The Gospel of John 10:10

Intro
· Open bibles to John 10
· Working our way through The Gospel of John
· Today I want to focus on one powerful verse, verse 10
· Read and Pray: John 10:7-10
· 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· Repeat verse 10

Today
· Translations
· Key Definitions
· Context
· Insights
· Personal Experience

Translations
· NKJV
· The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
· AMP
· The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).
· Message
· A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.
· The New Testament an Expanded Translation by Kenneth S. Wuest
· I alone came in order that they might be possessing life, and that they might be possessing it in superabundance.


Key Definitions
· Thief, steal, kill and destroy are all pretty straight forward in their definitions
· Life and abundance are the meatier portions of this text
· Life: Strong’s Concordance
· The state of one who is possessed of vitality 
· The absolute fullness of life
· Life real and genuine, a life active, vigorous and devoted to God
· Life: Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words
· Life in the absolute sense
· Life as God has it
· Life that the Father has in Himself and which he gave to the Incarnate Son to have in Himself
· Eternal life as the present actual possession of the believer because of his relationship with Christ
· Abundance: Strong’s Concordance
· Exceeding some number or measure or rank or need
· Exceeding abundantly, supremely
· Over and above, more than is necessary, super-added
· Something further, more, much more than all
· Superior, extraordinary, surpassing, uncommon
· Pre-eminence, superiority, advantage, more eminent, more remarkable, more excellent
· Abundance: Theological Dictionary of The New Testament
· Extraordinary, unusual, strange, overflowing, and superfluous
· “The adjective is used only six times in the NT. In John 10:10 it denotes the superabundance of life that Christ brings.”
· To summarize: The Tom Zawacki Version
· Jesus says in John 10:10 that the reason why he came to earth is that we might have the life of God in God-sized measure.

Context
· Quoted out of context, the context of the chapter, most people hear John 10:10 and assume the thief mentioned here is referring to the devil.
· Though devilish activity for sure, Jesus isn’t speaking to the devil
· In this chapter and specifically in this verse Jesus is comparing and contrasting the differences between him and the Pharisees.
· Remember this conversation is directed to the Pharisees
· John 10:1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.”
· The Pharisees, this ultra religious, legalistic sect, holding their precepts in higher esteem than people – these are the thieves Jesus identifies
· The thieves, who come to steal, kill and destroy.
· Religious rules and regulations, the traditions of men, when elevated above the manifest presence of God are deadly and destructive.
· Jesus offers the exact opposite. 
· God’s eternal life in unlimited measure.
· Jesus is proclaiming this publically.
· Making the contrast between himself and the Pharisees clear for all who would listen
· The Pharisees stole joy from the man born blind and his parents
· They want kill Jesus
· And they tried to destroy the life of the woman caught in adultery
· The Pharisees own actions prove Jesus’ words.
· And in his own words, Jesus said that he came that we would have abundant, eternal life.
· Saint Paul expressed it this way in Galatians 5:1
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· Paul is speaking from a lifetime of personal religious experience.
· The freedom he’s referring to is freedom from religion.
· The religious rules and regulations and traditions of men
· Please pay attention to this
· Pay attention to the difference, to the contrast
· One offers life, the other death
· Jesus = life - full and free
· Religion = loss, bondage, fear and death.
· In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus declares his mission statement:
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
· Good news, freedom, and sight. 
· These are the signs of Jesus’ presence
· Bad news, oppression and blindness are they signs of religion


Insights
· Question, what does this abundant life look like?
· What is it and what isn’t it?
· Is it financial prosperity?
· Is it fame and fortune
· Is it physical health?
· Then what of those who lack these things?
· Or is the super-abundant life something else?
· Some would claim it is all those things
· But what then of Jesus’ life?
· And the apostles?
· Fame, certainly…
· Fortune? By what measure?
· Health? How do we factor in martyrdom or imprisonment?
· And the resurrection from the dead? 
· What about persecution? 
· According to the U.S. Department of State: Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from their governments or surrounding neighbors simply because of their belief in Christ. 
· Open Doors USA says that: Christians are the most persecuted religious group worldwide. An average of at least 180 Christians around the world are killed each month for their faith.
· What of Christians today in China, or Syria or Iran?
· Where is their prosperity?
· Maybe this abundant life is something other than fortune and fame?

Physical vs. Spiritual
· In our study of John’s Gospel we’ve repeatedly seen a disconnect between Jesus and the people he’s speaking with.
· And the disconnect is this: the physical vs. the spiritual
· The natural vs. the supernatural
· Just a few Examples:
· John 2:19 Jesus said “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
· John 3:3 Jesus told Nicodemus “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
· John 4:10 Jesus told the Samaritan Women “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
· John 6:5-7 “5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”
· John 6:53-54 “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”
· And I could give you more
· Though I believe that the abundant life Jesus came for has earthly benefits, it’s not about the physical and natural.
· It’s all about the spiritual and the supernatural.
· The super-abundant life of God is a supernatural life.
· It’s as if the veil of this life is pulled back and we can see the real reality
· The spiritual life all around us
· The ability to interact with God in his arena of life, in his realm
· The ability to see what natural eyes cannot see
· The ability to understand with the heart and not just the mind
· To perceive life from more than just our limited perspective
· To perceive life eternal from God’s perspective
· From the place of oneness and life with the Trinity


Personal Experience of Life More Abundantly 
March 8-9, 2008 Favor & Humility Vision
· Explain Hotel Lobby
· A bellhop named favor
· A little old lady named humility

· I’m back in the Spirit.
· I’m alone in the second floor hallway when the bellhop reappears and walks up to me. 
· For the first time I notice and read the golden name plate on the front of his left shoulder, in capital letters it spells out: “FAVOR”
· Favor looks me in the eye says “please follow me” and I do.  
· We step back into the elevator for what feels like a nano second, 
· the next thing I know is that we are now on the third floor.
· Favor exits the elevator turns left and begins to quickly walks down the third floor hallway.  
· I’m standing outside the elevator stunned by how quickly he moves. 
· I’m just standing with my mouth open observing in stunned amazement when Favor turns to me and say:  
· “I asked you to please follow me” so I scamper to catch up with him.
· As we walk quickly down the hall, doors on both sides automatically open when Favor approached and close as he passes.  
· Seeming to know my thoughts Favor says to me:
· “That’s why you need to follow me”.  
· Ah, the arrival of Favor opens door and as Favor passes doors close.  
· These doors look very much like the doors on the second floor, 
· old 1040-ish style wood office doors 
· With frosted glass and gold leaf lettering.  
· The “company” names on the doors are the gifts of the Spirit as listed in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NIV)
· “7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”
· As we walk by these offices identified as the gifts of the Spirit secretaries pop their heads out of the open office doors and pile outgoing mail and packages for delivery in my arms.  
· I’m doing the best I can to hold it all but it’s accumulating quickly. 
· Favor turns around and says without slowing his pace or skipping a step “put those in your pockets, you’ll need them later”. 
· So, even as more and more mail (and packages) are given to me, I stuff my pockets as quickly as I can and try to keep up with favor.
· Juggling this multitask walking, receiving and putting away for later I call out to Favor and ask:
·  “Excuse me, where are we going”.  
· He cocks his head, squints his brow and says “to deliver the mail of course”.
· And with that this vision ends…
March 9, 2008
· In the spirit I’m following Favor to the end of the third floor hallway.  
· Looking past his left shoulder I can see that he is headed straight for the door at the end of hall – it’s marked Humility.
· As Favor burst through the door, without altering his stride, 
· I can see a staircase and it leads both up and down.  
· To the left the stairs go up to the right they go down.  
· But the down stairs are labeled up with an arrow and the up stairs are labeled down.  
· Favor heads down the stair labeled up without hesitation – so I try to keep up following him.
· I’m really struggling to keep pace with favor, navigate these stairs while carrying all this mail. 
· I miss the first step, twisting my right ankle I drop some the mail and packages that were still in my arms. 
· I’m about to tumble head first down this entire flight of stairs when a hand reaches out and grabs my left forearm, rescuing me.  
· Too my surprise I turn and see a little old lady, with a cane in her left hand and me in her right. 
· She says to me “it’s OK, I’ve got you”.  
· Instinctively and without introduction I know that this is Humility.  
· “Here” she says, “let me help you”.  
· She gathers the mail I’ve dropped on the floor, helps me put it all in my pockets, smoothes out my ruffled clothes and gently examines my right ankle.
· She says “that ankles going to be sore for a while and will slow you down some but, its good for you, it will keep you from falling completely”  
· I’m bothered by her words but only because they ring so true.
· Though I’m grateful for Humility’s help I’m growing concerned that I have lost favor and will never find him again.  
· Seeming to know my thoughts Humility responds, 
· “Don’t worry” she say “Favor always waits for me, look”.  
· I look down the up stair case and there he is, standing still for the very first time, patiently waiting.
· “Take my hand and I’ll help you get where you need to go” Humility says.  
· With cane in her left hand and me in her right we slowly navigate our way down the up staircase getting closer and closer to Favor with each careful step.  
· Favor waits for us on the landing between the third and second floors.  He takes Humility’s cane and she takes him arm.  
· Together side by side our pace quickens and we reach the second floor landing without delay.  
· As we past by I notice that the door leading to the second floor has been sealed shut.
· Humility, again reading my thoughts says 
· “Oh, yes dear, Grace did that for you, she knew it would distract you”.  (too long a story to tell today)
· I glance at the sealed door, knowing that Humility is right as we turn to make our way down the next flight of stairs.
· Once past the second floor we quickly make our way to the first floor lobby.  
· Favor opens the door as we enter.  
· There are many people in the Lobby today and I’m beginning to recognize those I’ve meet before.
· I notice again the doors around the perimeter of the Lobby.  
· Each one is labeled and for the first time I can read what they say! 
· It’s the continents, all of them, Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe and Australia!
· I’m standing here wondering where we will go next as this vision fades…

Ministry Time
· Now does that sound like life more abundantly to you?
· It has been for me
· Let’s pray
· Acts 10:34 KJV “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:”
· NIV: “God does not show favoritism”
· If you would like to experience the life of God more abundantly, please let me pray for you today.
