Love 1

Introduction
· Open Bibles to Mark 12:28-31
· We’re going to take a break from the Gospel of John
· This morning I’m going to start a new series on Love
· Read and Pray: Mark 12:28-31

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

What’s the Context?
· Mark 12 begins with the parable of the Tenants
· Jesus love to teach metaphorically
· Great text, I encourage you to read it on your own.
· Then Jesus is questioned about taxes
· Followed up by questions concerning the resurrection and marriage
· First one religious sect and then another come with questions on hot button topics hoping to trap Jesus 
· Of course Jesus doesn’t take the bait and he isn’t trapped
· So this is a public context where Jesus is debating local religious leaders
· Jesus offers good answers in the first two topics of debate 
· Which prompts another question from one of the other teachers of the law
· This bring us to today’s passage

The Greatest Commandment
· Verse 28 “One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
· Though I’m not sure of his motives, I think it’s a great question.
· Imagine if you could ask Jesus in the flesh a question.
· Asking him any kind of a “most important” question is pretty good use of the opportunity.
· Most Important
· What’s meant by this question is this:
· Which is primary
· Which is leading
· Which is fundamental
· Which is first in importance
· There were camps, factions among the teachers of the law
· They each had their own opinions
· They all had their theological scared cows
· They had their own answers to the question
· This teacher was trying to see which box Jesus fit in
· And by that figure out who’s side he was on
· With this question, they tested Jesus to see if He would show disregard or neglect for some area of the Law of Moses. 
· And then use that to accuse him.
· Instead of promoting one command over another, the answer Jesus gives defines the whole of the law and the prophets in its very essence: 
· Love God with everything you have and love your neighbor as yourself.

Verses 29-31
· 29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· In response Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
· “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
· Jesus adds the phrase: “with all your mind”
· He is One
· Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one
· He is THE one
· He is the only one
· He is first
· He is certain
· He is primary
· He’s not one of many
· He is the only one
· Jesus makes the same oneness point another way in John 14:6
· Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· There is only one way because there is only one God
· There is only one true God represented in the mystery of the trinity
· Father, Son and Spirit
· Three yet one
· John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
· Jesus could have stopped there with the statement of God’s oneness
· But he didn’t
· In verse 30 he adds
· Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.
· Let’s unpack that
· First, This is an astonishing statement
· Of everything we could do or give…
· God wants our love
· What kind of God wants to be loved?
· Every other false God wants to be feared
· Or served 
· Or sacrifices
· Not our God
· Our God seeks our love
· Guys that’s a game changer
· And not only does he want our love
· He wants ALL our love
· What does it mean to love God with all
· What does it look like?

Love
· The Greek word used here for love is agapao (ah-ga-pa-o) it’s a verb, an action word basically meaning God’s love. It means:
·  God the Father’s attitude of love toward:
· His Son as expressed in John 17:26
· The human race in general as expressed in… 
· John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
· And Romans 5:8, But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
· And particularly toward those who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord (John 14:21)
· God’s will for His children concerning our attitude toward:
· One another (John 13:34)
· A new command I give you, love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
· And toward all men (1 Thessalonians 3:12)
· May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.
· Agapao (ah-ga-pa-o) expresses the essential nature of God
· 1 John 4:8, God is love.
· It’s a full circle, complete, perfect love
· God for the Son
· God for believers
· God for not yet believers
· God’s standard for how we love each other
· And God’s very essence and nature: love


All
· The Greek word here for all is holos (hal-loss)
· And it means what you’d expect it to mean
· All means all
· It means “completely”
· It means with “the whole”
· Not part, not a portion, but with all you got
· It means “altogether” or “altogether all”
· It means holding nothing back
· Do we have any Texas Holdem’ poker players here?
· holos (hal-loss) means all in
· I will love with all my chips on the table
· Do we have any athletes here?
· Former athletes?
· Can you remember a time when you left it all on the field?
· Or on the ice?
· Any marathoners? 
· Long bike rides?
· When it over you’ve got nothing left, totally spent
· That kind of all
· Do we have any hockey fans in the house?
· Have you ever rooted for your team with all you got?
· Completely spent after a great win or devastating loss? 
· That’s holos (hal-loss), that’s the “all” Jesus is speaking of here
· Have you ever loved another person with all you got?
· A spouse?
· A friend?
· A child?
· Yeah, that kind of all.

Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength
· If agapao (ah-ga-pa-o) love and holos (hal-loss) all aren’t clear enough Jesus quantifies his statement with the words:
· Heart, mind, soul and strength
· Love God with ALL your heart, mind, soul  and strength
· Heart: 
· The seat and center of your spiritual life, the core of your being
· Mind: 
· Your facility of understanding and your way of thinking
· Soul: 
· The very breath of life, your feelings desire and affections
· Strength: 
· Ability, force and might
· Let’s get a picture in our mind of what this might look like
· To love God almighty from:
· The core of their being
· With our every thought
· All of our passionate emotions
· And every last bit of our physical capabilities
· It would look dramatic, and extravagant, even fanatical 
· It might look foolish
· It might look like a hockey game
· It might look like King David
· Who scripture says “danced before the Lord with all his might”
· Have you ever danced with all your might?
· I have, isn’t it wonderful?
· Sweat dripping, heavy breathing, exhausting fun!
· Another great portion of scripture you might consider studying on your own: 2 Samuel 6

Verse 31
· OK, so you got the picture right?
· Now get this… Jesus doesn’t stop there
· The guy asked for the most important and Jesus offers the top two
· 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
· Two Obvious Questions
· Who is your neighbor and…
· How do you love yourself?

· Who is your neighbor?
· Look to your right and your left
· That’s your neighbor
· Who lives next door?
· That’s your neighbor
· Who do you work with, go to school with?
· That’s your neighbor
· Who lives in your city?
· That’s your neighbor
· How do you love yourself?
· Well, you feed yourself today
· You ate breakfast
· You’re probably going to have lunch after church
· You took a shower (most of you)
· You got dressed
· You go to a doctor when you’re sick
· You celebrate the good and mourn the bad
· Love your neighbor that way
· In Matthew 25:35-40 Jesus said it like this
· 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Monday Morning Take Away
· As we take another look at biblical love
· This week take time to love God with your all
· Do it behind closed doors if you need to
· But let go and express your passion for him with ALL your heart, mind soul and strength.
· With all your spirit, thoughts, emotions and body
· Worship does it for me.
· Ask God to show you a “neighbor” that you can love in a practical way.
· Share a meal
· Listen longer than you want
· Spend more time than you have
· Forgive
· Extend mercy, withhold judgment
· Pray, pray, pray

Let’s Pray
· Give out encouraging prophetic words
· Ask others to pray for the person














· In this we see that what God really wants from man is love. 
· We can obey God without loving Him, 
· But if we do love Him obedience will follow.
· Jesus said this was the first of all the commandments.
· It is the first commandment in regard to age. 
· Before Adam and Eve had any other command, they were commanded to love the Lord their God who created them
· It is the first commandment in regard to priority. 
· Every other act of obedience is empty if we do not love God first
· To love Him with all … and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices: 
· The scribe's response to Jesus was right on the mark. 
· It is easy to think that religious ceremony and devotion are more important than love for God and our neighbor, but this isn't the case. 
· A thousand empty burnt offerings are not more to God than a single act of love done in His name.
