The Gospel of John 7:45-53

Introduction
· Open Bibles to the Gospel of John 7:45-53
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 7
· Officially completing one third of the book
· Chapter seven has dealt primarily with three objections the Jews had against Jesus
· That Jesus lacked a formal education
· That he was a law breaker for healing the sick on the Sabbath
· That he couldn’t possibly be the Messiah because (they thought) he was born in Galilee
· Today will look at a dialogue between the temple guards and the Jewish leaders
· And then make some application to our lives
· Read and pray: John 7:45-53
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.
47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law - there is a curse on them.”
50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”
52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”
53 Then they all went home,
Verse 45
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
· This is a reference back to verse 32
· The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.
· The whispers about Jesus they’re referring to are found a verse earlier in verse 31
· “… many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?”
· Many in the crowd, this Jewish crowd, are impressed by the signs and wonders performed by Jesus
· So much so that they’re beginning to wonder if this Jesus just might actually be their long awaited Messiah.
· The Chief priest and the Pharisees are not at all happy about this.
· As we’ve seen throughout our look at John’s Gospel – Jesus has already had many run ins with the religious professionals of his day.
· They hate Jesus because they are threatened by him
· He’s doesn’t cow tow to them and he’s doesn’t play by their rules.
· William Paul Young, the author of the Shack says this:
· “You don’t have to play by their rules if you don’t require their rewards.”
· Jesus isn’t playing their socio-religious-political games.
· He doesn’t have to
· Jesus knows what’s in their hearts; remember verse 1 of this chapter.
· After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him.

· Verse 46 - In response to the chief priests and Pharisees question:
· “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
· The guard’s respond 
· “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” 
· Could it be that these uneducated, blue collar workers, these laymen, these guards are more spiritually insightful than their classically trained, white collar, religious leaders?
· Well… The answer is… yes.
· Religion blinds us to even the brightest truth
· There’s none brighter than Jesus
· Remember in John 14:6 Jesus says:
· “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
· Jesus is himself The Truth and they can’t see it

The Pharisees Response is quite telling
· Rather than consider the possibility that they might be wrong they verbally attack and belittle the people under their charge
· Verses 47-49
· 47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law - there is a curse on them.”
· Can you hear the venom dripping from their words
· Such accusations:
· You’re deceived
· We, the rulers and professionals don’t believe
· They, this “mob” knows nothing
· They’re cursed
· Their response reminds me of a wonderful Ted Talks video by author Kathryn Schulz
· Kathryn Schulz wrote a popular book titled:
· “Being Wrong: Adventures in the Margin of Error”
· Her March 2011 Ted Talks video titled “On Being Wrong” has been viewed nearly 2.5 million times
· I’d like to show you that 18 minute video now
· Show Kathryn Schulz Ted Talks Video
· I love that last line:
· “To me if you really want to rediscover wonder, you need to step outside of that tiny terrified space of rightness and look around at each other and look out at the vastness and complexity and mystery of the Universe and be able to say wow, I don’t know, maybe I’m wrong.” 
· As a pastor I’d change one word of her final statement, I’d say it this way…
· “To me if you really want to rediscover wonder, you need to step outside of that tiny terrified space of rightness and look around at each other and look out at the vastness and complexity and mystery of God and be able to say wow, I don’t know, maybe I’m wrong.” 
· If only the Chief Priest and Pharisees had the guts to say that.
· If only we did!
· No people group on the planet is more passionate and protective of their rightness than religious people.
· Eternity hangs in the balance, or so we think.
· Schulz Explains:
· When you feel right, when you believe that your opinion perfectly reflects reality. 
· You have a problem to solve. 
· How are you going to explain all those people who disagree with you?
· Most of us do it the same way
· We turn to what she calls…
· “A Series of Unfortunate Assumptions”
· The Ignorance Assumption
· They’re uninformed
· If I can just give them better data they’ll come to grips with their wrongness
· Then they’ll change their position and agree with me
· The idiocy Assumption
· They’re stupid
· They have all the information I have and they still disagree with me
· They’re not uninformed
· They’re idiots!
· The Evil Assumption
· When it turns out that they have all the information I have and they prove to be quite intelligent, it must be something else…
· They’re evil
· They have vile and wicked intentions
· Three Assumptions
· They’re uninformed
· They’re stupid
· They’re evil
· I wonder if Kathryn Schulz read John 7 when researching her book.
· Because this is exactly what see take place here in John 7
· These are exactly the actions of the self-righteous Chief Priest and Pharisees here in John 7:47-49
· “You mean he has deceived you also?” 
· The Ignorance Assumption
· “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law
· The idiocy Assumption
· there is a curse on them
· The Evil Assumption
· These religious leaders won’t even consider the possibility that they could be wrong
· Instead they wanted to kill their long awaited Messiah
· Sobering

· Unfortunately, this dynamic continues to this very day
· Try to change anything in an established church structure and watch how many people you upset.
· It can be as mundane as rearranging the chairs
· Or as radical as preaching a gospel of love, mercy and grace.
· Trust me, I know, I’ve had a lot of people upset with me over the years
· Back to the text


Verse 50-51
50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”
· Remember, Nicodemus has had an encounter with Jesus back in chapter 3
· That encounter obviously had an impact on Nicodemus
· So much so that he comes to Jesus’ defense here.
· Pretty bold action to take
· Remember these guys want to kill Jesus
· Even still Nicodemus challenges the group by stating what they all should know.
· Nicodemus tries to reason with the Jewish leaders, warning them of judging Jesus hastily.
· 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”

How do the Pharisees respond?
· With sarcasm.
· Verses 52-53
· 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.” 53 Then they all went home,
· Galileans were objects of Judean scorn, and the butt of Judean jokes. To the Jewish leaders from Judea, nothing good could come from Galilee.
· They were mocking and insulting Nicodemus with the question: “Are you from Galilee, too?”
· They finish verse 52 with another insulting statement:
· Look into it (stupid), and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.”
· Well, actually, In fact, a prophet had come from Galilee. 
· The prophet Jonah
· He came from Gath Hepher, which was three miles north of Nazareth in Lower Galilee
·  You can find that in 2 Kings 14:25 
· 25 He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea, in accordance with the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher.
· Not only are these religious leaders spiritually blind - they’re arrogant, condescending and insulting…
· AND… they’re wrong on the facts.

Monday Morning Take Away
· What application can we make from this?
· In short, we could be wrong.
· Church history proves that the Last Move of God always attacks the Next Move of God
· Churches by and large are resists change
· The old guard, like the Pharisees will fiercely protect their turf
· And like the Pharisees, they’re wrong but they just don’t know it
· They don’t know what they don’t know
· Eventually they malign their detractors, those radical upstarts, as uniformed, ignorant or worse yet, as evil
· I don’t want that, I don’t want that to be my future

· Jesus address this conflict between the old and new very well in Luke 5:36-38
· 36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old.37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’”
· Let me ask you a few questions
· What is the New Wine?
· What is the Wineskin?
· And why is the “old wine” preferred?
· The New Wine is:
· The life of God
· The work and move of God
· The activity of God
· The Spirit of God active and alive in us.
· The Wineskin is the heart
· Sometimes it’s the heart of a person
· Sometimes a group or organization
· It can be a church, a denomination or a religion
· Or even an entire nation
· Big group or small…
· It’s the hearts and mind of men and women
· The seat of our traditions 
· Our history
· Our memories
· The good old days 
· Our glory days
· The past
· The old wineskin is often made up of our
· Man made religious rules and regulations
· It can include our institutions, our structures, our systems, our buildings.
· What we commonly refer to as church.
· Those things that become fixed, settled, hardened and inflexible – fiercely resistant to change
· And why do they think the old wine is better?
· Because people don’t like change
· They’re more comfortable with the old because it’s familiar
· For those reasons, they assume that it is better. 
· You know what, it’s not better, it’s just known
· In Luke 5:38 Jesus said:
· “new wine must be poured into new wineskins”
· So, how do we become new wine skins ready for God’s new wine?
· I think it requires at least two things
· A willingness to release the old wineskin
· And asking for a new one
· Jesus gives us a clue to the first in Luke 9:24-25
· 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?
· In other words embrace a willingness to change
· Practically that means
· Remaining humble
· Being teachable
· Staying open to new ways of doing old things
· Remember that you don’t know what you don’t know
· Hey, Like Kathryn Schulz says: you could be wroing
· Maintain a willingness to learn and experience the new 

· Ezekiel prophesies the second, Ezekiel 36:25-28
· 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God.
· We simply ask God for a new heart
· A new soft heart for our stony old wineskins

· Monday Morning Take Away
· We have a choice
· We always have a choice
· Would you rather be the guards or the Pharisees in this story?
· Embrace God’s new thing
· Don’t attack it
· Yield to change, hey you might just like it
· Don’t allow yourself to be numbered among the old guard fiercely protect their turf like the Pharisees here in John 7
· Ask God for a new heart
· Ask him for a new wineskins, flexible, open and ready for His new wine
· Trust God 
· Trust him with your life, your spiritual life.
· He’s good and he loves you
· Scripture makes it crystal clear that His new wine really is better than our old wineskins

· Let’s Pray
· Oh Lord, give us new hearts
· Take our old hard wineskins
· Take our old hearts
· And give us new heart
· Ready – eager for your new wine
· And then Lord, fill us up to overflowing
· Amen
