when Jesus is #1 – the rest of your list changes.


· Hebrews 12:1 – “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Some of you might say, “You mean that I have to give up my bucket list to chase after God?

· Not always…
· But… when He’s at the top – you’ll know what to keep on the list; and what to get rid of. 

· Proverbs 14:1 – “12There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.”
· Proverbs 3:6 – “6in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Here’s the cool thing about when you’re chasing after Jesus first…

· 1st  – Many times you can avoid tripping up or getting distracted.

· When you’re tempted to bump Him out of 1st – He lets you know.

· EX – 
· You go to add that boy to the list…He says, “I’ve got someone better.”
· You decide to buy that house or take that job, He says, “Wait. And I’ll give you even more.”


· 2nd – He also shows you what is right on the list.
· That boy… “He’s the one I want you to marry.”
· That investment… “It’s the smartest one, go for it.”
· That dream… He says, “Go for it, enjoy my creation.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


When we are chasing after Him he provides the wisdom we need to chase after what else is good and pleasing to Him…


Chasing after God…
1st – We make living for God #1 on our bucket list.
2nd – Chasing after God often changes what else you chase.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Lastly…

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Life is short – now’s the time to chase after God.


· James 4:14 – “Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”

EX – Gus wanted to chase the buffalo – cause he knew that before long there wouldn’t be any buffalo to chase. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX – FOR ME –the greatest indicator of life being short, is seeing my kids grow up right before my eyes.

· EX – Hank’s Haircut – used to sit on the toilet and cut Hanks hair. Thursday – I had to stand to do it.
· MJ – got in the truck after school – and I just looked at her and thought who is the grown young lady, beautiful and precious. 

· Life is short – we must chase Him now.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Closing:

Now is the time for you and I to chase after God…

· To make living for Him #1 on our Bucket list.
· To allow Him to change everything else on our list.
· To do it now, because life is short.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Bow heads:

What are you chasing after?
Are you only chasing after the frills and thrills of this world?
Are you exhausted and unfulfilled?
Do you find that Chasing after God gets put on the back burner because of all the other things your chasing?

Today…

· Commit to making living for Jesus #1 on your bucket list…
· Put His will ahead of your will.
· Ask Him what needs to be taken off your bucket list and what needs to be added.
· Ask Him to change your whole focus on life.
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